
PRINTED BY:

BOOK # 252 - COLOR RED - QTY 115



Reading 
SchOOl Journal 

Stories 

Teacher 's Workbook 

Year 5 

Minislry of Educalion 
Port Vi/a 

Republic of Vanu3111 

1997 



Revi...ed Edition 1997 

Thi~ book. was first published in 1995. 

ThIs revised edition t.as been prepared by the Ministry of EducatIon under the awpiccs of the Pnmary and Secondary 
Edu,ation Projw with supporl from the World Ban!: (Credit I964-VAN). 

o Mmistry of Edu<:at ion 

All rilOhl' re!.(rved . No pari of this publication may be reprodoccd. stored in 11 retrieval system. or trllnsmined. in any form. 
or by a ny means. without prior permission from the publisher. 

The units of work were prepare<! by teachers auending the Primary School ESL worhhops held between 1988 and 199:! 
with the support of the New Zealand Education Assistance Programme. The project was co-ordinated by 1i rl1 Oidie. 

Acknowledgments: 

The publisher i~ IOr~teful to Learning Media of New Zealand for permi_~sion to reproduce stories from the S"IOQI Journals . 

The illu."Tlllions for the stories. Tlte Pumpk;" alld Iht Baby. Bring mf a U, hI anJ Tlrt MOll kty al1d Ilu Slra, k are b)· 

Colin McLaren. Illustrations elscwhere in the book are by Ca.hrine Au.~t in and Carol Lesse. 



-\ sk and '\ n 5\\ ·('T 

Aftl'r ,hl' Sform 

Work II ith a partner. 

Take turn,,:1I being the gi rh. 

An .~wer the questions through their eyes. 

Questions 
I What did you find in the mud? 

2. You had a hard job opening the box. How did you do it ? 

). Wh.:11 did you find inside? tTell me more about it.) 

-I . I believe you rang the Police . What did they ~ay? 

S. Wh,lI was the besl part (If your advent ure? 

Language Practice 
Sa me or Differen t * Thi s person starts. 

Person ,\ Person B 

I. ' mod X I. soil 

2. a puddle 2.* a pond 

l .' 10 replant .3. 10 plant again 

4. a fridge 4.* a refrigerator 

5.' a stone 5. a rock 

6. a pickaxe 6.* a tool 

7' ban k nOles 7. money 

8. to grin 8~ to laugh 

9.' 10 ring 9. 10 telephone 

Writing Tasks 
Pit-lure maps 

After the Storm 

Draw a large picture m.:lp of the .\Iory. 

On the map show: 

• the riwr mouth . • the Irees stranded in th!! mud. 

• 1\ here the children found Ihe rusty bo.\. • where they opened the firs t hox . 

• \\ he re the children Jived. • \I ·here th!!y opened the liltle box. 

Jobs 

I. Say wh:lI happened al Ihe I ariou~ places on Ihe map. , 
Di~play Ih(' map Oil Ihe wall . Show the map 10 other peopl(' . 

Giw a ~hort lalk <15 people look <1 . the map. 

Pretend diary 

Preh.'nd ~'ou :.Ife Talie . \I ake an enl~ 111 your diary. 
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··1 ne\'er thought money could be so smelly:' Talie exclaimed to the children who 

came to watch. 

·· i\lassh'e ~ Can I hold the red nOtesT Tiak i asked. He returned for more holds. 

" I've never held so much money ever." Joseph grinned. turning over the green 

nOles. 

Talie rang the police. but I don't think they believed her. because a policeman 
didn't come until Day rang. The officer looked nl some papers from the box. 
say ing: ··Yes, il was the break-in althe limber company some years ago. The 
thieves mu st have panicked and thrown the safe into the river." He took away all 

ou r piles of money. 

The timber company gave us a reward. Fair enough. but for us the best part was 
pickaxing out all those soggy bundles of bank notes. 

chainsaws: a saw with a mOtor 

trailers: cart pu lled by a car or truck 
fridge (refrigerator): a box in which food is kept cold 

pickaxe: a heave tool for breaking rocks 

crowbar: a long metal tool used as a lever 

fu rnace: an oven in which the heat is very great 

migh ty whack: hard hit or Slrons blow 

graunched : came off with a tearing metal noise 

sogg.\': very wet 

l\<lassi\·e: How exciling! Wow! 

break-in (burglary): going into a house to steallhings 

safe: slrong box in which money is kepi 

Alan Bagna!!. School Journal, Part 2, Number2. 1992. pages 26 - 30. 

Say it 

2 

Pretend you a re Talie: Pretend you are Talie: 

I. Say where you went the I. Say what you said to the officer 
morning after the storm. when you rang the police. 

2. Say what you saw. 2. Say what the o fficer said 10 you. 

P retend you a re Dad : Pretend you a re Dad: 

I. Say what you and the other dads Say whal you said to the officer when 
did the morning after the storm. you lelephoned the police. 

2. SlY what the mums and 
children did. 

Pretend you are Joseph : Pretend you a re th e policema n: 

Say what you thought about when Say what you said nfter you had 
you were holding the money, looked 3t some papers from the box. 
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Reading the Story 

Read Afler the Slorm. 

As you read. ask yourself if you read the pictures correctly. 

Aft er the S torm 

Water. water everywhere: even the sunshine fell wet. h couldn", help it. The 
morning after the stonn was all gumboots. mud and drips dripping imo puddles. 

Talie and I followed Dad down to the river. Lots of other people were there. 
looking to scc what the river had brought down during the storm, Near the 
river's mouth. whole trees lay stranded in the mud. They looked a.~ if they WC Te 

wai ting for a giant to replant them. 

But the dads soon staned their cha insaws. Then the mums and chi ldren loaded 
trailers WCTe firewood. 

" Let's explore:' Talie said, after we had helped Dad with fi rewood for a whi le. 
We squelched away through the mud. 

" Where are we heading?" I called. trail ing behi nd. Talie pointed to something 
half buried in the mud. 

"Just an old fridge." I called, "slimy and rusty." 

' 'Too small for a fridge. But it must be hollow," Talie reasoned. "or else it 
wouldn't have noated here. WC' vejust got to open it." 

I tapped on the box with a stone. " It doesn't sound hollow. and there's no door." 

Talie wasn't discouraged. We ran home to get Dad's pickaxe and crowbar. Then 
we took turns bashing at the rusty box. 

It was hard work. Blobs of black mud splattered on our arms and legs. dried and 
naked off. 

Dad noticed we were busy with something and came to see. "Probably an old 
rurnace. Look after those tools, you girls'" He wandered off again . 

"I thought Dad would have been more excited." Talie puffed, g ivi ng the box a 
mighty ,,,hack with the pickaxe. "That's because (grunt) he didn ' t find it fiT5t. 
Look (puff), the corners are splitting!" 

She pushed the crowbar into a crack. leaned on it, and the rusty iron side 
graunched right off. There was a lot of soft. slimy material inside. and a rotten 
smell as we dragged the material out with the pickaxe. An inner wall of rusty 
iron hid another soft layer. then yet anothl:r, We worked faster and faster. 

'This could be treasure!" Talie cried. as a rusty little box tumbled out from the 
middle of all the muck. 1 picked the box up and shook it. There was something 
inside. but what was it? 

[ carried our treasure home and Talie carried the tools. On ou r front drive we 
pickaxed that box. It burst open. spilling out sti nking. soggy bundles of bank 
notes! 

We set to work with a bucket of water. washing the money and laying Ihe notes 
out on the drive to dry in the sun. 
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Introduction 
School Journal Stories in the Language Programme 

The worksheelS in the workbook are based on School Journal stories and 
articles. The worksheets have been planned to take students through some ways 
of enjoying a story and of using the experience to learn new things about the 

world. 

There are at least four different ways to use School journaf stories in the 

language programme. You can : 

l. make the story into an enlarged book and read it together. 

2. involve students in story-based work with a panner. 

3. use the stories for learning about the world. 

4. use the stories fo r independent reading. 

Enlarged books 
Some stories can be retold and presented as enlarged books which are then 
~hared with the children usi ng co-operative reading techniques. When this 
approach is used. a particul ar Story is read several times. with ch ildren taking 
increasing responsibility for reading and talking about the text The en larged 
book is then made avai lable for reading with a panneror for individual 

enjoyment. 

Many people can be involved in making en larged books - parents, other 
teachers, and the chi ldren themselves. 

The workbook includes four stories that have already been prepared in this way. 
They are: Hide And Seek, The PumpkilJ and the Bab)'. Brillg me a Ught and The 

Monkey alld the Shark. 

Story-based work 
School Journal stories can be used as a staning point for talk and other 
classroom work. For example. tasks can be designed to help children: 

• use English communicatively with a panner or in a small group. 

• recount the story and relate it to personal experiences. 

• initiate projects, library research, or further reading. 

• present their work through drama, personal writing or through oral and 
visual activities. including book making. 

The worksheels fo r the various stories give examples of different t.asks. For 
example, 'Ask and Answer' and 'Say it' activities link the various language skills 
together as students recount the story to a panner. There are suggestions given 
fo r writing tasks and project work. while some stories are suitable for presen ting 

as plays. 

When stories are being used as the starting point for class work, the students 
need to have access to the story in the School Journal . or 10 a copy of the story 
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prepared by the teacher on brown paper cham. 

Learning about the w orld 

The stories can be used as a way of learning more about the wider world. Here 
children compare what they are doing in their own lives with what people in 
other parts of the world are doing. They can compare custom stories from their 
own culture with traditional tales from other lands. Other ideas include: 

• 

• 

staning a project on a topic that arises from the story. 

learning from the problems that characters are encountering in their 
stories. 

• noticing the way stories are told or the way information is presented and 
illustrated. 

A useful way to record personal [earning is for the children to make a book or a 
reading card from the interesting th ings they have researched. 

Independent reading 
The stories in the School Journals can be used for independent reading, either at 
school or at home. Children can be encouraged to share their knowledge and 
feelings about a story by: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

reading sections of the story to another person. 

recording comments on the story in a reading diary or journal. 

talking about the story with other people through giving a story report or 
taking part in a book display. 

enacting part of a story with some friends for a readers' theatre. 

Individua[ stories can be made into books for independent reading by cutting 
and pasting the original story on to pages inside a cover. (You may need two 
copies of the School Journal to do this.) 

Suggestions for Using the Workbook 

Before reading the story 
A story readi ng experience usually starts with the children looking at the title of 
the story and 'reading ' the pictures. This is a time to arouse cu riosity by asking 
questions. [t is also the time to share background information that might add to 
the enjoyment and understanding of the story. 

Reading the story 
The next stage is of course to read the story. talking about pans that are 
interesting and discussing the meanings of new words and phrases. 

Story-based work 
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The teacher and the students can look at the worksheets together. There are three 
different things to do: comprehension tasks, language practice and writing. 

AFTER THE STORM 

School Jmmwl. P:lrt 2, Number 2, 1992. p:lges 26·30. 

Before Reading 
Rank the words 

Work with a parlner. 

storm breeze wind hurricane 

Hurrica nes 

Talk about : 

ge~t[e __ L-____ _ 

what happens during a hurricane. 

what you do after a hurricane. 

Reading the Pictures 

Look at the pictures of After thl! Storm, in School Journal, Part 2. Number 2. 
1992. pages 26·30. 

Yes. No, !\ Iake it right 

Pages 26 and 27 

The people are clearing the trees and branches away after a storm. 

Both girls are wearing gumboots. 

One girl is pointing to something in the mud. 

Page 29 

The two girls opened the rusty little box at home, in their garden. 
They used tools to open the rusty !iu[e box. 

A bad smell came from the things in the box. 

Page 30 

Other children came to watch what the girls were doing. 

They had a good hold of the notes from the box. 

Teachi ng new words 

YeslNo 

YeslNo 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

YeS/No 

YeslNo 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

There are a lot of new words in the story. In the week be fore, introduce children 
to some of these words. Some of the ve rbs shou ld be role pllyed, e.g., tapping, 
bashing, pickaxing, panicking, squelching. grunting. 

Vocabulary sc rapbook 

Encour<lge the children to draw and label the words in a vocabulary scrapbook. 

a chainsaw 

a trailer 

a safe 

a crowbar 

a pickaxe 

bundles of bank notes 
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Vocabulary 
Important words 

a canoe: (Or:!w a canoe with a sail. Remember that it is sailing east.) 
The Sunboy went to father. All night he sailed in hi s canoe. 

10 capsize: 10 tip over a canoe or boa! 
When the Sunboy's canoe c ................ cd. he ",e nt down into the sea and was 
never seen again. 

to sa il: (Label the sail, the mast and the steering oar of the canoe .) 

The Sunboy went towards the east to look for his father. All night he s ...... in hi s 
canoe. 

to shine (shone): what Ihe sun does. 

The sun said. " [ can't SlOp. I have work to do. I have 10S ....... , all day!" 

to thras h: to fight and splash in the sea. 

When the fi sh saw the pearl shell they came up out of the sea in their thousands. 
The fi sh were all fig hting and t .......... .. .. ing about. 
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Sometimes there are also word meanings and extension activities, including play 
writing and additional reading. 

The activities are designed for pair work where students work with a partner and 
combi ne listening, speaking, reading. writing and thinking. 

New worksheets 

Resources 

The worksheets give examples of the kinds of tasks that can be designed for any 
story. As the tcacher and the students gain experience with the tasks, they should 
begin to experiment with other stories of their choice. 

The workbook relies on the children having access to the stories. Here are some 
ideas for making this possible if your school has on ly a few copies of Ihe 

Journal. 

• 

• 

Make use of a Teachers' Centre 10 hold class sets of Journal stories. 
C lasses can take turns al borrowing the sets. 

Write the story on chans and hang them on the wall. The charts can be 
shared among classes rind schools. 

• Make books of the stories by hand. Print, type or photocopy the pages. 
You may want 10 draw your own pictures. 
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Storyteller 

Sun 

Storyteller 

Sunboy 

Moon 

Sunboy 

Moon 

Storyteller 

Sunboy 

Storytell er 

Sunboy 

Storyteller 

Compass points 

The sun and the Sunboy talked and talked and talked ... 

I must go now. Soon the moon will come. She has tWQ things: 
one is Monuia and one is Melaia. You muSt ask the moon for 
Melaia. 

The sun set in the west and the moon rose slowly in the night 
sky. 

(Talking to the moon) The sun is my father. He told me 10 ask 
you for Monuia? 

Monuia? Are you sure? Didn't the sun tell you 10 ask for 
Me!aia. 

No. He said Manu!::!. I want Manuia! ! 

All right. Take Monuia. But open it only when you reach 
Tonga ... 

The Sunboy sailed his canoe away from the moon. He kepI 
looking at Monu;a, and looking at it. and wondering ... 

I'm not going to wait unli l [ get 10 Tonga. I'm going Icopen it 
now. 

So the Sunboy opened Monu ia and saw a beautiful red pearl 
shell. All the fi sh in the sea saw the pearl shell too. Up, up, 
they came from the bottom of the sea. Thousands of fish 

Help! help! help me, please! 

But the boy's father was shining on the other half of the world 
and the moon was behind a cloud. The canoe capsized. The 
Sunboy was never see n again ... 

Complete the points of the compass 

North 
N ...... E ..... . 

w .. E 

S .. w .. E ..... . 

South 

Draw it 

Draw a picture map of the story. Turn the picture map into a fo lding book. Show 
your book to a younger person and retell the story. 
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Writing 

Questi ons 

I. Where did the Sunboy live? 

2. What questions did he ask his mother? 

And what did his mother say ? 

3. What did the Sunboy decide to do? 

What did he say to the su n? 

And what did the sun say? 

4. What did the sun and the Sunboy do when the su n went behind a cloud? 

5. What did the sun say about the moon? 

(The moon has two things: Monuia and Melaia. ) 

What did the sun tell the Sunboy to ask the moon for? 

6. Which one did the Sunboy ask for? Monuia or Melaia? 

Why was the moon surprised? 

7. Which one did the moon give the Sunboy? Monuia or Melaia? 

What did the moon say to him? 

8. What did the Sunboy do? 

What did he see? 

What did the fish see? 

What happened in the end? 

Write a play script for The SlInboy. 

T heSunboy 

Characters: 

Storyteller 

Sunboy's Father 

Children and their fathers 

Sunboy 

Moon 

Sunboy's Mother 

Fish in the sea 

Storyteller 

Sunboy 

Mother 

Storyteller 

Sunboy 

Sun 

Storyteller 

Sun 

Along time ago in Tonga. the Sunboy lived alone with his 
mother. One day. the Sunboy was playing with his frie nds. All 
the fathers were playing too. except Sunboy's father. 

(Shouting at his mother) Where is my father? Who is my 
fathe r? 

Your father is in the sky. Your father is the sun. 

The Sunboy decided to look for his father. He too k a canoe an 
sailed all ni ght. Then at dawn the sun rose in the east. 

(Calling /0 the slIn) Stop~ StOp! Please Stop~ You are my father 

[·m sorry I can·t stop now. I have to do my work. 

Suddenly the su n went behind a cloud. 

Now we can talk. How is your mother in Tonga? 
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SATURDAY MARKET 
Pi cture Pa ge 

A Market 
Have you been to the market in POrt Vila? 

What do people sell at the market? 

School Journal, Part' . Number 2. 1987. pages 22·25. 

Before Reading 

Tlllk about : 

what people do at a market 

the things you can buy in a market 

Things you buy at a market (see list on page 10) 

Work with a p:lfIner. 

fill in th e ta bl e 

fruit vegetab les meat seafood 
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bananas taro 
chicken lemons 
beans melons 
potatoes fish 

mutton cabbage 
crabs onions 
tomatoes beef 
mangoes oranges 
shellfish octopus 
cucumbers p",k 
pumpkins 

Reading pict ures 
Look at the photographs of Saturday Market. taken by Ans Westra. The 
photographs are on pages 22-25 and on the front and back covers of SchoQI 
Journal, Pan. I, Number 2, 1987. 

Point to: 

the three children. 

one of the children working out the prices with his calculator. 

some bananas on the scales. 

some bananas on the bench. 

bags of beans. 

bags of tomatoes. 

bags of onions. 

Point to and name the different fruit on the front and back covers. 

Reading the Story 

Before you read Saturday Market , ask yourself a question about the Story. Look 
for the answer co your question as you read. 

Sa turday Market 

The King family works at the Otara market e~'ery Saturday, The family brings all 
kinds of vegetables to sellrhere. 

They all work together. The rhree children · Ruby, Ah-keni. and Peter - serve the 
customers. Peter often works Ollt the prices with his calculmor. The children's 
grandmother helps as well. 

Here are some of the vegetables and other foods that the King family sell. Can 
you find them in the pictures? 

taro 

green bananas 

potatoes 

beans 

sugar cane 

ripe bananas 

oranges 

coconut cream 

tomatoes cucumbers 

banana leaf thread (for straining coconut cream) 

Ans Westra. School Jou rl/a /, Part I, Number 2, 1987, pages 22 - 25. 

TheSunboy 

The Sunboy lived in Tonga. He lived with his mother. One day he was playing 
with some boys. and their f(lthers were playing. 100. 

"Who is my father?" shouted the Sunboy. "Where is my father? ! want him to be 
with me too!" 

The Sunboy ran inside. He was angry. 

"Your father is in the sky." said his mother. "Your father is the sun!" 

The Sun boy went to look for his father. All night he sailed in his canoe. 

The sun came up in the eas\. 

"Stop! " cried the Sunboy, "You are my father!" 

But the sun did not answer, and on it went across the sky. 

The sun began to get low in the sky to the west. 

"Stop!" said the Sunboy. 

"I can't." said the sun. ,,[ have work to do. I have to shine all day!" 

Then the sun went behind a cloud. 

"Now [ can talk to you," said the sun. "Tell me about your mother in Tonga." 
They talked and talked. 

"I must go," said the sun. "The moon is coming. The moon has twO things. One 
is Monuia and one is Melaia. You ask the moon for Melaia !" 

The moon came up. 

"The sun is my father," said the Sunboy to the moon. "He told me to ask you for 
Monuia." 

"Monuia!" said the moon, looking surprised. "Did the sun not tell you 10 ask for 
MelaiaT' 

"No. J want Monuia," said the Sunboy. 

"Here!" said the moon. "Take Monuia and sail back. But open it only when you 
get to Tonga!" 

But the Sunboy wanted 10 see what Monuia was. And as he sailed in his "moe 
he opened Monuia. and saw a beautiful red pearl shell.**n 

Make a prediction. 

What do you think happened to th e Su nboy: 

The fish in the sea saw the shell , too. Up out of the sea they came, thousands of 
fish, fighting and thrashing! 

"Help!" cried the Sunboy. "Help! " 

Blit the canoe capsized . and down into the sea went the Sunboy - never 10 be 
seen again. 

Retold by Elizabeth Jeffery, School JOllmal.Part 1, Number I, 1991. pages n -25. 

After Read ing 
Ask and Answer 

TheSuni>o), 

Work in pairs. 

Onc person is <In expert on the story 

The other person asks the questions, 
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Before Reading 
Point to: 

the east the north 

the west the south 

Do you know? 

East or West? What is your answer? 

The sun rises, or comes up. in the ..... 
The sun sets, or goes down. in the 

The moon rises in the ....... . 
The moon sets in the ........ . 

Talk abou t: 

the importance of listening 10 your parents and your elders. 

the things that can happen if you do not obey your parents and your 
elders. 

Same or different 

Person A Person 8 

I' Who is my father? Cl 1, Where is my father? 

2. IQ be angry Cl 2.· to be upset 

3.' the sun Cl 3. 

4. east Cl 4' west 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

5. * sunrise Cl 5 ~ I &-Cl ...... m._._. O ........... m .. . - -
6. the sun behind the clouds 0 

Reading the Story 

Read The Sunboy, a story from Tonga. 

Find the answers to these questions as you read the story. 

I. Who is the most important person in the story? 
2. What problem does he have ? 
3. What can I learn from the Story? 

When you reach • .. ·in the text, stop reading and make a prediction. 
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Ways 10 read Ihe story 

Read to a friend and talk about the pictures as you read. 

Read si lemly. Use the pictures 10 help you with new words, 

Listen to the teacher read the story. Follow the words with your eyes. 

Read the story several times until you can read it qu ickly. 

Read the Story. Then look at the pictures and tell the Story to a friend. 
Take the story home and read it to your sisters and brothers. 

After Reading 
Ask and Answer 

Sa lUrday Ma rket 

Work with a partner. 

One person asks the questions. 

The other person pretends to be Peter. 

Qu es tion s 

I. Hello, Peter. Where do you go every Saturday morning? 

2. What do you do at the market? 

3. Who works with you at the market? 

4. Sometimes it must be diffi cult to work out the prices for the customers. 
How do you work the prices out? 

5 Tell me some of the things you sell at the market. 

Language Practice 

Ta lk about th e words 

What is the same about these things? 

What is different about them? 

10 buy 

an orange 

a pig 

a sheep 

acow 

green bananas 

to sell 

alemon 

po,k 

mutton 

beef 

ripe bananas 
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Finish the sentences 

Say Yes or No. 
THE SUNBOY 

buy/sell 1. People can grow vegetables and ___ _ 
them at the markel. Yes I No 

A Story from Tonga 

Picture Page 
2. Tourists can ____ shells at the market. Yes I No 

North 
orange/lcmon 3. ____ s are sweet to eat. Yes I No 

a pig/pork 4. Do you eat on special days? 
Yes! No w,,' East 

green/ripe 5. Do bananas have yellow South West 
skins? Ye slNo 

South 

Answering ques ti ons 

I. When does the King family go to work at the Otara market? 
The family goes to the market _____________ _ 

r. . 
""I : .. ' 

2. What does the family do at the market? 
They sell ___________________ _ 

= ". . . 
• " 0 

, 

•• 
3. Who serves the customers? 

The three children __________________ _ 

4. How does Peter work out the prices? 
He works out the prices 

~ " FIJI 

• " VANUATU • 0 , 
• TONGA 

~ 
, 

Say and think 

1. If I say fruit, what do you think? 

Oranges. lemons, mangoes. bananas, ____ _ ______ _ 

2. If I say vegetables, what do you think? 

3. If I say market, what do you think? 

~ 
~ NEW ZEALAND 

4. If I say calculator, what do you think? 

School Journal, Part I, Number I, 199 1, pages 22 - 25. 
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Additional Reading 
Read to learn 

Snakes 

Fact Sheet 

Snakes belong tQ the family of reptiles· the same family as lizards and 
crocodiles. Snakes have very long bodies ilnd tapering tails. They have no arms 
and no legs. They move by means of muscles which are fixed to their many ribs 
and pull the skin backwards and forwards in waves. Snakes have a scaly sk in. 
Many snakes use their poison IQ killlhe animals they eat. Most snakes lay eggs. 

Pythons 

Pythons are non-poisonous snakes which are found in Asia, Africa. Australia 
and New Guinea. Pythons crush their prey to death by coiling themse lves round 
it until it can no longer breathe. Like other snakes. a python can swallow an 
animal several times wider than its head. This is because a python's jaws can 
open very wide and its skin can stretch over the animal it is swallowing. Baby 
pythons hatch from eggs. 

Inrormation Table 

Fill in the table. 

Animal 

Interesting parts 

Usuallood 

Where snakes usually live 

Other interesting lacts 

Uselul parts 01 the snake 

Snakes 

Snake skins are made Into 
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What else do you know? 

I. The family brings all SOrtS of vegetables to sell 3t the market. They bring 
taro, potatoes. beans, cabbages, lettuce, 

2. Ruby, Ah-Keni and Peter serve the customers. 

They pUlthings in plastic bags. 
They ________________ _ 

3. Peter works out the prices with his calcu lator. Peter knows how to __ . 

Writing Tasks 

Match the words 

Make true sentences from these words. 

At the market you can buy: 

Some ideas 

a bottle of 

a bag of 

a piece of 

a bunch of 

a loaf of 

bread 

oil 

tomatoes 

cake 

bananas. 

I. Draw a picture of a market. Label the things in your picture. (Don't forget 
to draw the price tickets.) 

2. 

3. 

Draw a map of a market. Show where different things are sold. 

Pretend you are going to se ll some things from a roadside stall oUlside 
your house. 

Draw the stall (and you). 

Draw the things you are going to sell. 

Show the prices. 

4. Make a small book that tells a story about selling things at a market. 

5. Make a wall chart that shows different scenes from the market. Write a 

caption under each sce ne. 
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Extension Tasks 
I. 

,. 

Make a Same or Different game based on market produce. Draw all the 
fruit. vegetables and fis h. The job is Sinned for you. 

CAAO A CAROB 

3"'00 
4 Pineapples 0 

2 

2. 

3. 

4. 

14 

3 Coconuts 

shell 
,. 

claws 

A Crab 2 Fish 

ThiS person starts 

Pretend that you afC selling fruit/shell necklaceslbaskets at the market. A 
tourist stops and looks at your things. What do you say to each other? 

Plant and sell frui t and vegetables. Buy books for the class library with the 
money you earn. 

Read Street Sellers of India , by Andrew Crowe. School } Oll rnal , Part 2. 
Number I. 1988, pages 37·40. 

Vocabulary 

Proj ects 

I. 

, 

lmc!r\"iev. an adult about ~nakl!'~ lnd his or her experlence~ with them. 

Pre~enl your information to the cla~s. 

Prepare a I\\"CI minute Ill!.; about Papua New Guinea. Practise gi\"ing your 
talk to different people. tU.~e the schoollibr~ry to g:1!her your 
inform:uion. ) 

Importa nt words 
Find the meanings of the new word~ . 

Read the sentences. 

to creep (crept ): to walk carefully. bending over 

Vevir wa!> cr ...... ing quietly through the bush. 

10 crush: to bre~k something by pre)osing on it 
The python wamed to cr. .... .. Vevi r's body. 

to grab Igmbbed ): to take something in your hand quickly and firmly 
Vevir gr ..... ed his gun from the ground and shot the python. 

to hang (hung}: to let something swing down 
Yevir tied the animal's legs together and h ...... it over his shou lder. 

to hold )'our breath: Don ' t hreathe. Don't take in air. 
Vevir tried to hold his br ...... so the python would think he wa.~ dead. 

to notice: to see 
Ye\'ir didn't n ..... the big python coming towards him. 

ribs: (Feel your own ribs. Draw your ribs.) 

The snake thought Vevir"s r. ... s were breaking. 

to slide (sliding): to move along smoothly 
The python was sl. ..... ing along the ground towards Vevir. 

to squeeze: to pre~~ h:lrd. to press somethi ng tightly 
Thc python began to sq ...... Vcvir vcry hord. 

10 struggle: to fight against 

Vevir str ...... d to get away from the python. 

to wind (wound): to tie something by going round and round 
The python w;)<; w ..... around Vevir' s body. He could hilrdl y breathe. 

Vocabulary practice 
Make some llCliviric .. for practising the new words with a partner. 

Make a quiz for the story. Tryout Ihe quiz with a partner. 
Make a picture map for the slory. Turn your picture map inlO a folding 
book. 
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Writing Tasks 

Which words a re about moving? 

creep 

struggle 

fall 

Give reasons 

decide 

reach 

wait 

un"ind 

slide 

Why did these things happen? 

Read or write sentences. 

Vevir took his gun 

He tied the animal's legs. 

A python wound itself around Vevir 

Vevir cracked a twig .. 

The python ate some leaves .... 

Write the Story 

Vevir and the Python 

Use: carefu l, gun , noise, shoot, sliding 

forget 

squeeze 

hold 

remember 

to try and crush his lungs. 

to grease its throat. 

to make the python think his ribs 
were breaking. 

to shoot a wild pig. 

to carry it over his shoulder. 

Vevir lived in Papua New Guinea. One day he took his ........ and went into the 
bush to . ... ..... a pig. Vevir was .... . ... not to make a ........ , but he didn't see a 
python ......... towards him. 

Use: crushing, remembered, ribs, struggled, wound 

The python ........ itself tightly around Vevir. Vevir ........ hard, bue he was not 
strong enough. The python was trying to break his ....... Then Vev;r .. . 
something. He reached for a little twig and cracked it three times. Pock! Pock! 
Pock! Suddenly the python stopped .... him. 

Use: grabbed, grease, ran, shot, swallow 

It began to unwind itself so that it could .... its throat to make it easier to 
....... Vevir. Vevir ........ his gun and ........ the python dead. Then Vevir 
home as quickly as he could. 

Scrapbook Ideas 

I. List some dangers in your environment. 

2. Choose one danger. Interview an older person. Ask them what to do if you 
are in chaltrouble. 

1. Write down their advice. Put the advice from several people into a book 
which other people can read. 

4. Write a story about remembering the advice of your parents. 

Pretend diary 

Write an entry in your pretend diary. 

Be either Vevir or one ofVevir's friends. 
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HIDE AND SEEK 
A Folk Story from the Caroline Islands 

Picture Page 

Before Reading 

Make an enlarged book from the story. 

Share the work of making the book. 

Read the story with the students. 

Scllool JOl/rnal , Part 2, Number 1, 1985, pages 46 - 48. 
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Hid e and Seek 

Long ago, flounders weren't flat and ugly - they had a beautiful shape. One day. 
a crayfish said 10 a flounder, "Let's have a game of Hide And Seek." 

"All right." said the flounder. "You hide first." So the crayfish went away and hid 
behind a rock. 

When the flounder began looking for the crayfish. he swam straight to him. "Got 
you!" he yelled. 

"How did you find me so quickly?" asked the crayfish. 

"You thought you were hidden," laughed the flounder. "But your long feelers 
were sticking out from behind the rock." 

··Well. it's your turn to hide now:' said the crayfish grumpily. "See if you can do 
better." 

The flounder swam away from the crayfish. Then he decided to play a trick. He 
swam close to the bottom so that he stirred up the mud and made the water very 
cloudy. Then he swam quietly back to where the crayfish was. 

The crayfish began looking for the flounder. He swam this way and that. But the 
water was so cloudy, he couldn't see anything at alL 

At last he called out, "I give up! Where are you?" 

"Right here!" the flounder laughed from behind him. "I've been swimming along 
behind you all the time'" 

The crayfish was so angry, he began trampling on the flounder until the poor fish 
was quite flat. 

"There! Serve you right for making a fool of me!" shouted the crayfish. 

"You've spoilt my shape!" said the flounder indignantly. "And one of my eyes is 
sticking into the sand so that it hurts." 

"I'll soon fix that," said the crayfish. He turned the flounder over, pulled one of 
his eyes out, and stuck it on the same side as the other eye. 

"Now are you happy?" he said. 

"No, ['m not!" answered the flounder. "But it's not as bad as you think. It's going 
to be easier for me to hide now. I'm so flat that I can swim close to the sand and 
no one will see me. You've still got those long feelers· people will always be 
able to see you and catch you!" 

And he was right. Ever since that day, flounders have swum close to the sand, 
where it is hard to see them. 

But the wicked crayfish, who spoilt the flounder's shape , is easily seen and 
caught. 

Retold by Jane Thomson, School Journal, Part 2, Number I, 1985, pages 4 . 48. 

Say what is important 

Vevir and the Python 

Pretend you are Vevir. 
What is important in the bush? Say two things. 
Tell someone why they are important. What does your friend think? 

Choices: 
Wear thick clothes. 

Go with a friend. 
Remember the words of the old people. 

Carry a gun. 

Have a knife. 
Keep looking at the ground. 

Walk very quietly. 

Say Yes or No. Make it right. 

I. Vevir killed an animal. 

2. A python killed Vevir. 

3. The old people had a good idea. 

4. Vevir took the dead python home. 

5. Vevir left his gun behind. 

Language Practice 

Circle the right answer 
L One day Vevir felt like cooking some pork. 

wanted to cook 
wa~ like a cook 

2. Then Vevir walked on. 

knew how to cook 
learned to cook 

back to and fro 

around further 

3. At last he found some pig tracks. 

then finally 

soon immediately 

My choices 
First ... 

Second 

YesINo 

YeslNo 

YesINo 

YeslNo 

YeslNo 

Questions 
What is pork? 

What was Ve)!;r looking for? 

What are pig tracks? 

4. He didn't notice the huge python. Why is it hard co see pythons in rhe jungle.' 

feel touch 

see like 

5 He took hold of the snake. Whal kind of snake was ;t? 

gr3bbed stroked 

touched hit 
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if you were being crushed by a python. you should break a small stick and then 
hold your breath. Vev ir didn't know how true it was. But it was hi s last chance. 

He reached for a little twig from a branch. and cracked it. Pock! He cracked it 
again. Pock! Pock! 

Suddenly Vevir felt the python stop crushing him so hard. The big snake had 
heard the noise and thought that it was Vevir's ribs breaking. 

Now the python pushed its head right up against Vevir's nose. It waited to feel if 
he was still breathing. Vevir stayed very still. and held his breath until he felt he 
would bu rst. 

At last the python decided that its victim was dead. It began to unwind itself. 
Now it would eat some of the red leaves growing nearby. The leaves would 
grease its throat and make it easier to swallow Vevir. 

But as the python unwound from his legs, Vevir grabbed his gun from where it 
had fallen and shot the python dead. 

Vevi r didn't wait to see the python die. He didn't even pick up his tree kangaroo. 

He just ran . 

He hadn't brought home any meat for his friends in Bulolo. but he could cook 
them something else. Vevir breathed deeply as he ran, and felt glad to be alive. 

Doris Davidson, School JO/lrnal. Part 2. Number I. 1980. pages 36 - 39. 

After Read ing 
Ask and Answer 

Vevir and the Python 

One person asks the questions. 

The other person is Vev ir. Vevir answers the questions. 

Questions 
I. Good morning. Vevir. What country are you from? 

2. Where is Papua New Guinea? 

3. Are there any pythons in your country? 

4. What can pythons do to people? 

S. If a python attacks you, what can you do? 

6. Have you ever been attacked by a python? 

7. How did you feel afterwards? 

Practise the Ask and Answer task until you can retell the story easily. Record 
you beSI work on a tape recorder. 
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Have you ever seen a flounder? I hope 
you have. because they are good to eat! 

One day a crayfish said to a flounder, 
"Let's have a game of hide and seek." 

The flou nder agreed. So the crayfish 
went away and hid behi nd a rock. 

Page 3 

The flounder wellt away and hid himself. 

He stirred up the mud and made the water 
cloudy. 

Page 5 

Once upon a time flounders lived in the sea 
just like any other fish. And they had a 
beautiful shape. 

2 

The flounder counted 10 ten and then swam 
slr.Iight to the rock. 

"Got you!" the flounder shouted. "Your 
long feelers are sticking out. Now it is your 
turn to find me." 

Page 4 

The crayfish looked for the flounder but 
cou ld not find him. 

"I give up!" the crayfish shouted. "Where 
are you?" 

The flounder said. ' 'I' m here. I' m ri ght 
behind you." 

Page 6 
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The crayfish was very angry. He jumped 
up arid down on the flounder until the 
poor fi sh was quite nat. 

So now nounders are so flat that they are 
always hard to find in the sea. But it is easy 
to catch crayfish because their long feelers 
stick out from behind the rocks. ''There! Don't laugh at me again," 

shouted the crayfish. 

Page 7 8 

After Reading 
Comprehens ion 

Answer me questions. 

Follow instructions. 

1. 

2 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Hide and Seek 

Look at the picture: 

Where is the crayfish hiding? 

How do you know? 

Yes. No. Say more 

Once upon a time flounders were nOI flat and ugly. YesINo 

Write the rules for 'hide and seek'. 

Pretend you are playing hide and seek at home . List three good places to 
hide. Say why. 

Describe the shape of the flounde r fi sh today. What is interesting about it? 

Reading Pictures 
Look at the pictures of \'('I 'il" and ,11(' Python on pages 36-39 of School Joumal. 
Part 2. Num~r I. 1980. 

Point to: 

Vevir 

the python 

Vevir and his gun 

the jungle 

Page 38 Say whal is happening in the picture. 

SlY what you would do if you were the boy in the picture. 

Page 39 Make a prediction. Say what you think happens in the end. 

Reading the Story 

Read Vel'if alld ,lie Python. 

A~ you read. find the answers to these questions. 

I. What problem does Vevir have? 

, How does he solve the problem? 

J. Is there something inleresting to learn in the Story? 

Vevir and the Python 

Vevir lives near the town of 8ulolo. Papua New Guinea. He cooks meals for his 
friends who live and work there. 

One day. Vevir felt like cooking some pork. He took his gun, and went into the 
bush to shoot a wild pig. 

On his way, he shot a liule brown tree kangaroo. [t was not what he had been 
looking for, but the meat would be useful. Vevir tied its legs together and hung it 
over his shoulder. Then he walked on. 

Vevir walked a long way, into the deep jungle. He walked fo r more than an hour. 
At last he found some pig tracks. 

Now Vevir began creeping carefully through the thick undergrowth. He had to 
move very quietly. otherwise a white cockatoO might call loudly and frighten all 
lhe animals away. 

Vevir was being so careful not to make a noise that he forgot to be careful about 
other things. He didn't notice a huge python that was sliding quietly up towards 

him. 

Before he knew what was happening, the python had wound itself tightly around 
his ankles. Vevir couldn 't move his legs. He was trapped. 

Vevir was terrified. Pythons crush their victims and swallow them whole. Vevir 
struggled hard. He took hold of the snake and pulled at it. 

But Vevir wa.~ JUSt not strong enough. The python kept slidi ng up and around his 

body. 

Soon the python was wound around Vevir's ribs. Now it began to squeeze very 
very hard. Vevir cou ld hardly breathe. He knew that the python was trying to 

break his ribs. Soon it would crush the life OU! of him. 

Then Vevir remembered something. The old people in his village used to say that, 
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VEVIR AND THE PYTHON 
Picture Page 

A Python 

School Journal, Pan 2, Number I, 1980, pages 36 - 39. 

Before Reading 
Talk about: 

different kinds of snakes 

how snakes move 

their skin 

Remembering the words of the 'old people' 

Talk about: 

useful sayings useful advice 
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special dangers 

True or not t rue 

Some things in this story are tfue. Other things are made up for the story. Say if 
something is true or probably not true in real life. 

I. Crayfish have two long feelers. 

2. Flounders are flat fish that swim dose to the sand. 

3. Fish can talk 10 each other. 

4. Crayfish are easily seen and caught. 

5. Flounders used to have an eye on both sides of their bodies. 

Language Practice 

Writing 

How? 

How did something happen in the story? 

Say the way it happened. 

I. How did the flounder find the crayfish? 

What made it hard for the crayfish to hide properly ? 

2 How did the flounder trick the crayfish? 

What made it hard for the crayfish to find the flounder? 

3. How did the crayfish punish the flounder? 

What makes it easy for the flounder to hide now? 

A personal sto ry: Hide and Seek 

Hide and Seek 

Play a game of hide and seek. 

Write about your turn in the game. 

Write about one of your friends' turn. 

What happened when you found somebody? 

What happened when your friend found you? 

Jobs 

I. Play the game and remember what happens. 

2. Write your story. Read it 10 a friend. Make changes. 

3. Make your SlOry into a book. Read you r story to other people at school 
and at home. 

19 



Language Practice 
Sto ry line 

What I know 

Jobs 

Put the sentences on cards. 

Arrange the cards to tell the story. 

Hide and Seek 

Once upon a time the flounder fish had a beautiful shape. 

One day a crayfish said to a flounder, "Let's have a game of hide and seek." 

The crayfish had the firstlUrn. but he was easy to find . His feelers stuck out 
from behind the rocks. 

The flounde r had the second IUrn. He stirred up the mud and was very hard to 
find. "I give up;' said the crayfish. "Where are you?" "Right behind you," said 
the flounder. 

Then the crayfish got mad. "I'll teach you a lesson," he said. And he jumped up 
and down on the poor flounder until he was quite flat. 

The crayfish also pulled out one of the flounder"S eyes. He stuck it on the same 
side as the other eye. ''There! Don't play tricks on me again," the crayfish said. 

Now the flounder is a flat fi sh. Look at its eyes. Where do you find them? 

Say what you know about crayfish 

Name Crayfish 

Other names 

Interesti ng pariS (Draw a crayfish and label th ' 
interesting pans.) 

Where to find crayfish 

How to catch them 

Other interesting facts 

Personal experiences with crayfish 

I. Display your information table. 

2. Give a talk based on your information table. Repeat your 1alk at least 
twice. Answer questions after each talk. Make a note of a question you 
cannot answer. 

3. Follow up the question on the research form. Write an answer to the 
question in the space at the bottom of the form. 
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Jobs 
I. Read the story aloud . 
2. Listen 10 other people read it and read it with other people taking parts. 

3. Read ;t in different ways. 

4. Notice interesting things in the lines. 

5. Say what you notice . 

6. Emphasise what you nOlice when you read. 
7. Use you r voice to make the sounds of the words. 

8. Use your hands to show the movement of the water. 

After Reading 
Word games 
!. Find or draw your own pictures for the story. Write a caption under your 

pictures. 

2. Make word poems out of sets of words; for example, out of the words: 
raindrop, puddle, creek, stream, river. waterfall. sea. 

3. Write a 'thin' poem of just two words to a line. Think of the sounds rain 
and water make. 

4. Wrile a shape poem usi ng an idea in the stOry. 

Take pari in a poetry-reading session. 
Make a book of poems and use the book with another class. 

Language practice 

Words which mean 'fal ling' or ' moving down' 

Filt in the gaps. 

I. Rain f. ... s in the hills to fall 

2. Raindrops d ..... from the trees on to the ground below. to drip 

3. The waterfall ..... ops down the hillside. 

4. Trees and branches t. ..... down into the river. 

S. The big brown river f. .... ,s into the sea. 

Draw 

a rainbow in the valley 

Label the colours of Ihe rainbow. 

Extension Task 

I. Make a piclUre booklet that shows Ihese things: 
Why we need rain 

What happens 10 rain 

10 drop 

to tumble 

to fl ow 

The problems that can happen when too much or 100 little rain falls 

2. Read Th e UtIle Rain , a poem by Mary Co!eridge in School Jourl/al, Part 
I, Number 4 1984, page 32. 
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RAIN IN THE HILLS 
School Journal. Pan I. Number 1. 1990. pages 29 · 32. 

Before Reading 
Talk about : 

the different things that rain fa lls on . 

what happens 10 the rain. 

what happens when there is toO much rain. 

what happens whcn there is too li ttle rain. 

Reading pictures 

Look at the pictures of Rain ;n the Hills on pages 29 - 32 and the front and bac k 
cO~'ersof School Journal. Part 1. Number I. 1990. 

Point to: 

a river. 

Ihe banks of a river. 

a puddle on the road. 

a waterfall tumbling down the hi llside. 

Ihe river flowing into the sea. 

Reading the Story 

Read Rai" i" I I, t IliUs. 

Rain. 

Rain. 

Rain in the hi ll s. 

Ra in in the Hills 

Raindrops fall off your nose, and drip and drop to the ground below. 

It rains on and on. 

The ground below the trees gets wetter and wetter. The water runs off down in 
little creeks and waterfalls. 

Still it rains. The creeks dance and splash over the brown banks. carrying mud 
down to the river below. Soon the river swells and roars. brown with earth. 

Now [he river is nooding. tearing away at its ban ks. Trees and branches tumble 
down into it. 

And at last the river. like a big brown beast. flows out into the sea, carrying soil 
and trees and a million million drops of rain · 

together with the drop of rain from the end of your nose. 

Brian Birchall.ScllOolJoumal. Part I. Number I. 1990. pages 29 - 32. 
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THE LOST CALF 
Research form 

Topic: 

Question: 

My Answer 

School Journal. Pan I. Number 2,1988, Pages 22 - 27. 

Before Reading 
Twins 

Say Yes or No 

Have the same mother and famer. 

Are born on the same day. 

Are the same age. 

Are two girls or two boys or a girl and boy. 

Oflen look like each other. 

Talk about 

a dairy farm 

milking a cow 

what we do with milk 

Reading pictu res 

YeslNo 

Yes/No 

YesINo 

Yes/No 

YesJNo 

Look at the pictures of The Lost Calf on pages 23, 24, 26 and 27 of 
School Journal. Part 1, Nu mber 2. 1988. 

Point to 

the twins 

a dog 

acnt 

the fa rmer 

the twins' gumboots 

an old wagon 

the calf 

[he calf drinking milk from the cow's udder 
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Match the ba by with its pa rents 

kitten piglet 

calf 

chicken 

duckling 

Reading the Story 
Read Tile Lost Calf 

The Lost Calf 

Rose and Susan were twins, and they lived on a dairy farm. One Sunday morning 
in spring, their father came in from the milking shed looking worried. 

"One of the cows has had a calf, but I don't know where she's left it," he told 
them. "She just followed (he other cows to the milking shed, and left the calf 

behind." 

"Silly thing. What sort of mother would leave her baby behind?" said Rose. 

"Well, it was her firs t calf. I suppose she didn't quite understand what she had to 
do. But the trouble is, I don't have lime right now to look for the calf, and it will 
die if it doesn't get fed soon." 

"Rose and I could look for it:' said Susan. 

"Would you?" said Dad. "You might have to go a fair way, The herd was right at 
the other end of the farm." 

"T hat's all right," said Susan. "Leave it to us." And the two girls ran to the back 
porch and pulled on their gumboots. 

There was a good track for most of the way. Rose and Susan followed it up the 
first hill , past the dam and the small stand of gum trees. Then they puffed their 
way over the next and biggest hill and went through the last of the Taranaki 

gates. 

"This is the right paddock," said Susan. "But I don't see any calf." 

"Let's try down there," said Rose. 

They walked down to the bottom of the hill. Rose sloshed through the little 
creek, and Susan jumped over it. An old wagon stood between the creek and the 
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Vocabulary 
Importa nt Words 

to noa t: to lie gently on water or in air 

The first daughter spun a flO e threld and f .... . cd back to the north. 

:J. forest : a large area of land covered with tall trees and small trees and bushe~. 

Each daughter s ... ... a fine thread, tied it around Spider's middle and then 

drifted off into the fores t 

a thread : a light, fine string 

Next time you see a spider's web, look closely at the fine 1. . . . . 5. 

a tug: a quick sharp pull at something 

Spider was happy when she felt the first t ..... on the thread , but then there WlS 
another and another and another. 

Voca bula ry sc rapbook 
Draw some of the new words in your vocabulary book . Label the drawings. 
Moke on activity for you ond your portner to do with the words. 

Extension Activities 
I 

3. 

4. 

Make kites using different kinds of designs. Decorote the kites. 

Hold a kite t1ying d:lY. Pl ln the programme. Invi te people to come. 

Teach onother perso n how 10 make and fly 0 kite. 

Write instructions for making 0 special kind of kite . 
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Writing Tasks 
Write a poem 

Spiders 

Find the words in the story that describe the spider. 

Think aOOUl: 

what the spider looks like 

what the spider eats 

how the spider moves 

Shape the words into a poem. Choose a title for the poem. 

Read the poem to other people, 

Publish you r poem so that it can be included in a class poetry book. 

A Folk Tale 

Write 3. folk tale for an unusual animal. 

Publish your Story as a book. Be prepared to introduce your book to the class on 
Friday, .. (date). 

Jobs 
I. Choose an animal with an unusual part. 

2. Make up a story to explain how the animal got its unusual part. 

3. Write a first draft and show it to some friends. Make changes. 

4. Turn your story inlo a book with a cover and with illustrations. 

5. Read your story to a person in another class or to sisters and brothers at 
home. 

Project 

Make a display of infonnation about spiders. 

Be prepared to open your display on Friday . 

Display these things: 

I. Careful drawings of spiders. 

2. Infonnation tables on spiders. 

. .. (dale). 

3. Folk tales about spiders. (Have the books and the stories on tape.) 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 

8. 

9. 

Poems about spiders. 

Stories about interesting experiences with spiders. 

A list of important things to know about spiders. 

A quiz about spiders. (Don't fo rget to make an answer sheet.) 

Make a poster to advertise the display. Invite people to come 10 Ihe display 
at certain limes. 

Ask twO members of the class to review the quality of the display. 
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fence and the girls walked up towards it. 

Beside the wagon was a forlorn little bundle of brown fur. '"There it is!" both 
girls yelled at once . 

"Fancy finding il this quick." said Susan. "Come on, let's get it home." 

"Poor lillle thing," whispered Rose. 

They moved up 10 the calf and patted it gently. The calf looked unhappily up at 
them, Ihen gOt to its fee t. 

"That's right ," said Susan. "Now come on home with us." 

"Yes, come on," said Rose. "We're nOI going to hurt you." 

But the calf wouldn't move, even when Rose put her anns around its neck and 
Susan gOl behind and pushed. 

" I wish we could put it on our shoulders like Dad does," sighed Rose. "He 
makes it look easy." 

They sat down to think. 

" I know what we can do," cried Susan. She ran over to the creek and cupped her 
hands together, filling them with water. Then she came back and put her hands 
under the calf's nose. 

The calf started to drink greedily. Susan stepped backwards, so that the water 
was out of reach. The calf moved, too. When the water was gone, itjusl carried 
on walking, sucking Susan's fingers and licking her hand. 

"Poor thing, it must be starving," said Rose. 

"Well, it's following us now, anyway," grinned Susan, very pleased that she had 
been the one to think of giving it a drink. 

All the way home they took turns in letting the calf suck their fingers. By the 
lime they reached the cow shed, thei r backs were quite stiff from all the bending. 
It had taken them a long time. 

Dad had left the cal f 's mother in the yard. The twins could see her pacing up and 
down. 

' Look, there's your Mum," Rose said to the calf. 

" I hope she remembers you," said Susan. 

Both girls had seen cows push away calves that didn't smell like their own. But 
when the calf wobbled over to her, she gave a gentle "moo", and Jet it drink 
from her. 

"They'll be all right now," said Susan proudly, as they stood and listened 10 Ihe 
loud sucking noisc=s. 

" Let's go and tell Dad," said Rose. and off they ran to the house. "Won't he be 
pleased!" 

Dianne Warrington, School JOl/rnal , Part I, Number 2,1988, pages 22·27. 
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After Reading 
Talk a bout wOl"ds 

What is the same about these things? 

What is different about them? 

twins 
a dairy rarm 
a cow 
to suck 

to be starving 

Ask and Answer 

sisters 
a sheep farm 

a calf 
to lick 
to be greedy 

The Lost Calf 

Work with a partner. 

One person asks the questions. 

The other person pretends to be the farmer. Rose and Susan's father. 

Questions 

I. Good morning. Mrs Smith. Do cows sometimes lose their calves? 

2. Tell me about today. One cow came to the milking shed without her calf. 
Is that right? 

3. What did your daughters do? 

4. Where did your daughters find the calr. 

5. How did Rose and Susan make the calf follow them home? 

6. What happened in the end? 

Say it 

1 

Pretend you are the farmer: 

Say why YOII wue looking 
worried when YOIl came from 
lite milking shed. 

Pretend you are $usan: 

Say what yOIl and Rose did to 
help yOllr father. 

Pretend you are Rose: 

I. Say where you. fOllnd 
the calf. 

2. Say IIIhal problem YOll 

and SlIsan had. 

24 

2 

Pretend you are $usan: 

Say what YOII did to solve the 
problem of getting the calf 
back to its mother. 

Pretend you are the farmer: 

I. Say what the cow did when it 
saw the calf again. 

2. Say what the calf did when it 
saw its mother again. 

Pretend you are the farmer: 

Say II'hol yOll .wid 10 Rosie and SI/san 
when they told ),011 whar rhey had done. 

After Reading 
Ask and Answer 

T he Spider who liked 10 go to Parties 

Work in pairs. 

One person asks the questions. 

Questions 

I. What did the fat spider like 10 do? 

2. 

3. 

Where did the spider send her daughters? Which way did they go? 

What did each daughter say when she returned to the web? 

4. The spider felt a tug on the first thread. What happened next? And next? 

And next? 

5. 

6. 

What was the spider's problem now? How does the Story end? 

What does the Story tell us? 

Same or diffe rent 

Fold your paper. Talk with a partner about the words and piclUres. 

Are they the same (S) or different (D)? 

Person A Person B 

" 

0 I. 

2. Spider was furious 0 2. • Spider was angry 

3' North 0 3. South 

4. East 0 4' West 

5.' Give the thread a tug 0 5. Pulllhe thread 

6. The thread snapped 0 6' The thread broke 

7' Spider's middle 0 7. Spider's waist 

• Th is person starts. 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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give the thread a tug and I will come." 

So the first daughter floated back to the north. 

Then the second daughter came. She said: "Antelope is having a party but she 
hasn' t decided when it will be." The mother spider said. "Here, tie a thread 
around my middle. When the party begins, give the thread a tug." 

So the second daughter fl oated back to the south. 

The third daughter came back. "Leopard is having a party," She said. "But she 
doesn' t know when it will be." Again the mOlher spider said. '1'ie a thread 
around my middle. When the party begins, give the thread a tug." 

So that daughter floated off 10 the east. 

The last daughter came back. "Frog is having a party," she said. "But he doesn't 
know when it wilL" The mother spider said : ''Tie a thread around my middle am 
give it a tug when the party begi ns." 

So the last daughter floated off 10 the west. 

The mother spider was very happy. There were four parties to go to. She sat on 
her web and ate a fly as she waited. 

The next day, she felt a tug on the fi rst thread. "Oh good," she said. "Rabbit is 
having his party." But before she could move she felt another tug. Thi s tug came 
from the south. 

"Ah, Antelope is having her party." Then she felt a tug to the cast, and a tug to 
the west. 

All four threads were pulling in different directions. Spider fe lt as if she were 
being pulled apart. 

They tugged harder, and harder. ... 

Suddenly they snapped - which was lucky for spider. But now she h;)d a very 
thin waist. as all spiders have today. 

You might have thought she would be cured of wanti ng to go to parties. But she 
wasn't. For if you look at the spider's web, at the right time of day, you wi ll see 
her hanging from her little silk thread. She is listening hard, hoping to hear 
someone say when the next party will be • one she can go to, thi s time. 

Retold by June Walker Leonard, School JOllmal , Part 2, Number 3, 1989. pages 
40-43. 
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Language Practice 
Look at the pictures. 

Finish the story. 

Look at t he picture on page 23. 

Use: girls, dad, gumboots 

"That's all right," said Susan to ....... "Leave it to us." And the two .. ... ran to 
the back porch and pulled on their .......... . 

Look at the pictu re on page 24. 

Use: brown, li tt le, twins, wagon 

An old .... . . stood between the creek and the fence, and the ...... walked up to it 
Beside the wagon was a forlorn . ... .. bundle of .. .... fur. 

Look at the picture on page 27, 

Use: ca lf, drin k, girls, noises 

Both .... ... . had seen cows push away calves that didn't sme ll like their own. But 
when the ...... .. wobbled over to its mother, she gave a gentle "moo" and let it 
..... ... from her. "They ' ll be all ri ght now," said Susan proudly. as they stood and 
li stened 10 the loud sucking . . 

0 0 you know your punctu ation marks? 

Put an exclamation mark 0), question mark (?) or full SlOp (.) al the end of each 
sentence. 

T he Lost Calf 

Rose and Susan lived on a dairy farm _ 

"You look worried. Dad," said Susan_ "Can we help you_" 

"Would you_" said Dad. "A calf is missi ng_ The mother left her calf behind and 
followed the other cows to the milking shed_" 

"What a silly cow_" said Rose_ "What sort of mother would leave her baby 
behind_" 

The girls looked everywhere for the calC Then they saw it beside the wagon_ 

"There it i5_" yelled Susan. 

"Over there_" shouted Rose at the same moment_ 

"How are we going to carry it home_" said Susan, as they ran towards the calC 
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Writing Task 

Vocabulary 

Personal ex perience 

Have you every found an animal and looked after it? 

Write a story about it so that other people can read it. 

Jobs 
I. Recall what happened when you found an animal and looked after it. 

2. Publish the story in a class book. 

3 Read your story to children in other classes and to people at home. 

to cup 

(cupped) 

A dam 

forlorn 

to make a shape like a cup 

(Make a cup with your hands.) 

a place where a stream is 
blocked to make a pond 
or small lake. 
(Draw a picture of a dam.) 

to look sad and without hope 

greedily a way of eating and drinking 
when you are very. very 
hungry or thirsty. 

a herd many cows living and 
feeding together 

$usan c .. . ... ed her hands together 

and filled them with water from 
the little stream. 

Rose and $usan followed the 
track up the first hill, past the 
d .... .. and the gum trees. 

The twins found the f. .... little 
calf beside the wagon. 

When Susan put the water in 
her hands under the calf's nose 
it staned to drink g .. 

The mother was with the rest 
of the h .... . at the other end 
of the farm. 

a paddock a field with fences around it. The twins found the calf in 
Animals are kept in a paddock. the p ...... where the cows had 

spring 

to suck 

one of four seasons in a year, 
the season after winter, the 
season when plants begin 
to grow again. 

a special way to drink 
A baby sucks milk. 

to wobble to walk in an unsteady way 

been feeding. 

The calf was born one morning 
ms ...... . 

The calf s ... .. ed Susan's fingers 
because it was thirsty. 

When the calf saw its mother, 
it w .... .. d over to her and began 
to drink her milk. 

Additional Reading 
Read The Dairy Fanner, by David Hill. in School Jmmw/, Part 2. Number 4, 1990, 
pages 31·36. 
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Reading the Story 

Read Th e Spider who liked 10 go 10 Parties. an African folk tale . Find the 
answers to theSe questions as you read the Story. 

1. What was the spider's problem? 
, Ho\\" did the spider try to solve her problem·J 

What happened in the end" 

The Spider who liked to go 10 Parties 

Once there lived a very fat spider who loved la go to parties. even when she 
wasn't invited. 

One day. as she was sitting on her web. she saw some ants running along the 
ground. They looked very excited. They tapped each other with their feele rs. 
They rln round and round in circles. 

"They must be going to a party:' thought (he 'pider. "'Why else would they be .~o 

excited,)" 

She lowered herself down on a thread. the way spiders do. and tried to hear what 
the ants were saying. Sut JUSt as she was getting close . a wood pigeon chortled. 
and the ants scurried away. 

Spider was furious, because she W:l~ dying to hear about the party. So she called 
to her four daughters ;lI1d said: "1 am sending you out into the forest to find out 
who's h:lving a party. When you find out. come hack and tell me, because I 
would like very much to go." 

The spider's daughters spun fille threads and drifted off like litt!e kites into the 
forest. One went north, one south. one east. and one west. 

North 

\Vesl 

South 

Spider sat on her web and waited. Soon the d.lUghter from the north callle back . 
"'Rabhit is having a p:lTty." she said. "Sut he h:lsn't decided when it will be" 

"'Aha." s:lid the mother ... ! must go to Rabbit's party. Here. tie a (hre<ld around 
my middle. You lake the other end and go back to Rabbit. When the party begins. 

,-, ,-



THE SPIDER WHO LIKED 
TO GOTO PARTIES 

An African Folk Tale 

Picture Page 

Rabbit 

Frog 

Antelope 

5cllool Journal , Pan 2, Number 3, 1989. pages 4043. 
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SHARING 
A Folk Tale from India 

Pi cture Page 

. ":. 

Before Reading 

Point 10: 

Gi rls, dad . gumboots 

The front hal f of the cow 

The back hal f of the cow 

The part where we gel lhe milk from the cow 

ScllOot JOll rnal, Pan I, Number I, 1987, Pages 21 - 27. 
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Do you know: 

what a cow eats and drinks? 

how often you milk a cow? 

Show \\ith your ha nds: 

how you milk a cow 

Drawa nice, fat , juicy mango. 

I. Say how you can share the mango in a fair way with your friend, 

2 Say how you could share the mango with a friend in a cheating or tricky way. 

Talk a bout the differences 

to share 

a friend 

daytime 

wonn 
happy 

a wise man 

to cheat 

an enemy 

night time 

cold 

unhappy 

a foo lish man 

Reading the Story 

Read Sharillg. a folk tale from India. 

Find the answers to these questions as you read the story. 

l. Who are the important people in the story? 

2. What problems do people have in the story? 

3. What happens at the end of the story? 

4. What interesting things can Ileam from the story? 

Sha ring 

Once there were two friends called Ramu and Somu. They decided to share 
everything they owned: a blanket, a cow, and a tree. 

But Somu found a way of cheating Ramu. 

"Ramu," he said, "half of the time you can have the blanket, and half of the time 
I'll have it." 

"That seems fair," said Ramu. 

"Yes," said Somu, "you can use the blanket in the daytime, and I'll use it at 
nighL" 

So Ramu had the blanket in the daytime when it was so warm he didn't need 
one. But on cold nights he shivered while Somu kept warm with the blanket. 

"Now, Ramu, about the cow," said Somu, "We'll have half of her each." 

"All right," said Ramu. 

"You can look after the front half, and I' ll look after the back," said Somu. 
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Vocabulary Practice 
Im portant words 

I. 

2. 

J. 

4. 

5. 

to lead (leading): to walk in front of an animal or another person. 

The farmer was walking along and the donkey was walking behind him. 

to sneak (sneaked): to move quietly so that nobody sees or hear~ yOll 

a thief (thieves): a person who t:!kes thmgs without asking the owner's 
permission 

to follow (followed): (Q walk behind, (Q come after 

to turn into (turned into): to change into something different 

Fill in the gaps 

I. 

2. 

l. 

4. 

5. 

One day, a farmer was I ....... his don key slowly along the road. 

Two thieves s .. up to the donkey without making a noise and untied 
the rope around the donkey's neck. 

One th ..... took the donkey to the market to se ll . 

The other thief tied the rope around his own neck and f. .. the farmer. 

When the farmer looked behind, he was very surprised to rmd that his 
donkey h:td t ..... i ..... a m:!n. 
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Wife 

Farm er 

Wife 

Farmer 

Wife 

(C()millg om the lloor) Where' s the donkey" 

He turned into a m'ln. [ looked around. and r \\i;JS lI!;Jdin>! :1 

man with a rope around his neck. All the~e ve<lrs. ["ve b~cl1 
loading and beating a Illan. not a donkey. 

That"s terrible! r hope we won't be punished. becau~e [ 
used 10 overload and beat him. too. 

Well. what do we do now? 

I suppose we'll have 10 go to the market and buy ,mother 
donkey. We can't do without one. Luckily. we 've got Just 
enough money. 

Scene Two The donkey market. There {Ire rO\!'s olld rows ofdrmke\'S. III the 
bockground the First and Second thief are sharing their mone\". Ther (lrl!lIe 
ondfight over it. ond 0 Policeman arrests rflem both. .. , 

Famler 

Wife 

Famler 

Donkey 

Fanner 

Wife 

Fanner 

Donkey 

['m sure rve seen one of those men before. Hey. look at Ihat 
donkey! Isn't hejust like our old one" 

How could it be our old donkey if hc's changed back Into;] 
man? 

[tell you, it'sourold donkey. ["d know him ;Jnywhere. Look. 
here's the mark on his leg. where the dog bit him. And 
here's th;]t little tuft of h;]ir on his shoulder. And look. see 
the bit missing off his ear. He's our donkey! We've found 
our dear old donkey! 

Hee haw! Hee haw! 

You bad donkey! You went home and got drunk and be;Jt 
your poor old mother again. didn't you! Well. ['01 certainly 
not going to buy you a second time. You can be bought by 
somebody else. They will beat you Ilnd overload you. and it 
will serve you right. 

Yes. come on. we'll buy thllt one over there. He doesn'tlook 
as if he ever got drunk or beat his poor old mother. 

You nasty old donkey! We never want to see you again. 

Hee haw! Hee haw! 

Fanner [t"s no good begging us to buy you again. You had your 
chance and you threw it away! 

Jack La~enby, School Journal. P:J.rt I. Number 3. 1992. Pages 2 - 9. 

After Reading 
Producing the Play 

1. Choose your cast. Make signs <lnd props. Practise the play until you are 
doing it confidently. 

2. 

3. 

Make a notice to invite people to come and sec the play. Prepare a 
programme to give out to the audience (or a progrilmme to hang on the 
wall). 

Perform the play for different groups of people. Ask different people to 
review the play for you. 
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So Ramu had to feed the cow and give it water every day, But Somu milked the 
cow, and drank the milk or sold it. 

As for the tree." 

"We 'Il have half of the tree ellch," said Somu. "You can have the trunk and the 
roots, and [ '11 have the branches and the leaves." 

So Ramu looked after the tree and watered it every day, But Somu picked all the 

fruit for himself. 

One day while Ramu was walking in the forest, he met a wise man. "Why are 
you so thin? Why do you look so unhappy?" the wise man asked him. 

Ramu told the wise man about the way his friend WIlS cheating him. "What elln I 
do?" asked Ramu. 

"Listen cllrefulIy and I'll tell you," said the wise man. 

The next day at sunset, Ramu hllnded Somu the blanket, just as he always did, 

but this time it was dripping with water. 

Somu was angry. "This blanket is much 100 wet to use. How am [ going to keep 

warm?" 

"In the same way that I' ve kept myself warm," said Ramu. 

So, that night, Somu shivered with cold while he tried to sleep. 

In the morn ing, Somu hurried 10 milk the cow. But just as he finished, Ramu 
tickled her nose with a straw. The cow was so surprised she kicked over the 

bucket of milk. 

Somu was furious. "What do you think you're doing?" he said. 

Ramu smiled. "Don't fo rget that the front half of the cow belongs to me," he 

said, " I can do what I like with it." 

Tired and hungry, Somu climbed the tree. "Some fruit will make me feel better," 
he thought. But as he sat in the branches to pick the fruit, along Cllme Ramu with 

an axe. 

" Ramu, what are you doing?" yelled Somu as Ramu started chopping the trunk. 
"If the tree falls down, there wil! be no more fruit." 

"The trunk is mine. I can do what! like with it," said Ramu. 

Somu thought for a moment. Then he climbed down from the tree. 

"Ramu," he said, "I think we should find another way of sharing." 

"Yes," said Ramu. "This is what we'll do. We will each take turns to use the 
blanket at night. Both of us will look after the cow, and we will shllre the milk. 
And both of us will water the tree, and we will share the fruit." 

"Yes, Ramu , I agree," said Somu. ' 'That is the way that friends should share." 

Retold by Barbara Beveridge, ScllOol}Ollrtlaf , Part 1, Number I, 1987 

Pages21·27. 
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After Read ing 
Ask a nd Answer 

Sharing 

Work with a parener. 
One person asks the queslions. 

The other person pretends 10 be Ramu. 

Questions 
I. Good morning. Ramu. What did you own with your friend? 

2. How did you agree to share the blanket? 

How did you agree to share the cow? 

How did you agree to share the tree? 

3. That does not seem very fair to me. I know you lalked to the wise mOln 
about your problem. What did he tell you 10 do? 

4. What happened in the end? 

5. How do you share you r things with Somu now? 

Comprehension 
I. Draw the things that Ramu and Somu owned. 

Label your pictures. Don't forget to label the parts of the tree: the roots. the 
trunk. Ihe branches. the leaves and the fru iL 

2 Which pari of the cow did Somu own? Which part did Ramu o wn? Draw 
your answer. 

3. "We'll have half the tree each," said Somu. 

4. 

Who had the trunk and the roots? 

Who had the branches, the leaves and the fruit? 

Write down what the wise man said to Ramu . (We don' t really know, but we 
can guess !) 

Teach Somu a Lesson 

Wise man: Ramu, we must teach Somu a lesson. This is what I want you to do. 

Tomorrow, ...... ........................ . 

The next day I want you to ............ . . ....................... ........................................ . 

Last of all, when Somu goes to sit in the branches o f the tree, I want you to 
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THE THIEF AND THE 
DONKEY 

What am 17 
J have: fou r legs 

long ears 

Picture Page 

a long tail with a tuft at the end. 

[ belong to the hor.~e family. 

I say. "Hee haw, hee haw". 

What am I? ___ _ 

School ) ollmal, Pan I. Number 3, 1992, pages 2 -9. 

Before Reading 
Talkabout: 

the work th:lt donkeys do to help people 

What is your a nswer? 

I. A farmer is leading his donkey along the road. Who is goi ng first. the 
farmer or the donkey? 

2. 

3. 
A donkey is pulling a cart. What is going first, the donkey or the cart? 

A thief is followi ng the farmer. Who is going first, the thief or the farme r? 
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Writing Tasks 
What I learned today 

Eggs 

Today. I learned three interesting things about eggs from the SIOry. 

First. 

Second. 

Third. 

Jobs 
I. Read the list to a friend. Answer his or her questions. 

2. Make a list of questions you cannot answer. Follow up on at least one 
question. 

Folding book 

Draw a picture map of the places in the SlOry. Say what happened in each place. 

Make the picture map into a folding book. 

Show your book to other people. Read the Story today. 

Personal experiences 

A ......... . ............. Story 

Recount a personal story about finding something in an unu sual way. Say how 
you looked after it. 

Jobs 
I. Retell the c:\perience for other people IQ read. 

2. Make your story into a book. 

3. Present your book to the class. Read you r story to children in other classes 
and to people at home. 

Pretend diary 

Pretend to be the girl who looked after the duck egg. 

After reading the story, fill in your pretend diary. 

Additional Reading 

Read Eggs can speak , by June Walker Leonard, in School j Ollrna/, Part I, 
Number I, 1985,pages6-9. 
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Say it 

Pretend you are Ramu: 

Say how SOtnU shared the blanket 

with yOIl. 

Pretend you are Somu: 

(Remember Ramu has now 

spoken to the wise man. ) 

Say what Ramu did with the blanket. 

Pretend you are Ramu 

Say how Somtl shared the cow 

with you. 

Pretend you are Ramu: 

Pretend you are Somu: 

(Remember Ramu has now 

spoken to the wise man.) 

Say whal Ramu did to the cow. 

Pretend you are Somu: 

Say how SOtnll shared the tru 
with you. 

(Remember Ramu has now spoken [0 
the wise man.) 

Pretend you are Ramu: 

Say what Ramll was going to do to 
the tree. 

Pretend you are Ramu 

(at the end of the story); Say who yOIl talked to abow 

YOllr problem. Say how you want to share yOI/r/hings 
with Soml/. 

Pretend you are the wise man: 

Give Ramll some advice. 

Say and think 

I. 

2. 

If I say share, what do you think? 

If I say cheat , what do you think? 

3. If 1 say wise. what do you think? 

4. If 1 say shiver, what do you think'? 

Ways of sharing 

Fill in the table. 

Pretend you are Samu: 

Say what YOII have learned from 
Raml/. 

Say the best way to share three things you have with a friend. 

Three have been done for you. 

Item 

A T-shi rt 

Thirty vatu given 10 you 

by your Aunty 

A bottle of lemonade 

The best way to share 

Take turns at wearing and washing it. 

Give your friend fifteen vatu. 

Give your frien d the fi rst drink. 
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My Pretend Diary 

Begin a 'pretend diary ' . Each time you write In the diary, prerend you are 
someone from a story you are reading. Remember Ihat every week you will go 
to a new part of the world. 

For example: Pretend you are Somu. Say what you have learned about sharing. 

Monday ........................ (date) ....................... (dale) 

I am Somu. I live in a village in ..... 

I have been tricking Ramu and today 

he paid me back. So we made a new 

plan. I will give him a turn with Ihe 

blanket at night. 

We will share Ihe . . I will 

help Ramu to 

Language Pract ice 
\Vri te 'a' or ' the' in the spaces 

A Tricky Way to Share 

Ramu and Somu shared ..... blanket, ..... cow and .. .... tree. One day. Somu 
said to Ramu. " You can use ...... blanket in the daytime. I want 10 have ..... . 
blanket at night." 

As for ..... cow, Ramu fed it every day and gave it water. Every evening. Somu 
milked ...... cow and drank ...... milk. 

As for .. . tree. Ramu watered it every day, while Somu picked aB ...... fruit fo r 
himself. 

Important w ords 
Choose Ihe right word for each sentence. 

Make changes to the words to fit the sentences. 

10 cheat, dripping, to share, to shiver,to tickle, 10 agree, to belong, furious, 
to surprise, to yell . 

1. Ramu and Samu decided to s ...... everything Ihey owned: a blanket, a cow. 
and a tree. 

2 Somu found a way to c ... ... his friend Ramu. 

3. Ramu s ...... ed on cold nights because he had no blanket to keep him warm. 

4. Somu was angry when Ramu handed him the blanket which was d ... 
wet. 
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Wh ich animals lay eggs? 

bullt!rnie ... c:us 

crocodiles cows 

buffaloes p!!Ople 

pythons horse~ 

pigeon~ sh:lTks 

Wh at happened li rst? 

What h3ppened next? 

Work with a partner. 

sheep parrots 

ducks penguins 

turtles prgs 

hens elephant seal s 

Put the sentences on cards. Arrange the cards to tell the story. 

[ [ 

[ I 

An Egg Story 

Sophie picked up 3n egg 3nd c3rried it in her mouth. 

"Drop it." I s3id and she opened her mouth 3nd let a duck egg drop out on 
the gT3SS. 

[ J I put the egg down my shirt to keep it warm and then we wenl home quickl y. 

[ [ 

[ [ 

[ [ 

[ [ 

[ [ 

[ lOok the duck egg to my aviary 3nd put it unde r a pigeon which was sitting 
on twO eggs. 

The pigeon S3t on the strange egg for several days. 

One day. one of my friends said. "I've got a mother duck sitting on some 
eggs. 

"Bring your egg over. and J' [] put it under her." 

On the way, [ heard a peeping sound coming from the egg. 

Ne .... t day I went 10 my friend's house. The duckling had hatched out and wa. 
safe and well with its ne ..... mother. 

Crossword puzzle . An Egg Story 

Work with 3 partner. 

Complete the puzzle by asking your partner for the missing word. 

Do not say the word but say something 3bout the word. 

P e130 D A. - A.cro!J!J P e130D B - DoYll. 
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-1 . What did you do with the egg in the end? 

5. Did the story of your egg have a happy ending? 

Yes No Put it right 

I. My dog. Sophie. found a duck egg and carried it carefully in her mouth . 

............ . . ........... Yes/No 

2. I made Sophie plltthe egg on the grass. Then I put the egg in my pocket to 
keep it warm. 

YesINo 

3. I put the duck egg under a pigeon. The pigeon was already sitting on some 
eggs. She didn't seem to mind sitting on the duck egg . 

4. 

Ye.~/No 

The pigeon looked funny si n]ng on the duck egg. Duck eggs are much 
smaller than pigeon eggs . 

Yes/No 

s. Then I decided to put the egg under a mother duck. The pigeon was 
pleased when I took the duck egg away. 

6. The egg hatched safely under the mother duck. 

Language Practice 
Combining Acti"ity 

Work in pairs. 
One person has Card A. The other person has Card B. 

YesINo 

YesfNo 

Choose the ri ght word to make a true sentence. /The person with 'stam,) 

Card A An Egg Story 

U~e: behind, in , inside, under 

I ' Sophie was walking quietly ...... .. ........... ..... 

2. .. ..... ... her mouth . 

3' I had a pigeon .... .. ........ .... 

4. .. ...... ......... .. .. my pigeon. 

S' The duck egg seemed safe ......... ........ 

6 was gelling ready to come out. 

Ca rd B An Egg Story 

Use: behind , in, insid e, under 

I . ...... .. me. 

2* She had an egg ....... ... . ...... . ..... 

3 .... .... ... the aviary which was sitting on twO eggs. 

4' I put the duck egg . ........ . ........ 

s ... ..... . ........... the pigeon. 

6* The little duckl ing . .. ..... ..... .... . . .. 
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5. Ramu t. ..... ed the cow's nose with a straw. 

6. The cow kicked over the bucket of milk because she was so s ..... ed. 

7. Somu was f ...... because he could not sell the milk. 

8. Ramu reminded Somu thalthe front half of the cow b .. ..... ed to him. 

9. Somy . ..... ed out when Ramu began to chop the trunk of the tree . 

10. In the end. Somu a . . .... ed that Ramu's way of sharing was the ri ght way. 

Writing Practice 
Read this s tory first 

T he Fox and the Stork 

A Fable from Aesop 

Once upon a time. a Fox asked a 
Stork to come for dinner. The Fox 
cooked some soup and put it 
on a large flal dish. 

'·Mmm. Ihi elicious, "sai t e Fox . . he lapped it up greedily wilh his 
longue. The poor Stork could only sit and watch. 

The next day. the Stork invited 
the Fox for dinner. She cooked 
some l::Isty worms and put them ' 
a long narrow jug. 

"Mmm. these worms are delicious," .said the Stork, as she put her tong th in bill 
into the jug. 

The Fox sal by hungry and helpless. 

Yourjobs: 

I. Write a story about two animals that ptay a sharing trick on each other. 

2. Turn you r story into a book with a cover and with illustrations. 

33 



FESTIVAL OF FARMERS 
Picture Page 

Before Reading 

Point 10 interesting parts oflhe buffalo's body: 

tail, 

horns. 

nostrils. 

hoofs. 

School Jou.mal. Pan I, Number4. 1987. Pages 22 - 23. 
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The pigeon sat on this strange egg for several days. I had 10 turn it for her each 
day, as it was 100 big for her to move. 

The egg seemed safe under the pigeon. But I kepI wondering what would 
happen when the duckl ing hatched. 

One day, onc of my friends heard about the duck egg. and said, " J've got a 
mother duck silt ing on some eggs. Bring your egg over. and ['11 put it under 
her." 

I thoughl lhis was a good idea.·" 

What do you think happened next? 

So I (Ook {he duck egg from under the pigeon (who didn ' t want to give it up ) 
and set off for my friend's house. 

Suddenly, as I drove, I heard a peeping noise. I! was coming from the egg. The 
little duckling inside was getting ready to come out. I hurried to gel the egg 
under my friend 's duck. 

Next day, when I called round , the duc kling had hatched out, safe and well, 
under its new mother. 

ponds: pools of water 

in a guilty sort of way: as if she had done something wrong 

aviary : large bird cage 

didn ' t mind a bit: was qu ite happy 

hatched out : broke out of the egg 

didn't want to give it up: wanted to keep it 

peeping: high squeaking sound 

called round: went to my frie nd's house 

Lesley Webb, School Journal, Part I, Number I, 1988, pages 29·31. 

Mother duck and three ducklings 

After Reading 
Ask and Answer 

An Egg Story 

Work in pairs. 

Pretend you are the person in the story. 

Your partner wi ll ask you some questions. 

Questions 

I. What was your dog c:lrrying in her mouth? 

2. What d id you do with the egg? 

3. Why did you have to turn the egg over each day? 
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Ta lk about: 

eggs. 

AN EGG STORY 

School Journal. P:lrt I, Number I, 1988. pages 29 - 31. 

Before Read ing 

chickens and baby birds hatching from eggs. 

Draw egg number 4 

The chicken in egg 3 is ready to hatch. 

Show the nex t stage in the chicken's life in egg 4. 

A chicken growing Inside an egg 

Reading the Story 

Read All Egg Story. wh ich is a lrue story. 

AnEggStory 

One day, my dog Sophie and [ were OUI walking on a bit of land which has lot)o of 
ponds. Sophie ran here and there. sniffing away busily. Sudden ly. she started to 
walk vcry quietly behind me. I turned 10 look at her. Sophie seemed 10 have 
something in her mouth and she looked at me in a guilty sort of way. So [ said. 
" Drop it:··· · 

What did Sophic have in her mouth? 

She bowed her head and, opening her mouth, let an egg drop OUI on the grass. It 
was a duck egg. Sophie must have taken it from a nest hidden somewhere in the 
bushes. I knew I CQuld never find the neslto putlhe egg back. 

Then I had an idea.· .. 

What was the idea? 

I put the egg down my shirt to keep it warm. and hu rried home. 

When I got home. [ took the duck egg to my aviary. r had a pigeon in there who 
was silting on two eggs. I slipped the big egg under her, and she didn ' t mind a bit. It 
was funny to see her perched on it. as it was much bigger than her own eggs. 
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Talk about: 

the festival days in Vanuatu. 

the special things you do on the festival days. 

the special things you eat on the festival days. 

the reasons for each festival day. 

Reading pictures 

Look at the pictures of Festival of Farmers on pages 22 • 23 and the from and 
back covers of SchooIJollrnal. Part I, Nurnber4, 1987. 

Point to: 

a buffalo which has been scrubbed clean. 

the buffalo's horns. 

a buffalo which is carrying bags of rice and beans. 

a house which is decorated with coloured leaves for a special day. 

people parading and celebrating in the streets of the village. 

Animals which help people with their work 

Match the animals with the work. (Some items can be used several times.) 

Say the sentences. 

A 

Dogs 

Cats 

Buffaloes 

Donkeys 

Horses 

B 
catch mice. 

pull ploughs. 

guard houses. 

carry produce to market. 

pull carts. 

carry people on their backs. 

Think of other animals and the work they do. 

Making Plans 

You arc planning to make decorations for your classroom for your nex t festival. 

With your panner, talk about the best order. 

Making Deco rations 

Ask friends and family to help you save the things you need. 

Make a list of the things you will need. 

Have a class meeting to discuss ideas. 

Ask your teacher for permission to decorate the classroom. 

Decide on the beSt way to decorate the classroom. 

Sh:lre out the work of making the decorations. 

Start work on making decorations. 
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Reading the Story 

As you read Festival of Farmers. rind the answers to these questions: 

I. What does the buffalo do to help the farmer? 

2. [s music important on this day? 
J. Why are the people celebrating? 

Festival of Farmers 

When [ was in the Philippines. I was lucky to see a very special day in the 
village of Luchan. 

It is called the Festival of Farmers. 

On this day, the farmers dress up in their best clothes. The buffaloes who hel 
with the farm work are scrubbed clean and are loaded up with bags of rice aT 

pumpkins and beans. 

In the village, people decorate the fronts of their houses with fruit and brightl 
coloured "rice flowers" called pahiyas. 

To make pahiyas, people dip leaves in a coloured rice paste. The paste dries, a 
is peeled off as a pretty shape. 

The farmers from all around flock into the village for the day. The band plays 
and everyone parades through the streets. 

The people are giving thanks for their harvest. 

E. Bryant. SchQolJoumol. Part I. Number 4. 1987. Pages 22-23 

Talk about the words 

Which words go together? 

A 

a special 

farm 

bags of 

the fronts of 

a preny 

Ask and Answer 

Festival of Farmers 

Work with a partner 

After Reading 

B 

rice 

the houses 

shape 

work 

doy 

One person asks the questions. 

The other person pretends to be the boy holding the buffalo. 

Questions 

J. Hello. I am here for the Festival of Farmers. Can I ask you some questions 
about it? 
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Extension Task 
Label the map 

Show Chile, the South Pole, the South Island of New Zealand and Tasmania. 

Antarctica 
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Jobs 
1 

3. 

4. 

Write an information table for Antarctica. 
Use these headings: Continent. Climate. Plants . Animals. Interesting 
facts .. 

Write down a question you would like to ask about the Antarctic. 

Find out the answe r to the question. 
Have a two·minute talk available to give to people who want 10 find out 
about the topic. 

Prepare a quiz on the topic. Prepare an answer sheet. 

Check Questions 
Wha t is your answer? 

1 

2. 

3 

4. 

The North Pole is in the A .. . .. . .. (Antarctic/Arctic) 

The South Pole is in the A 
The people who live in the Arctic regions are called Eskimos. They live in 
igloos. 

They make their igloos out of ... 
In Antarctica the land is covered by snow and ice. There are no trees. 

Why do the people build their she lters out of ice and snow? 
What are the names of some of the animals that live in Antarctica? 

Additional Reading 

Vocabulary 

I Read the pictures of How Cold is Cold? by Rose Hudson . in School 
Journal, Part 3. Number 1. 1991. pages 56 - 64. 

2 Read Peltgm'" Walkers by K. Westerskov. in School Journal. Part 2. 
Number3.1987.pages 19·23. 

lmport:m\ words 
a shelter: something that covers you. somethi ng that protects you from the wind 
or rain (or sun ) 

Visitors to Antarctica learn how to make a sh ..... to protect them from the cold . 

a mound: a pile of something, a heap of something (snow) 

The people began to build their snow house by making a m .. 

a shovel: a tool with a scoop and long handle (Draw a shovel.) 
They used their s ...... s to pile the snow in to a mound. 

a tunnel ; a passage made by digging 
They dug a I .. .. so that they cou ld go inside the mound. 

of snow. 

to crawl: to move slowly on hands and knees (Ask a person to show you.) 
Each person had to c ....... along the narrow tunnel into the snow mound. 
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2 

3. 

4. 

Your buffalo is scrubbed very clean. What is it carrying" 

How did you make the decorations for the houses? 

Did you walk from your fann to the village? 
Is it a long way? 

5. What things do you like best about the Festival of Farmers? 

Talk about the pictures 
l. Look at the pictures on page 22. 

2. 

What are the farmers wearing? 

What are the buffaloes carrying on their backs? 
What is the boy in the bottom picture doing? 

What is the boy in the bottom picture wearing? 

Look at the pictures on page 23 . 

What is the woman in the middle picture doing" 

When the woman has put the paste on the leaves. what will she do next? 

Which decoration do you like best on the houses? (Look at the front and 
back covers 100 .) 

What do the pictures tell you about the festival day? 

What are the people doing on the street? 

Is a festival a time when people are happy? 

Do people work on a festival day or do they have a holiday? 

Role Play 
Pretend you are scrubbing a buffalo with your father and your uncles. What do 
they say to you" 

Finish the Story 
Use the words below. 

Festival of Farmers 

For the festival. the farmers wear their best c ....... The buffaloes are washed 
clean. Then the farmers load b . ..... of rice and pumpkins and b ..... on to the 
backs of the buffaloes. 

In the vil lage, people decorate the fronts of their h. .. with fruit and coloured 
"rice flowers". 

All the farmers from the district go into the v .... .. for the day. The Streets are 
full of people. The people are happy because they have enough rice and 
vegetables for another year. The festival is the farmers' way of giving thanks for 
their h ..... . 

bags beans clothes harvest houses viJJ3ge 
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Writing Tasks 

Vocabulary 

1. Pretend diary 

Each time you write in the diary, pretend you are someone from a story you are 
reading 

Write about events , people, things and your private feelings. For example: 

M y Pretend Dia ry 

Monday, . . ................ (da te) 

Today I am Maria. I live in 

the village of Lucban in the 

Philippines. 

At last it is the Festival of 

Farmers!! All week we have 

been making "rice flowers" to 

decorate our house. I like the 

gold ones best 

2. Letter writing 

.................. .. (date) 

Exchange letters with a class in another country. Write about a special day in 
your village or town. Enclose a photograph or a picture. Use some of these 
words and phrases: 

holiday I early in the morning I wash I dress I best clothes I special music sing I 
give thanks I at lunchtime I in the afternoon I play 

Ask the class in the other country to write and le!! you about a special day in 
their country. 

Impo rtant words 

Look at the meanings of the new words. 

to scrub: to clean or wash by rubbing hard 

On this festival day. the farmers s ... ,' the buffaloes clean. 

a pumpk in: a large round vegetable. A pumpkin grows on a vine and 
has seeds in the centre. (Draw a pumpkin.) 

The buffaloes carry bags of rice, p ..... and beans on their backs . 

to decorate: to make something look pretty 

The people d ...... their houses with brightly coloured "rice flowers" for 
the Festival of Farmers. 
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Information Table 

Fill in the information table for making a snow mound. (Pretend you are there.) 

Wh31 we are making 

What we need 

What we do to make the snow mound 

What we do inside the snow mound 

A Mura l 

A snow ... 

Our packs and. 

A .... 

Plenty of soft 

First, we heap our bags on the ground. 

Second. we. 

Then . 

Lastly. we 

Make a mural to show the steps for making a snow house. Work in groups of 
five people. Each person in the group draws one of the steps. Write a caption 
under the drawing. Then paste the drawings on the mural. 

Sensible or not 

Which sentences might you hear in the Antarctic? 

I. "I'm tired. Shovelling snow is hard work." 

2. "Let's go and look for some firewood to make a fire." 

3. '"I'm going to take photographs of seals and penguins:' 

4. 

5. 

"After breakfast. let's go for a swim in the sea." 

' 'I' m going to measure the movement of the ice." 

Additional Information 

Antarctica is a continent. 

The SOUlh Pole lies in Antarctica. 

Fact Sheet 

Antarctica 

The land of Antarclica is almost completely covered by ice. 

Antarctica is the world's co ldest cominent. 

In winter. the sea surrounding Antarclica freezes. 

In summer, the temperature sometimes goes up to O°e. 
Only a few. very small plants can live in the cold of Antarctica. 

The plants, like mosses. cling to the rocks. 

The Antarctic Ocean is a rich source of food. 

Many seabirds live and feed in the region. 

All Ihe mammals native to Antarctica are marine mammals. This means they live 
in the sea. 

These mammals include several types of seal, porpoises, dolphins and whales. 
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Ask and Answer 

Snow Houses 
Work with a partner. 

One person is:ln expert on making 'snow mounds·. 

The other person asks the questions. 

Questions 

I. Excuse me. can you tell me what 'snow mounds· are':' 

2 How do you make a snow mound? 

What do you do first? 

What do you second? 

What do you do next? 

What else do you do? 

What do you do last of all? 

J. What are some good things about a snow house? 

What are some problems you have inside them? 

Ideas for Writing 
My Pretend Diary 

Pretend you are visiting Antarctica. You have JUSt fin ished making a snow house. 
Before you go to sleep, you write an entry in your diary. 

Ideas for getting started : 

• Day, date. time. place • Weather 

• Important things that happened • My private feel ings 

Monday, ............ 199 1. Tuesday ................................ , ... . 
Today J am ... ........................ ... . 

lodip: 10 PUI somethi ng into water. paste. or paint for a moment 
and then quickly take it out 

The people d ..... leaves in a coloured rice paste. 

(0 peel: to cut away or strip off something (like the skin of a 
banan:l) 

When the rice paste has dried. the people p ..... it off. They then have a 
pretty shape. 

to nock: to go to the same place at the same time 

On the day of the Festival. the fa rmers from all around f. .... into the 
village. 

to parade: to march or walk through the streets with other people for 
a special reason 

On th is special day, the band plays music and everyone p ..... s through 
the streets. 

a harvest: all the fru it. rice and vegetables which are being picked 
and gathered ready for e;!;ting 

The Festival is the people's way of giving thanks fo r their h ....... . 

Extension Tasks 
I. Make a wall chart for your class. Write the names of your fes tivals and the 

dates on which you wi ll celebrate them Ihis year. Draw piclures co go with 
each festival. 

2. Make a card 10 give to a special person on your next festiva l day. 

J. 

4. 

Make decorations for your classroom. 

Read Life on the Rice Fields , by Ans Westra. in School Journal, Part I, 
Number4, 1988,pages8- 11 . 
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THE PUMPKIN AND THE 
BABY 

A Story from the Philippines 

Picture Page 

1\ \ \ I I 

" 

---

Before Reading 

Make an enlarged book for the story. 

Share the work of making the book. 

Read the pictures and the story with the students. 

School}ollma/, Pan I. Number ), 1977. pages 2 - 4. 
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Before Read ing 

Ta lk about things that are cold 

• E:uiog an ice block ' A house made of big blocks of ice 

Reading the Story 
Read SIIOW Houu s. 

Snow Houses 

How would you like to sleep in a house made of snow? I had to do that when I 
was in Antarctica, 

New Zealand visitors to Antarctica all have to learn 10 make snow houses. Th:!! 
way. if they ever have 10 spend a night outside, they will know how to get some 
shelter. Otherwise they could die of cold. 

The best known snow house is the igloo. such as the Eskimos make. It is built 
out of blocks of hard snow. We watched some other people ffi3king igloos. but 
we didn't try to make one ourselves. 

The easiest houses to make are called "snow mounds", That's the kind we made. 

Fi rst we piled OUT packs and bags in a heap on the ground. Then we shovelled 
snow on top of them. We walked all over the snow and banged it with our 
shovels, to make it hard. After about an hour, we had a big firm mound. 

We dug a tunnel into the side of the mound, and pulled all ou r bags OUI. T hat left 
a space big enough fo r one person to crawl into. Then we took turns to go in and 
shovel OUI more snow. AllaSI we had a space big enough for all four of us. 

This was to be our home. 

When we cooked dinner, our house got so steamed up we could hardly see one 
another. When it was li me fo r bed, we had to get into our sleepi ng bags with all 
our clothes on. Still we were glad to have some shel ter. 

It was really cold that night (minus 20°C. or colder). But we all slept well in our 

snow house. 

Kim Westerskov, School j Ollmal, PaT( 1. Number 4,1988, pages 24 - 26. 

After Reading 
Show the a ctions 

Show the actions for each step in making a snow house. 

Pile the bags in a heap on the ground . 

Shovel ' the snow' over the bags. (Put plenty of snow over them.) 

Bang the snow down hard with your shovels and your feel. 

Make the tunnel. (Remember 10 wait an hour firs l. ) Pull oul the bags. Then 
HIke turns to shovel out more snow. 

Cook your dinner inside the snow house, then go to sleep in a 'sleeping 
bag'. 
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SNOW HOUSES 
Picture P:lge 

........ 

An igloo 

Point 10: 

• the Arctic . • 3n igloo which is sti ll being nt:Jde . 
• the Antarctic. • an igloo which is ready for people 10 Jive in. 

Se/lOoIJournal. Pan I. Number-l. 1988. pages 24·26. 
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The Pumpkin and the Baby 

A poor m:!n and his wife wamed a baby. They prayed and pr:lyed for one, but no 
child came. 

The man had a garden where he grew pumpkins. They were big and yellow. and 
always tasted good. When the man and his wife had ealen all Ihe pumpkins. they 
prayed for more. Only one pumpkin grew. 

It w::ts big and red, and when it was ready 10 eallhe m~tn picked it :md gave it 10 
his wife. 

Just as the wife lifted up the axe 10 chop the pumpkin up, it started 10 cry. She 
ran and [Old her husband. 

"Pumpkins don', cry:' he said. and picked up the a.'(e. 

The pumpkin started to cry again. The man put the a;c;e away. He cut Ihe 
pumpkin open carefully. Inside was a baby boy. 

The woman picked him up. 

"We have a baby," she said. "Our prayers have been answered:' 

She took the baby inside and washed him. Every drop of water turned 10 gold. 

'We have a b3by and we have gold!'" said the woman. "We can build a palace." 

But a palace would need lots of land around it. A palace would need many 
servants. So the women tried washing the baby again. And again every drop of 
water turned 10 gold. 

"Now we c::In build two palaces:' said Ihe man. '"['[I gel some more water. yOll 
C;ln wash Ihe baby ag:lin.'" 

Just as the woman sl:lrted to wash the baby for the third time. the baby sat up. 

"You wanted a baby. You were given me. You were given gold a~ well. but you 
wanted more. Do you w:lnt still more gold?" 

"We would like some more." s3id the woman. 

"You are 100 greedy." Ihe baby said. :lnd di sappeared wilh the gold. 

The man and his wife were left with no gold. and no pumpkin. 

Retold by Jack L:lsenby. School JOfmwf. Pan I. Number 3. 1977. pages 2 . 4. 



Ideas for the Enlarged Book 

This is a story about a poor 
man and his wife. They wanted 
something very much. 

Page I 

.;' 
"" I 
"j> 

N ' ." 
" 

The woman picked up the axe. 
"Waah, waah," went the pumpkin. 
Page 3 

{JJJ~{jIJ W 
The woman picked up the axe again. 

"Waah, waah, waah," wen! the 
pumpkin. 
Pa e 5 

42 

The poor man and his wife wanted 
a baby, One day they saw a big 
pumpkin in the garden. "Good," 
said the man. "Where's the axe? 
Let's chop the pumpkin up:" 

Page 2 

The woman put down the axe. "The 
pumpkin is crying," she 
said."Pumpkins don't cry," said the 
man. "Let's cut the pumpkin open." 
Page 4 

The woman put down the axe. She 
took a knife and cut the pumpkin 
carefully. 

"Look!" she shouted. "There is a 
baby inside the pumpkin." 
Pa e 6 

10 rush out (rushed): to hurry out. 10 run out 

So the man gal up early and r ...... ed oul of his house to pick his bananas. 

to d rop (his face dropped): He was not smiling any more. 

The man looked at his banana tree and his face dr ....... ed. 

to s teal (stolen): to take something that is nOl yours . 

to yell (yelled): to shout, 

to say in a loud voice 

"Someone has s ..... .. en my bananas," the man y ...... ed. 

to sta mp your foot (stamped): Ask your teacher to stamp hislher foot!! 

to moan (moaned): to complain, to groan, to howl, to cry 

s ingle: one 

The man was very angry. He sl.. .... ed his foot, he m .. .. . ed, but not a s. 

banana came back. 

a thief: a person who steals Ihings 

"Who stole my bananas?" yelled the man. '" must catch the th I" 

10 m a rch , someone (marched): 10 make someone walk quickly 

T hat night the man caughl a monkey climbing up the banana tree. He held the 

monkey by the tail and m ...... ed it back to his house . 

to po int (pointed): to use your finger to show someone where to look 

The man p .... ed to his family. "Look," he said. '" planted those bananas for my 

children." 

to peer : to look closely, to Iry to see something more clearly 

Later that night there was a knock on the door. The man opened it and p ..... ed 

outside. 
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Writing 

3. With a knife in his hand. the man rushed out to pick the bananas. 

4. 

5. 

The man ran to the banana tree. 

The man hurried to the banana tree. 

The man cut the bananas with a knife. 

When he saw the banana tree the man's face dropped. 

The man was happy and excited. 

Suddenly the man slopped smiling. 

The man stamped and kicked and moaned. 

At lasl something stirred in the garden. 

Nothing happened . 

Something moved. 

The man heard a sound . 

6. The man marched the monkey back 10 the house. 

The man held the monkey by the tail. 

The man made the monkey walk quickly. 

The man was angry with the monkey. 

7. The man opened the door and peered into the darkness. 

Tell a s lory 

The man tried to see who was there. 

It was hard to see in the dark. 

The man rushed outside. 

Write a story about looking after your things so much that you forget to share 
them with other people. or Ask a person who knows a story about sharing to tell 
il to you. 

Make a book 

Jobs 
I . Prepare a written account of the story. Read it to your friends. Make 

changes. 

2. Make your story into a book. Give your story a title. Draw illustrations for 
your book. 

3. Read your book to children in another class. 

Vocabulary Practice 
Important words 

Look at the meanings of the new words. 

Read the sentences. 

to plant (planted): to put in the ground to grow 

A man pI. ..... ed a banana tree in his garden. 

10 appear (appeared): Little bananas began to grow on the plant. 

Soon, little bananas a ......... ed on the plant. 

perfect: just right 
At last the bananas were p ........ for pick ing. 
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The woman picked up the baby. 
"Now we have a baby," she said. 
Page 7 

The woman washed the baby again. 
All the water turned into gold once 
more. 

"Now we can build twO palaces," said 
the man . 
Page 9 

~fi) 
poof 

pcof 

"You aTe very greedy," said the baby. 
Then the baby and the gold and the 
pumpkin disappeared. 

Page II 
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The woman took the baby inside and 
washed him. 
"Look!" she shouted. "A ll the water 
has turned into gold. Now we have a 
baby and some gold too. We can 
build a palace." 
Page 8 

~=:~-o(·" '" ) 
, " , , 

" , ' 

The baby sat up and said, "You 
wanted a baby. Now you have me 
and some gold. Do you want more 
gold?" 
"Yes, we do," said the man and the 
woman. "We want a lot of gold." 
Page 10 

The man and the woman were very 
sad. Now they had no baby, no gold 
and no pumpkin. 

Page 12 
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After Reading 

Comprehension 
Answer the questions. 

Follow the instructions. 

T he Pu mpkin a nd the Ba by 

L What things did the man and woman pray for? 

2. Look at the picture: 

Draw the house. 

Put'" where they found the baby. 

Put X where they washed the baby. 

Draw the axe and put it in the picture. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Why did the baby ask the man and the woman if they wanted still more 

gold? 

If you are given a present. what should you say to the person who gives it 

to you? 

List as many uses as possible fo r different things in the story. e.g .. an axe. 
a tin bath. some gold .. 

Goodandbod 

In this story there is a struggle between good and bad. Below are sentences from 
the story. Say if they tell something that was good . Say if they tell something that 
was bad. 

L The man and the woman wanted a baby. 

2. The woman washed the baby the first time. 

3. The woman washed the baby the second time. 

4. The woman wanted to wash the baby a third time. 

5. The baby and the gold disappeared. 
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Story cards 

Make a set of Story cards for Bal/allas. 

Practise pUlting the Story cards in order. 
Make a game with the cards. 

Say it 

Pretend you are the man: 

,. Say where you planted a banana plant. 

2. Say how you looked after your banana piant. 

Pretend you are the man: 

(You go 10 pick the bananas out find Ihe besl 

bananas have gone.) 

Show how you slamp your fOOl and moan 

and kick and yell. 

Pretend you are the man: 

Hide behind a bush and wait for the thief 

10 come 10 pick your bananas. 

Language Practice 
Read or wri te t hese sentences 

The man planted a banana tree. 

Soon the bananas were perfect. 

A monkey picked the bananas 

T he man planted a second banana tree .. 

Now there are more than enough bananas. 

Choose the right meanings 
(Sometimes there are twO good answers.) 

2 

Pretend you are the monkey: 

Show how you: 

1. walked up ro (he banana plant. 

2. climbed the banana plant. 

3. picked lhe fruil. 

Pretend you are the man: 

I March Ihe monkey home. 

2. Point to your Children and lell the 

monkey why you planted the 

bananas. 

Pretend you are the monkey: 

I. Knock on the man'S door. 

2. Tell/he man why you picked the 

bananas. 

3 . Scamper away with your wife and 

children. 

for both families. 

for its children. 

for the monkey's family. 

for picking. 
for his family. 

I. Linle bananas started to appear On the plant. 

2 

The man could see them. 

Little bananas began to grow. 

The bananas turned from green to yellow. 

"Tomorrow, the bananas wi ll be perfect for picking." the man said to hi .~ 

family. 

"The bananas will be a little thicker." 

"The bananas will be a linle longer." 

"The bananas will be just right to pick and eat." 
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After Reading 
Ask a nd Answer 

Bananas 
One person asks these quest10ns. 

The other person is the man in the Slory. 

The man answers the questions. 

Quest ions 

I 

2. 
J. 
4 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Good morning, Sir. Please tell me where you planted your banana tree. 

How do you know when the bananas aTC ready 10 cu t? 

Who look YOUT bananas? 

What did you say to the monkey? 

Who visited you 1mer that ni ght? 

What d id the monkey say to you? 

What did you decide 10 do? 

Comhin ing Task 

Work in pai rs. One person has Card A. The other person has Card 8 . 

* means you arc the person who slans . Your partner fi nishes the sentence. 
Decide if the sentence is a sensible one. [ f the sentence is sensible, write the 
mi ssing part on your sh~e l. If it is not se nsible. make the sentence right. 

Card A 

Bananas 
1* A man planted a banana tree . ...... ......................... . 

2. ............. ..... . .... became a liule shorter and thinner. 

3'" The man watched the bananas 

4 .... . . .................. .. .. gave them tohis chi ldren to eat. 

5'" The next night, the man caught the monkey by its tail .. 
6. .... .. ...................... ... "I grew the bananas for them". 

7'" The next day, the monkey brought his wife and children to the man . 

8. ..... ..... fOrlhe monkey's family. 

Ca rd B 

Bananas 

I . ...................... ... , .. ... in the middle of his garden. 

2· Each day. the bananas .... ....... ..... .. 

3 .................... . .. ....... turn from yellow to green. 

4 '" One night. a monkey took the bananas from the tree and ............. .. 

5. . ......... as the monkey was climbing the banana plant agai n. 

6* The man pointed 10 the monkey's family and said .............. . . . .. 

7. ... . .... "Look:' the monkey said, "I picked those bananas for my 
children:' 

8* The man planted a second banana tree 
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Language Practice 

Writing 

Why and because 

Why did so mething happen in the story? 

What caused it 10 happen? 

I. The woman cut the pumpkin careFully with a knife because 

2. The woman washed the baby again because 

3. The baby and the gold disappeared because 

A story 

Find a story that tells what happens when people are too greedy. Publish the 
story as a book. Introduce your book to the class on . .... ......... (date). 

Jobs 
1. Find a story about a person who is too greedy. 

2. Ask a person who knows the Story well to teIt it to you . Tape record the 
story if you can. 

3. Prepare a written accoun! of the story. Read it 10 your Friends. Make 
changes . 

4. Turn the story into a book. Write the storyte!ler 's name on the cover. 

5. Read the story to children in another class or to brothers and sisters at 
home . 

A project 
Prepare a display on gold. Open the display on ..... . (date). 

Jobs 
I . Gather visual material (maps, drawings, photos). 

2. Make an information chart for gold. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Where is gold fo und? Why is it val uable? What is it used for? 

Write captions for your display. 

Gather wriuen accounts of the topic from different sources. 

Make a poster to ad vertise the display. Invite people to come to the display 
at certain times. 

Prepare a quiz on the topic. Have an answer sheet. 



Word Gamcs 

Work with a partner. 

1. Fi nd the words 

Find as many words as you can in each long word. 

servants a, ant, ants, sea, van. tea, vase . near. renl .. 

carefully 

disappear 

2, What can you do with these things? 

a pumpkin : grow it, water. it. pick il. cut it cook il, eat it, 

a garden 

a knife 

gold 

land 

3. What do th ese people do? 

baby 

husband 

wife 

servant 

4. Whal else might we do when we do these things? 

pray : kneel. shut our eyes, bow our head. fo ld our hands. 

chop 

wash 

build 

5. What things are these colours? 

yellow : a ripe banana ... .. 

green: 
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Bananas 

A man put a banana plan! right in the middle of his garden. He fed it and 
watered it and watched it grow. Little bananas started to appear on the plan!. 
Each day they became a little thicker and a little longer. Finally. they started to 

turn from green to yellow. 

"Tomorrow, the bananas will be perfect fo r picking," he said to his wife and 
childre n. They were happy and excited, thinking of all the fruit they would ea!. 

Next morning, the man got up early and had breakfast in a hurry. With a knife in 
his hand and a big basket under his arm, he rushed out to pick the bananas. 

When he got to the garden, he stopped. His face dropped. He couldn't believe 
his own eyes. All the bananas. except for a few al the lOp. were gone. 

"Somebody has stolen my bananas!" the man yelled. 

He had never felt so angry before in his life. He stamped, he kicked. he moaned, 
but not a single banana came back. That night, he hid behind a bush, dose to 
the banana plant He hoped the th ief would come back to steal the laSI bananas. 

Soon it was very dark and very still. He waited and waited, but nothing 
happened. He was just about to give up when something stirred. He raised his 
head over the bush, and watched. 

A monkey walked up to the banana plant and started to climb it. 

The man rushed out and caught the monkey by the tail. He marched it bac k to 
the house. He pointed to his wife and his chi ldren. 

"I grew the bananas for them!" he shouted at the animal , and booted it out with 
a great hard kick. 

A little later, there was a quiet knock on the door. The man opened it and peered 
into the darkness outside, He was surprised to see the monkey again. It had 
returned with all of ils children. 

" I picked the bananas for them!" said the monkey, looking very annoyed indeed. 
Then Ihe whole family scampered away. 

The next day, the man planted a second banana plant not far from the first one. 
He looked after it well, and it grew fast. Now there are twO plants in the garden : 
one for the man, and one for the monkey, with more than enough bananas for 
both families, 

George Ciantar. Schoolloumal. Part I. Number4, 1986, pages 12 - 15. 

Where did the man plant Ihe banana plant? 

Show a banana geuing thicker and longer. 

Show: The man' s face dropped. 

Show: The man stamped, he kicked, he moaned. 

Show: The man pointed (to his family). 

Show: The man peered into Ihe darkness. 

Where did the man put the second banana plant? 

Who was the second plant for? 

I31 



Listen and d raw 

The teacher will tell you what to draw. 

N 

W+ E fence 

stream \ 

s 

~ bushes 
'-, 
tall trees 

road banana tree 

house 

', ' 

x 

Instructions: 
I. Copy the teacher's drawing from the blackboard. (The teacher's drawing 

should show the outline of the garden. It should also show the road, the 
stream, the man 's house and the compass points.) 

2. Draw a fence around the man's garden. 

3. There are tall trees growing outside the fence. The trees hide the morning 
sun. 

4. Plant a banana tree right in the middle of the garden. 

5. A monkey and hi s family live in one of the tall trees by the stream. 

6. Ask the teacher 10 tell you the other things that are planted in the garden. 

Reading the Story 

Read Banal/as. 

I 

2 

l 

What problem does the man have in thc story? What problem does the 
monkey have? 

How does the man solve his problem? How does the monkey solve its 
problem? 

What interesting thi ngs can I learn from the story? 
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HOW TO MAKE 'FIZZY' 
LEMONADE 

School Journal , Pare 1. Number 4, 1990, pages 8 - 9. 

Before Reading 

Making Plans 

You are planning to make someth ing in the kitchen. 

With a partner, talk about the best order. 

Reach agreement on the best order. 

Wash the things you need. 

Ask permission co use some cooking things. 

Read the instructions carefully. 

Talk about what you are going to make with an adult. 

Save some money to buy the things you need. 

Make a list of the things you need. 

Plan the best time for making it. 

Reading pictures 

Look at the drawings of How to make Fizzy Lemon'ade on pages 8 and 9 of 
School Journal, Part 2, Number 4, 1990. 

Point to: 
a cup 

ajug 

half a lemon 

a large spoon 

Making a list 

a tap with running water 

measuring spoons 

a lemon squeezer 

Make a list of the things you li ke to eat and drink. 

Favouri te Food 

1... . .......... . ... . . 

2 ................................... .. 
3... ... 

Look ing at labels 

!. Col!ect labe ls from bottles. 

2. Paste them on a sheet of paper. 

3. Read the labels. 

Favourite Drink 

1 

2.... 
3... . 

Read ing the Recipe 

As you read How to Make Fizzy Lemonade, ask yourself these questions: 

I. What do 1 need? 

2 What do I do? 
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How to Make fizzy Lemonade 

Did you know you can make your own fizzy lemonade? 

It's easy. 

Here is what you need: 

a clean. two·litre plastic bottle. with a screw·on cap 

three lemons 

a cup of sugar 

a little bit of granulated yeast 

a jug for pouring. 

Put the sugar into the jug. Add some hot water from the tap, and stir it all until 
the sugar has dissolved. 

Cut the lemons in half and squeeze them into the jug, too. Pour the mixture into 
your bottle. then add cold water until the bottle is almost full. Leave about five 
centimetres of space at the top. 

Now add the yeast - about a quarter of a teaspoon will do. This is what makes 
the mixture fizz. Screw the cap on tightly and tip the bottle to mix everything, 

The lemonade needs time to become fizzy. Leave it for at least four days. A 
place that is not tOO hot and not too cold is best. 

While you are waiting. think of a brand name for your lemonade and make a 
fancy label. You can tell if the lemonade is fizzy by squeezing the bottle. It is 
ready if the bottle feels quite hard. Before you open it, put it in the fridge for a 
few hours. 

It really works! 

Jill Brasell, School Journal, Part 2, Number 4, 1990, pages 8 - 9. 

After Reading 
Ask and Answer 

How to make fizzy lemonade 

Work with a partner. 

One person asks the questions. 

The other person has just made some lemonade. 

Questions 

I. Hello, . What have you just made? 

2 Is it easy to make fizzy lemonade? 

What do you need to make fizzy lemonade? 

1. [ would like to make some fizzy lemonade. 

Tell me all the things you have to do 10 make it. 

4. Can you drink the lemonade as soon as you have made it? 

5 Where is the best place to store the lemonade? 

6 How can you tell if the lemonade is fizzy? 
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BANANAS 
A Story about a !\ Ian , a Monkey and some Bananas 

Picture Page 

A Monkey 

Before Reading 

Read ing pictures 
Look at the pictures of Bal/allus, School Journal, ParI I, Number 4, 1986, 
Pages 12·15. Say what might happen in the story. 

Page 12 Point to: 

a bunch of bananas 

a man 

a monkey 

Questions: Are the bananas ready for picking? 

[s the man happy or unhappy? 

What is the man thinking about? 

What is the monkey thinking :lbout? 

What will happen? 

Pa ge 13 Point 10: 

:l b:lnana tree 

a sharp knife 

Questions: Why is the man currying Cl sharp knife in his hund, I wonder? 

Is the man happy or angry? 

Whm has huppened? 

School Journal, P<lrt I, Number4, 1986, pages 12 - 15. 
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Vocabulary 

Fact Sheet 

Elephant Sea ls 

The southern elephant seal is found in sub-Antarctic regions. It is blue-grey in 
colour. The male has a trunk-like snout. can reach a length of 6 to 7 m. and weigh 
up to 3 530 kg. Elephant seals feed on fish and squ id. They breed on land but 
spend the winter at sea. During the breeding season, elephant seals become 
aggressive towards each other. The bulls fight to protect their territory on the 
beach. 

Elephants 

There are two types of elephant, the Indian elephant and the African elephant. 
The African elephant has very large ears and weighs up to 7 500 kg. The Indian 
elephant is smaller, has sma!ler ears, and weighs up to 5 500 kg. The elephant's 
nostrils are at the end of its trun k. Elephants eat by picking grasses, leaves and 
fruit with the tip of the trunk which they use to place this food into their mouths. 
Elephants are used to carry logs in logging operations. 

Important new words 

a lump: a thi ng (At first you can ' t see what it is.) 

We saw this big, grey i .. . on the beach. When we got close we saw it was an 
elephant seal. 

to attack (attacked): to fight, 

to fi ght and wound, 

to fight and kil l. 

to fight and harm 

Perhaps a shark or a killer whale had at .. .. .. ed the elephant seal. 

to survi ve: to be hurl but still alive, 

to be wounded but still able to swim 

a wound : a cut, tom skin, an injury, 

If an elephant seal sur. . ....... s a shark attack, it usually waddles up a beach and 
waits for its w .. ...... to heal. 

to heal : to get better, to get well again, to gel healthy 

The elephant seal Slays on the beach until its wounds h 
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Sa}' it 

Pretend yo u are going to ma ke Pre tend you have made the 
lemonade: lemonade: 

Ask an adult for permission 10 use Screw the cap tightly on the 
the kitchen things. bottle and lip it to mix everything. 

Ask someone in your family to Give J friend some advice 
buy some yeas! at the store. on how much cold water to 

put into the bottle. 

Ask a sister or brother to help you: Give a friend some advice 
l. pick some lemons from a tree. on how long to leave the 

2. squeeze the lemon juice into lemonade so thilt it will 
ajug. become fizzy. 

Ask you uncle to save his IWO- Give a friend some advice 
litre plastic bottles for you. on the best place to store the 

lemonade while it is becoming 
fizzy. 

Making lemonade 

Ask your teacher to let you make some fizzy lemonade. 

Write out the list of things you wi!l need. 

F rom hom e From th e sho p 

I. I.. 

2 ... ..................... . 2 .. 

1 .. ................................. .... . 1. 

Reci pe task 

I am going to make fi zzy lemonade 

1 need th ese 
thin gs : 
(Draw the things 
and label them. ) 

S t e ps I. Putacupofas ...... intoaj. 

2 Add some ........ water. 

1 Stir the .. . . until it all dissolve s . 

4. Cut three .. ... in half and . ....... the juice into the 
jug. 

S Pour the mixture into the b .. 

Add ....... water until the bottle is almost .. 

LeJve ........ of space at the top of the bottle. 

6. Add about 1,4 of a teaspoon of . .. .. . .. Screw the 
.. . on the bottle. 

7. Leave the bottle for about .. ...... .......... Then try 
the fizzy lemonade. 
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Ad vice I. Screw the top on the bottle .. .. .. . . . 
2. Hide the lemonade from your frie nds. Pour it in a 

place that is not 100 .. ..... and not too ........ . 
Remember where you put the bottles. 

3. Make a . ....... for the lemonade bottle. 
4. Test the lemonade for fizz by ........ the bottle. 
5. Put the lemonade in a . . ... .. place before you open 

it. 

Language Practice 

Writing Tasks 

Giving instructions 
Match parts A and B. Say the sentences. 

A 

Measure 

Clean 
COl 

Squeeze 
Dr.>w 

Say how you do it 
(Use each word once.) 

B 
a label for the bottle. 
the juice from the lemons. 
the plastic bottle. 

the lemons in half. 
the sugar with a cup. 

I. 

2. 

Wash the jug and the bottle ......... . 
Follow the instructions . . . . ......... . 

3. Pour the mixture ....... .. imo your bott le . 
4 . Screw the cap ... . .. on the bottle 
5. Write a brand name ........ on the label. 

6. Squeeze the bottle .. . .. . to see if it feels quite hard. 

Reci pes 

carefully 
closely 
slowly 

tightl~· 

clearly 

gently 

Make a class recipe book. Write a recipe for your favourite food or drink and 
paste it in the recipe book. 

Jobs 
I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Choose you r favourite food or drink. 

Ask an older person how to prepare the food or drink. 
Write the recipe. Ask you rself what instructions you should give. (What 
should the person do first. next. and so on? Does the person need to have 
special things to do the job?) 

Read the recipe to a friend. Make any Changes to the recipe. 
Prepare a final draft of the recipe. Draw the pictures for it. Paste it IOtO the 
rec1pe book. 

Write a letter to a penfriend in another coumry. Tell him or her how to 
prepare you r fa\'ourite food or dri nk. 

7. Ask the penfriend to send you a recipe of hi s or her favourite food or 
drink. 

so 

Important words 

Which word does not belong in each row? Why doesn' t it belong? 

I. altack h,rt hit feed 
2. survives dies continues lives 

3. battle fight game struggle 
4. wounds injuries cuts bones 

5. heal recover mend bleed 
6. nasty clean unpleasant painful 

7. roar music yell shout 

Writing Task 
What I learned today 

Jobs 
I. Write down three things that you have learned from the story. Use the 

learning summary form. 

2. 

3. 

Read the list to a friend. Answer his or her questions. Make a list of 
questions you cannot answer. Follow up on at least one question. 

Paste the summa.ry form in a writing scrapboo k. (Paste the answers 10 your 
questions in the writing scrapbook. too.) 

4 . Share the entries in your writing scrapbook with other members of the 
class. 

Learning summary form 

Elephant Seals 

Today. I learned three interesting things about elephant seals: 

First •...... 

Second ..... 

Third .......... . 

Extension Tasks 
I. Make a class book about animals that live in cold places. Choose animals 

that live on the land and animals that live in the sea or air. 

2. Write a facts sheet for your class. 
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Ask and Answer 

Elephant from the Sea 

Work with a partner. 

One person asks the questions. 

The other person is one of the children in the picture. 

Questions 

I. Good morning. What's your name? 

2 What did you find on the beach yesterday? 

3. What d id you notice about the elephant seal? (Say more.) 

4. What did the elephant seal do when you went close to it? 

Say it 

Say what you saw on the beach. 

Say what you saw near lhe elephant 

sears /all. 

Say why elephanl seals sometimes get cuts 

on their bodies. 

Language Practice 
Sentence order 

(n grou ps, read one sentence each. 

Put the sentences in the right order. 

2 

Say how long elephant seals stay on 

the beach when they are injured. 

Say why elephant seals are always 

glad 10 be back in the sea. 

Measure 7 melres on the floor. That is 
the length of the elephant Seal. 

Elephant rrom the Sea 

We looked at the elephant seal quietly. At first. it didn't seem 10 mind. 

Then it opened ils mouth and let out a roar. 

So we went away - hoping that it would soon be well enough to leave the beach. 

The next time we went. it had gone. 

We knew the elephant seal must be glad to be back in the sea. and eating its first 
meal for weeks. 
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Vocabulary Practice 
Important words 

Look at the meanings of the new words. 

Read the sentences. 

to add: to put twO or more things together 

Put the sugar into the jug and a ...... a Jinle hot water. 

to dissolve : to become a liqu id, to become mi:"(ed with the water 

Stir the mixture of sugar and water until the sugar has d ........ d. 

fa ncy: pretty, decorated 

Draw a f. ..... label to stick on the bottle of lemonade. 

fizzy: hi ssi ng, bubbly 

It is easy to make your own f. ...... lemonade. 

a label: a piece of paper which is stuck on a bottle to show what is inside 

We read the I ...... .. and look at the picture on it to fllld out what is inside the 
bottle. 

lemonade: a drink made of lemon juice. water and sugar 

The recipe tells us how to make fizzy J ..... . 

to screw: to twi st or turn something to tighten it 

The cap has to be s ....... ed on ti ghtly so that the mixture will not spill out. 

to squeeze : to press hard on the lemons so that the juice comes out 

Cut the lemons in half and s ....... the juice into ajug. 

to s tir : to mix (a liquid) by moving a spoon around 

S ... ... the sugar and hot water together in a jug. 

yeast: a fungus that lives on sugar. Yeast is used to make bread ri sc. 

A teaspoon of y ....... will make the mi:"( lUre fizz. 

Vocabu lary scrapbook 

Draw pictures of the new words. Label your sketches. Make an activi ty 10 
pr3cti se the new words with a partner. 
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THE VASE FROM THE 
SEA 

Piclure reading 
Poinllo: 

• the fi sherman 

, the vase 

A Persian Story 

Picture page 

Before Read ing 

• the sea , the net • the stopper 

, the boat , the spiri t ' the ocean 

Reading the story 
Find the answers to these questions as you read Th e Vase from tlu Sea. 

I. Who is the most important person in Ihe slory? 

2. What problem does he have? 

3. What happens at the end of the story? 

4. What interesting things can J learn from the story? 

SchoolJ ollrllal . Part J. Number t. 1980. pages 6 • 7. 

-, ,. 

You might think that nothing would attack an animal as big as thlt. But they do 
have enemies. Killer whales and l:trge sharks sometimes atlack them. If the seal 
survives the baule. it usually tries IQ go ashore to let its wounds heal . 

That's what our elephant seal was doing. 

We could see marks that looked like shark bites near (he tai l. They were deep and 
nasty looking but seemed 10 be healing well. The elephant seal must have been 
there for about a month for wounds to heal as much as that 

At first. it didn't seem 10 mind us quiecly looking at it. Then ille! Out a loud roar. 
So we went away hoping that the elephant seal would soon be well enough to 
leave the beach. 

And the nexl time we went, it had gone. We knew it must be glad to be back in 
the sea, and eating its first meals for weeks. 

Kim Westerskov, ScllOol Jourllol. Part 2. Number2. 1987. pages 22·23. 

Animal Facts 

Fill in the table. 

Animal 

Length 

'Weight 

Food 

Enemies 

What it can do well 

What il cannot do 

After Reading 

Elephant Seal 

A question I want 10 ask 

• An Indian elephant weighs up 10 4 500 kg . 
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What is your answer? 

I. Where do seals live most of the time? 

2. 

In the sea? 

On the land? 

Do seals like to swim in warm water or cold water? 

3. What do seals eat? 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Why do seals sometimes go on the beach? 

Sometimes they are hurt. 

Sometimes they want to rest. 

Seals have their babies on the beach. 

What enemies do seals have: 

in the sea? 

on the land? 

YesfNo 

YesfNo 

YesfNo 

How many metres wide is your classroom? The classroom is ....... metres 

wide. 

W hat is you r answer? 

I. Where do elephants live? 

What food do elephants eat? 

What jobs can elephants do? 

Look at the pictures forSix-elephallt Power, School Journal . Part 2. Number 2, 

1989,pages6-8. 

2. Why is the largest kind of seal called an elephant seal? 

Reading the Story 

As you read Elephant from the Sea, find the answers to these questions: 

I. What is interesting about the elephant seal in the picture? 

2. What can I learn about elephant seals? 

3. 
4. 

What else do I want to know about elephant seals? 

What lesson do I learn from Ihe story? 

Eiephantfrom the Sea 

We found this big grey lump on a beach in the Otago Harbour. 

We were told it was an elephant seal. 

Elephant seal s are the largest o f all seal s. 
They can be six or seven metres long, and as heavy a.~ elephants. 
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The Vase from theSca 

One evening. a poor fisherman was fi shing in the Arabian Sea. When he pulkd 

in his net. he found a beaUliful vase inside. 

The vase h:ld :I s topper in it. carved from a single jewel. The fi,herman lOok out 
the stopper 10 see what was inside the V:lSC. 

Out poured a huge black cloud. The cloud hung in the air beside the boat :lIld 
turned into a spirit. 

"Have mercy. King Solomon!" cried the spirit. "Never again will I disobey you. 

'"1" m not King Solomon:' said the fi sherman. "He dled long ago:' 

"Then I shall kill you !" cried the spirit . "For what King Solomon did to mc. I ~ hatl 
kill every m::m on earth! I disobeyed him once. so he put me into thi ~ vase and 
threw me inlo the sea:' 

" Kill me if you must," said the fi sherman. "But don', expect me to believe that 
story. No creature as big :IS you cou ld get into thi s vase." 

.. [ can do anything," boasted the spirit. And he poured himself back into the 

vase. 

"Now do you believe me?'" he called to the fishermln from inside the va~e . 

"Yes. [ believe you:' said the fis herman with a smile. And he quickly se:lled up 
the vase with its jewel stopper, and threw it back into the ocean. 

A Persi an story. retold by Merome Sabon:ldiere.Scltool JOllrna l. Part I. 
Number I. 1980, p:lges6· 7. 

After Reading 

Ask :lnd Answer 

The Vase from theSea 

Work with a partner. 

One person asks the questions. 

The other person pretends to be the poor fisherman. 

Qu estions 

I. Good morning. Were you out fi shing la~t night? 

2 Did you find anythlOg unu~u:l 1 in your net? 

3. What did you do with the vase? 

4. What came out of the va~e? 

5. What did the spirit say? 

6. How did you tri ck the spirit ? 

7. Where is the vase now? 



Say it 

A. Pretend you are the fisher man: Pretend you are the fisherman: 

Say whal you caught ill your net. (You want to get the spirit to go back 
inside the vase.) 
Say some words to trick Ihe spirit. 

B. Pretend yOIl are the fISherman: Pretend you are the spirit: 

Say what came ow of the vase. 1. Make a boast to the fishe rmGl!. 

2. Show how you pour yourself back 

into the vase. 

e Pretend yOIl are the spirit: Pretend you are the fisherman 

1. Say how yOIl got into the vase. Seal the vase and throw it back into 
2. Make (/ threat to the fisherman. the sea. 

Language Practice 
Same or Differen t 

Fold the paper in half and work with a partner. 

* This person starts. Talk about the words. 

Arc they the same or different? 

Person A 

I' a top for a bottle 

2 a vase 

3' very big 

4 ugly 

5' a ghost 

6 to boast 

7' to open a bottle 

8 a creature 

9' A child doesn't do what her 
mother tells her to do. 

10 a lake 

11 * to carve a stoppe r for a vase 
from a single jewel 

12 "Please, King Solomon . don 't 
punish me agai n:' said the spirit. 

Word networks 

A cloud 'poured' out of the vase. 

Person B 

a stopper 

2' it has a nice shape 

3 huge 

4' beautiful 

5 a spirit 

6' to telt other people you are clever 

7 to seal a bottle 

8' an animal 

9 The child is disobeying her mother. 

10* an ocean 

11 to make the tOP for a vase from 
several precious stones 

12* "Have mercy on me, King Solomon," 
said the spirit. 

What kinds of things can we pour? Think of other words. 

lemonade water 
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Dear Leisavi. 

A Letter from New Zealand 

6, Adelie Road, 

Willing/oil. 

Today, we read abow an elephalll seal. Some children found it on the 

beach. Th ere were bad ems Ilear its tail. A shark or killer whale probably did it. 
My leacher said, "It will stay Ihere ulltil the ellls are better." 

You can read the Story ill the School Journal, Part 2. Number 2, 1987. 

Please write back soon. By Ihe way, call yOIl draw me piclUre of an 
imeresting sea animal from you r country? 

Your friend, 

Akarusi 

PS. The elephant seal looked like Ihis. 

cuts 

Before Reading 

Reading (he map 

I. Find Vanuatu, New Zealand and Antarctica on a map. 

tail 

2 Point 10 cold regions ; point 10 hot regions. Name the countries you point to. 

Reading the pictures 

Look at the pictures of the elephant seal in Elephalltfrom the Sea, School 
j Ollnlal , Part 2, Number 2, 1987, pages 22 - 23. 

Point to: 

the elephant seal 

the elephant seal's tail 

the cutS near the elephant seal's tail 

Point to interesting parts of the elephant seal 's body: 

flippers 

skin 

mouth and teeth 

snout (nose) 
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ELEPHANT FROM THE 
SEA 
Picture Page 

Penguin 

School Journal, Pan 2, Number 2, [987, pages 2.23. 
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Wha t a m I? 

Work with a partner. 
Draw your answer. 

[ am very clever. 

[ can change my shape. 

Sometimes I am very big. 
Sometimes I am very smalL 
I like to give people :I fright. 
Wh::!! am I? 

Write another ' What am I?'. 

Try it out on a friend . 

Tell the Story 

Make a copy of these cards. 
Practise putting the cards in order. 

Make a game with the card 

The Vase from the Sea 

A fisherman caught a vase in his net. 
He opened the vase and looked inside it. 

An ugly spirit poured out of the vase. 
" I'm going to kill you," said the spi rit. 

The fisherman played a trick on the spirit. 
" You can' t fit intO this vuse," the fisherman said . 
" Your too big. .. 
" I can do anything," said the spirit. 
And the spirit poured himself back inlo the vase. 

"Good," said the fisherman and he quickly sealed the vase 
and threw it back into the sea. 
'There ," he said, "you will not trou ble anyone now." 

Put the cards on an event line, 

Title 

Most important event 

Problem 

Beginning End 



Writing Task 
Pi a}' wriling 

Write the script for a play for Th e VaseJrom the Sea. 

For example: 

Characters: 

Storyte ller 

Fisher man 

Storytel ler 

Fisherman 

Storyteller 

Spirit 

Fisherman 

Spirit 

Fishemlan 

Spiril 

Storyteller 

Spirit 

Fishennan 

Storyteller 

Test }'ou rself 

The Vase from the Sea 

Storyteller. Fisherman. Spirit. 

One evening, a poor fishe rman was fishing beside the reef. 
When he pulled in his net, he saw a beautiful vase tangled 
in the net. 

(With a slIIprised look.) That's a beauti ful vase. (Shaking 
il.) I wonder what's inside. 

The fisherman picked up the vase and pulled Qut the carved 
jewel in the top of the vase. He looked inside. 

(Taken aback and with eyes wide open) Ah! (EyesjoflOlI"!'ng 
tile cloud) Ah! Ah!! 

A big black cloud was coming oul of the vase and turning 
into an ugly spirit. 

(Begging) Please don ' t put me back into the vase , K ing 
Solomon. I will always do what you say now. 

(Surp rised) I'm not King Solomon. King Solomon died a 
long time ago. 

(Sfemly )Then l"m goin g to kill you. l'm going to kill you 
because King Solomon put me in this vase in order to 
punish me. 

(Thinking quic/.:~II and saying in a cunning mice) I don't 
believe your story. You are too big to get into Ihis small 
vase. 

fLooking affile vase then looking af the fisherman) I can 
do anything. Look! I can easily fit into this vase. 
And the spirit went back into the vase not knowing what the 
fishennan had in mind. 
(Wilh a closed-in voice) See! Do you believe me now? 

(Wilh a laugh) Yes, I bel ieve ,'ou now. 

With that, the fishennan qu ickly put the stopper back in the 
top of the vase. Then the fishennan smi led 10 himself and 
threw the vase back into the sea. 

Read the story to your partner. 

Fill in the gaps as you read 

The Vase from the Sea 

One eveni ng. a p ....... fisherman caught a vase in his net. 

''That's a beautiful v ....... : . said the fisherman 10 himself. "1 wonder wh3t is 
inside itT' 

The fisherman pulled out the st and looked inside the vase. Suddenly a big 
black cloud poured out of the vase and turned into an ugly sp .. 

Extension tasks 

I. 

2. 

J. 

4. 

Look closely at a butterfly. Watch what it does. Watch it fly from plant to 
plant. Draw it and label the parts. 

Observe and draw the different stages of a butterfly'S life. 

Talk about the pictures with the story The GI/m Emperor, by Grace 
Richards, in SchoofJournaf, Pan 2, Number I, 1985, pages 31 - 37. 

Read TIle Crafty Caterpiffar. a sound play by Vivienne Joseph . School 
Journal, Part I. Number I, 1988, pages 24 - 28. 
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to release: to set free 

The people who work at the (ann take most of the new butlerflies to the jungle 
and T .• • . •.•••.• them there . 

shade· loving: like 10 live in dark places away from sunshine 

The s .. . .... .. .... butterfl ies like the darkness of the jungle. 

Vocabularyscrolpbook 

Stan a bUllerfly page in your vocabulary scrapbook. 

Draw a picture map to show where you can see butterfli es near your 
house 

What plants and trees do butterflies go to fo r thei r food and where do they 
lay their eggs? 

Write a quiz on butterflies. Write an answer sheet for the quiz. Ask your 
friends 10 do the quiz. 

Add itional Information 
Butterfl ies and moths 

00 you know? Check 
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Butterflies are insects. 

Bunerflie:s ilnd moths belong 10 the same family. 

Butterflies ilnd moths hilve 6 legs (3 pilirs). 

Butterflies and moths have 4 wings (2 pairs). 

The chilnges a butterfly goes Ihrough during its life: 

Slage What happens 

The lemale btJttel1ly layS eggs on a leaf. 

2 Calerpitlars hatch from lhe eggs. 

3 caterpiltars become pupae inSide a cocoon. 

4 A beautiful adull btJtlerfly emerges from the cocoon. 

Differences between moths and butterflies 

Interesting parts Butterflies Moths 

Body 

Anlennae (feelers) 

Wings 

A butterfly has a sleode!" body 

and a narrow waiSt. 

A butterfly's leelers have little 

fOUnd knobs allhe end. 

When a bullerlly comes to lest, 

A moth's budy is thick 

There ale no Uny knobs at the 

end of a moth's antennae 

A moth nevel folds Its WingS 

it folds its wings logether upwards, upwards. It spreads ils wings 

like a sail . oul Ha! or folds them over its 

""" 

"Please, King Solomon. Have mercy on me," cried the spirit. .. [ will never disobey 
you again." 

"I am not King Solomon." said the fisherman . "K 
,go 

.. S ... .... died a long time 

"Then I 'm going to k ....... . you," said the spiri t. " I am going 10 kill you because 
King Solomon put me in this vase." 

"Don't ex ... .... me 10 believe your story," said the fisherm:ln. 

"No cr ........ as big as you could get into th::!1 vase." 

,,( can do anything," b ...... ed the spi rit. "Look! I can easily fit into this vase." 

"See! Do you believe me now?" said the spirit from inside the vase. 

"Yes. I b ........ you now," said the fisherman with a smile. And he quickly 
s . .... ed up the vase and threw it back into the sea. 

Making words 

How many of these words do you know? 

Can you milke word families from ideas in Ihe Story? 

Fill the gaps. 

I. 10 fish a f. ... erman Do you have a f.. .... ing boat? 

2. to StOp as ..... per PO! a fu ll s .... at the end of this sentence 

l. 10 c .... a carving The fisherman sealed the vase with a c. 
jewel stopper. 

4. to obey obedience Has the spi rit leaml to be obedient now? 

5. tod ....... disobedience "ThaI'S your punishment for being 
disobedient, " King Solomon said. 

. .. ed 
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Skin 

() 
Beneath the se clothes 

my skin is free 

It spreads itself 

on 0 '" >re. 

A round my legs 
",d op my nose 

00 ears ",d anns 

U U 
and bits lik, those. 

And when rm growing 

as chi] drcn do, 

My amazing skin 

is growing. too. 

Bev Kemp. School Journal, Part \, Number 1, 1988, page 23. 

Reading the Poem 

Jobs 
I. Read the poem aloud. 

2 Listen to other people read it. 
3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

Read it with other people. 

Notice interesting things in the lines and say what you notice. 

Emphasise what you notice when you read. 

Use your hands to show where your skin spreads. 

Skin 

Beneath these clothes 

my skin is/ree. 

fl spreads itself 

all over me. 

Around my legs 

and up my nose 

011 ears and arms 

and bils like those. 

And when I'm growing 

as children do, 

my amazing skin 

is growing. 100. 
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Writing Task 

Vocabulary 

What I learned today 

Write down three things that you have learned from {he story. 

Lea rning summary form 

Butterfly Farming 

Today. [ learned three interesting things about butterfly farming in Malaysia. 

First ............. . 

Second, . 

T hird , . 

What I learned today 

Jobs 

!. Read the things you have learned to a frie nd. Answer his or her questions. 
Make a list of questions you cannot answer. Try to find the answers. 

2. Paste the summary of what you learned in a writing scrapbook. (Paste the 
answers you find to your questions in your writing scrapbook too.) 

3. Share the entries in your writing scrapbook with olher members of the class. 

Important words 

Look at the meanings of the new words. Read the sentences , 

to flutt er : to move lightly about, flapping the wings quickly 

The butterflies f. .. " .... from plant 10 plant, from flower to flower. 

a jungle : a thick growth of trees, vines and bushes 

T he buuerflies feed on the j ..... plants which grow at the farm. 

a mixture: two or more things that have been put together and blended or mixed 

The people spray a m " of honey and water on the hibiscus flowers for 
the butterflies to eat. 

necta r: the swee t liqu id in many flowers which insects like to drink 

The butterflies like the mixture of honey and water because it tastes like 
0 .. 

a pupa, many pupae : a butterfly in the stage between a caterpillar and an adult 

When the caterpill ars have turned into p ....... , they are placed in glass cases. 

ra re: something that is not often seen. uncommon 

Many of the bunerfl ies at the farm are very r ........ and usually live in the 
jungle. 
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When the butterflIes lay their eggs, the people who work at the farm carefully 
collect the eggs and put them in a safe place for the caterpillars to hatch . Later. 
when the caterpillars have turned into pupae. they are often placed in glass 
cases. That way. visitors can see the butterflies come out 

Most of these new butterflies are taken to the jungle and released there. A few 
are kept at the bunerfly farm to breed. It is one way of helping to save rare 
butterflies. 

To make su re there is always plenty of food for the butterflies, the people at the 
buuerfly farm pick hibiscus flowers and place them on trays in the sun. The 
flowers are then sprayed with a mixture of honey and water. Most butterflies like 
nectar. and thi s tastes just like it. 

But some butterflies. especially the shade· loving jungle butterflies, also feed on 
rotten fruit. You could say: they go bananas over bananas. 

Jan Maguiness, SchoolJounzal, Part I, Number4, 1991, Pages 7 - 9. 

After Reading 
Ask and Answer 

Butterfl ies love Bana nas 

Work in pairs. 
One person is the owner of the buuerfly farm in Malaysia. 

The other person asks the questions. 

Questions 

I. Good morning. What insects do you keep on your farm? 

2. How many different kinds of butterflies do you have on your farm? 

3. What kind of food do the butterflies eat? 

4. What do you do with the butterflies' eggs? 

5. What do you do with the new butterflies? 

6. Why do you release the butterflies into the jungle? 

Fact Sheet 

Fill in the information table. 

Insect 

Inl9l"esting parIs 

Usuall00d 

Where buuerllies usually live 

Life cycle 

Other interesting faels 

Reasons for farming buUerllies 

Butterf lies 

1. _______________ _____________________ _ 

2. 

3 
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Writing 
Poem 

Write a 'thin' poem about skin . 

Work in groups 

For example: 

J obs 

Ama::.ing skin 

Brown skin 

. skin 

.... (elc) 

I. Read your poem to the class. 

2. 

3. 

Pin the poems up on the notice board. 

Publish your poems so that they can be included in the class poetry book. 

Extension Tasks 

Wh at am I? 
1. 

2. 

3. 

Read What am I?, by Jan Maguiness, School JOllrnal, Part I, Number 4, 
1990. Look closely at the pictures on page 9. 

I have a nos~ which canfilllnder doors. 

It can move from sid~ to side. 

Atlhe tip of my nose are two pink nostrils. 

My skin is wrinkly and thick and covered with hairs. 

I have oval,shaped feet, and big toenails. 

IVhmaml? 

Draw your answer then turn to page 26 of the School Journal. 

Write another "What am I?" puzzle. 

Write your clues in a poem. 

Read your poem to friends. 

Ask them to draw the answer. 
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KITTEN TO CAT 
A Folk Story f rom Vietnam 

Look at the ma p 

Find Vietnam 

Talk about: 

pet animals. 

Picture Page 

Before Read ing 

the names you have given you r pet animals. 

you r reasons fo r choosing the names. 

Talk about the names 

Say if you would give the names to a cat or a dog. 

Say what the cats or dogs with these names might look like. 

Spot Tiger Fluffy Smoky Blackie 

School Journal, Part J, Number 2. 1984. pages 22 - 26. 

Reading the Story 

As you read Kitte ll 10 Cat. find the answers to these questions. 

L 

2 

3 

4. 

Who is the most important person in the slOry? 

What problem does he have? 

What happens at the end of the slory? 

What interesting things can [ learn from the story? 
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Point 10: 

malaysia. 

a butterfly. 

the butterfly"s body. 

a caterpil1:lr. 

Before Rea d ing 

penang. 

the bUltcrfly's wings. 

the butterfly's anlennae. 

a pupa. 

Say something morc about each item. 

Talk about: 
the life cycle of the butterfly 

Or :.l w: 

the life cycle of the butterfly ::md label the diagram 

Describe the life cycle to you r partner. 

Do you know: 

why people breed butterflies on a farm? 

Reading piclUres 

Look at the pictures of Blllterflies Love Bal/allas on pages 7. 8 and 9 of School 
jmtrrlOl, Part t, Number4, 1991. 

Pages 8·9 Poinllo: 

a butterfly's eggs. 

the pupae. 

hibiscus flowers. 

Where are they? 

Where are they? 

Where are they? 

butternies feeding on rouen fruit. 

Reading the Story 

As you read Butterflies Love BllI/allaS , find information you did not know 
before. 

Find the words 

Look at the story. Write the word that means almost the same. 

unusual 

thick bush and trees 

set free 

sprinkled 

bad 

_____ (page 7) 

_____ (page 7) 

______ (page 8) 

_____ (page 9) 
______ (page 9) 

Butlerfl ies Love Bananas 

I didn' t know that buuernies liked bananas until I visi ted a world-famous 
butterfly farm in Mal aysia. 

At the butterfly fnrm there are seventy different kinds of buuerflies. A lot of 
them are very rare, and usually live in the Malaysian jungle. 

They nuller around inside the butterfly farm. feedi ng from the jungle plan ts that 
grow there. 
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BUTTERFLIES LOVE BANANAS 

Picture Page 

School j Ollflla l . Part 1. Number 4. 1991. Pages 7 -9. 
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A Pupa 

' .' 

, ' 
':Vanuatu 

' ,~ 

-'; ', ' 

(Inside a cocoon) 

Kinen 10 Cat 
,.\ folk Slor)' from Vietna m 

Once, there was a king who had::l kitten . bUI it h:ld no name. The king called his 

royal men IQ help him choose the beSt name for his kiuen . 

. ,[ want a very strong ::md special name for my dearest kitten:- he said. "I shall 
c:lll it 'Sky' bcc:luse the sky is abol'e everything on earth:" 

"That i.~ a fine name. your Majest)':- said one of the royal men. "bul sometimes 
clouds hide the blue sky," 

"That is very true," said the king. "Clouds are below the sky but are strong 
enough to hide it. I want my kitten 10 have a very Slrong nnme. I shall call it 
·Cloud· ... 

"What a lovely name for your kinen," s:lid another of the royal men. "but how 
strong is a cloud? The wind is so strong it can blow the clouds across the sky," 

"That is very true." said the king. "I have seen the wind blow clouds right acro~s 
the sky, I shall call my kitten ·Wind·." 

" 'Wind' is a very good name for a kitten that can run like the wind:' said one of 
the royal men. "But, your Majesty, how strong is the wind .... A Strong wall can 
stop it 

'That is very true," said the king. "A wall stops the wind which blows the clouds 
which hide the sky. I will call my kitten ·Wall'." 

"A wall is strong, your Majesty, but a wall can fall down." said one of the royal 

men . 

"What would make a wall fall dow n?" asked the king. 

"Mice," said one of the rOyll men. 

"Mice?" said the king. "Do you mean mice can make a w<l1I f<lll down? A w<lll 
which can stop the wind which blows the clouds which hide the sky?!" 

"That is true. you r Majesty:' 

''Then I must call my kinen ·Mouse· ... said the king, 

Just then, the servallt girl came in with lea for the king and the royal men. When 
she heard the king say that a mouse could make a wall f:lll down. she I:lughed . 
"A cat can em:l mouse." she said, 

"That is SlrDlIge and wOllder/lll ." s3id the king. "And what eats cats'!" 

"Nothing. your Majesty." said the servant girl. 

"Then a cat must be very strong. il can eal the mice th:lt make the wall fall down 
which SlOpS the wi nd which blows the clouds which hide the sky. I will call my 

kitten· 'Cat'!" 

Retold by Dorothy Symington. School JOll rl/al. Pim I. Number 2. 1984. 
pages 22 . 26. 
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royal: belonging to the kmg 

dearest: best loved 

above: higher than 

Majesty: name to use to speak to a king 

below: lower than 

across: from one side to the other 

mice: 
servant: 

a mouse is a small animaL CatS kill mice. 

a person who works in someone else's house. 

wonderful: surprising/amazing 

After Reading 

Ask and Answer 

Kitten to Cat 

Work with a partner. One person asks the questions. The other person pretends to 
be the king. 

Questions 

I. Good morning. Your Majesty. Your kitten is very beautifuL What is itS name? 

2. 'Ca!' is a very good name for a kitten. Who helped you choose the name? 

3. What other names did you want to call your kitten? Why? 

4. Why did you decide to call your kitten 'Cat'? 

5. What useful work will your cal do in the palace? 

Fill in the table 

LiSlthc names the king wanted to call his kitten. Say why the king thought each 
name was a good name. 

Names Reasons 

1. The sky is ... . everylhing on eartl'l 

2. Clouds can hide lhe sky. 

3 . Wind 

4. A wall can .. .. . . the wind whiCh ........ the ctouds. 

5. 

6 A cat can eat the ...... that make the ...... fall down, 

which stops the ..... . , which blows the ....... which 

hide the ..... 

What name did the king choose? 
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to grumble: to be unhappy with what you h:tve gOt 

"I want 10 have beautiful feathers. 100," Kaka g ..... ed to himself. 

10 long to be: to wish to be something 

to long to have: to want to have someth ing 

Kaka I ...... ed to be brightly coloured like Kakariki. 

a parrot: a bird wilh brightly coloured feathers and a hooked beak. Some 
parrots can copy the way people speak 

The p ........ flew around, twisti ng and turning 10 show off its wings. 

10 peep: to look from a hiding place; to look through a small hole 

From his hiding place in Ihe bush, Kakariki p ..... . ... ed out and saw Kaka 
showing off his new feathe rs. 

to trick: to play an unfair game on someone, to hurt someone's feelings 

Kakariki knew that Kaka had t .•...••••.. . ed him. He felt sad. 

ugly: bad, unpleasant, nOt beautiful to look at 

Kakariki's feathers were beautiful but Kaka tricked him by saying they were 
u ..... ....... . 

to whisper: IQ spe:tk very softly 

Kaka w .. . ......... ed his plan to Kakariki because he did not want the other birds 
to hear. 

liS 



Tell the Slory 

Put the sentences on cards. 

Arr ::mge the cards to leH the slory of Kakariki . 

How Ka ka riki lost his feathers 

Long ago. Kakanki had beautiful red feathers . 

Kaka wished he could have beautiful feathers like Kakariki. 

Kaka tricked Kakariki into thinki ng that his red feathers were ugly. 

Kakariki look off his feathe rs. 

Kaka took Kakariki's feathe rs and put them under his wings. 

Kaka showed off his beautiful new feathers . 

Kakariki grew some brighl green feathers. 

Language Practice 

Vocabulary 

Write the words 

Kakariki 

Kakariki is a small parrot with green ........ " 

It lives in the ... 

Once its feathers were a lovely bright .. 

The other birds thought Kakarikj's feathers were .......... . 

Kakariki spread out his ......... to show off his red feathers. 

K<lka ........ Kakariki into giv ing him his red femhers. 

Kaka put Kakariki's red feathers ......... his wings. 

Kaka was very ......... 10 have Kakariki's red feathers. 

Important words 

Look at the new words. 

Read the sentences. 

to annoy: to make someone angry 

,_d 

w_ngs 

Kakariki said. "I am sorry my red feathers a .... the other birds". 

a bo ugh: a branch of a tree 

Kaka perched on the b ...... of a tree next to Kakariki. 

feat hers: the body of a bird is covered with these . (Draw a feather.) 

Parro ts have brightly coloured r.. 

to gcl r id of: to throwaway 

Kakariki did not want to g ..... r ....... 0 .. .. . hi s beautiful red feathe rs. He 
wanted to keep them. 

114 

Drawit 

Draw things in the SlOry. Label your pictures. 

For example: 

A mouse Three mice 

Language Pract ice 

What are they? 

Work with a partner. 

Take turns al playing the game. 

1. They are strong. 

They stand around a house. 

They are made of stone or brick. 

They can stop the wind. 

What are they? 

3. They are white or grey or black . 

They are in the sky. 

They can hide the sun. 

The wind can blow them. 

What are they? 

Now write two more 'What am I?". 

Try them out with a friend. 

Which word does not belong? 

Say why one wDrd does not belong. 

The fi rst one is done for you. 

2. 

4. 

I am small . 

I am young . 

I like to play. 

I like to chase mice. 

What am I? 

I live in a p:l.Iace. 

J wear fine clothes. 

I have many servants. 

Everyone must obey me . 

Who am I? 

l. cat kitten cloud mouse 

'Cloud' does not belong because all the others are animals 

or 'Mouse' does not belong because the others all start with the same sound. 

2 special wonderful strong b,d 

1 waJl wind cloud sky 

4. hide choose laugh above 

5. often sometimes always nothing 
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Ideas th at go together 

Wri t ing Task 

Work with a partner. (Take turns at being person A.) 

Do the words go together? 

Perso n A Person B 

L The blue sky X L is below the earth. 

2. Clouds 2. hide the blue sky. 

3. The wind l. blows clouds across the sky. 

4. A wall 4. eats mice. 

S Mice 5. can make a wall fall down. 

6 A cat 6. eats nothing. 

7. Nothing 7. eats cats. 

8. The royal men 8. kept choosing a different name 
for the kitten. 

9. The servant girl said, _ 9. "A mouse can eat a cat." 

10. So the king decided 
to call his kitten 10. 'Mouse' . 

Make all the sentences true. 

For example: 

I. The blue sky is above the earth. 

Write a play based on Kittell to Cat. Be prepared to perform your play on 
.......... (date). 

Kitten to Cat 

Cha racters : 

Storyteller King First royal man 

Second royal man Third royal man Fourth royal man 

Fifth royal man Servanl girl 

Practise the play unti l you are doing it confidently. 

X 

Prepare a programme to give out to the audience (or a programme to hang on 
the wall). 

Perform the play for different groups. Ask different people to review the play for 
you. 

Publish the play as a book. 

Extension Task 
Draw a poster to advertise the play. 
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Comprehension 
L 

, 
What did the birds think of Kak::J.riki's feathers? 

Kaka was ........... of Kakariki's feathers. (afraid/jealous) 

J. Why did Kaka say things like. "All the birds are laughing at you. Your 
feathers are very ugly"? 

4 Did Kaka's plan work? 

5. Why did Kakari ki hide among the ferns? 

6. Who said. "Look at me! Look at me! See how beautiful I am!"? 

7. Say how Kakariki felt when he found out that Kaka had tricked him. 

8. What do you learn from the Story? 

9. Tell of a time when you felt jealous and behaved like Kaka. 

Writing Tasks 

Ma ke a book 

Make a picture story book about Kakariki. The book is for a special person. 
Give it to him or her as a special gifl. 

Johs 

J. Decide who the special person is. 

2. 
J 

4. 

5. 

Draw three or four pictures that tell the story of Kakariki. 

Write the story to go with the pictures. Read the story to a friend. Does he 
or she want you to make any changes? 

Write the story under the pictures. Make the book. 

Give the book to a special friend. Put a letter inside the book. 

Tell a new sto ry 

Tell a new story about how an animal (or a person) gives away something that is 
very important to them (because of a trick). Make the story into a book. 

Jobs 

1. 

2 

3. 

4. 

Ask a person who knows the story well to teU it to you. Tape-record the 
story if you can. 

Prepare a written account of the story. 

Make the story into a book. Write the storyteller'S name on the cover. 

Read the story to children in another class or 10 sisters and brothers at 
home. 
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that all the other birds could see the red feathers underneath. 

"Look at me! Look at me!" he called. "See how beautiful I am!" 

Kakariki peeped out through the ferns and saw Kaka showing off his new 
feathers . Kakariki knew then that Kaka had tricked him. Sadly. he turned away 
and went deep into the bush. 

Soon. Kakariki grew some new feathers. They were a bright green. He likes his 
green feathers. bu t he wishes he had his lovely red feathers again, As he nies 
through the trees at the edge of the bush. he sings: 

"Kaka, give me back my red feathers, the feathe rs that were given to me, r 
want them! [want them'" 

A Maori legend. re told by Marie Insley. School Journal . Part 2. Number I. 
1988. 

After Reading 
Ask and Answer 

Kokariki 

Work with a partner. 

Take turns at asking and answeri ng the questions. 

Questions 

I . Why did the o ther birds like Kakariki's feathers? 

2. What happened to Kaka when he looked at Kakariki's feathers? 

3. What did Kaka keep saying to Kakariki? 

4. What happened in the end? 

5. Who has the bright red feathers now? 

Wha t colours a re their feathers? 

Bird Before 

Kakariki 

Kaka 

Colours 

Colour the chart. 

Colour 

blue 

green 

,.d 

Draw a p::a rrot with : 

a bright red beak 

yellow legs ::and claws 

a bright blue head 

a light blue front 

light 
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After 

d::ark 

a light green neck 

bright green wings 

a dark green tail 

bright 

BRING ME A LIGHT 

DO 
DD 

Picture Pa~c 

Before Readi ng 

I\-Iake an enlarged book for the story. 

Share the Ilork of making the book. 

Re:ld (he ... tory with the student" 

School j O//rIwl. Pan I, Number I. 1978. P:lges 2 . 6. 

Bring me a Light 

There wa, once a poor woman Ilho had seVen som. They Ilerc so poor. they 
didn't el'en have a house to live in , 

Every day they tramped along the rond, togt:ther. When they came to a hou~c. 
they a~ked for work. If there W;lS no work. they stopped anJ u,kt:d for food. 
Somelime, they were lucky. sometimes not. Then on they would go. 

At nigh t they ~ Iept v.herever they cou ld find shelter· in'ln old ~hed or barn. or 
e'en under ::a hedge. 

"At lea~t we ::Ire all together:' thei r mother would :oay. 

One cold \\ inter night. the)' came to ::an empty hOll.\e. Tht:y luoked III .11 the 
window. All they could see wa, dirt :lnd cobwebs. 

"Therc\ no onc ht:re:' s.lid the Illother. "We' ll sleep here for the night " 

But a mall on the road c:tlled Out, "You'll he ~orry ir yOll go in tht:re. l:Idy· it".., 
haunted ~" 



"Ooooo! Come away! " cried the little boys. 

But Tom. the eldest boy, said . "If we sleep outside tonight, we ' ll::lll die of cold. 
A ghost can be no worse than that."' And he went in. 

The others followed, huddled together. Tom w::l lked into the biggest room and lit 
a match. 

"Look!" he cried . "Food· lots of it - and wood for a fire!" 

And. sure enough. there was a table. all set for dinner. 

In no time at all the mother and the seven boys were sitting by a big fire, aH 

eating. talking and laughing. 

They had just finished. when a voice cried out. "Bring me a light! Bring me a 
light! "' 

"Perhaps we should leave this place! " whispered the mother. 

"Yes, yes, it's the ghost!" cried the li ttle boys. '"Let's go!'" 

Then the voice came agai n. "A light! Bring me a light!" 

Tom said, "Let's take a light and find out who is calling ." $0 he lit a candle, and 
went from room to room with the li ttle boys creepi ng behi nd him. 

As Tom came to the door of the last room. he saw an old, old man silting in a 
chair. In his long, white hands he held a book. The light of the C::lndle flic kered 
over his dark eyes and paper-white ski n. 

"Come in and bring the light over here, boy," cried the old man. "'And hold it 

sti ll so that I can read." 

Tom's hands shook as he went up to the old man. He held the candle so that the 
light fell on the book. 

The old man began to read. 
When the little boys saw that their brother was safe. they crept into the room 
too. 

The old man read on. As each candle burnt down, one of the litt le boys would 
run out and get another. 

When the old man came to the last page, he shut the book. 

"At last - I have finished it." he said. "Now I can go back to my grave. 
promised to read this book before I died, and I could not rest in my grave until I 
had done it: ' 

The dark eyes of the old man looked from one boy to the next. 

"You are brave boys . Everyone else who came here was frightened . and ran 
away. Thank you for helping me . Now I will help you . When it is light, go down 
into the cellar and dig. You will find seven pots of gold. They are yours to keep, 
and so is this house." 
Just then the cock crowed. The old man disappeared . leaving only the empty 
chair. 

In the morn ing, the boys went down to the cellar and dug up the gold. Then they 
swept away the cobwebs and cleaned the house. 

After that, they all lived together happily there with their mother - and never 
again were they co ld and hungry. 

Retold bv June Melser. ScJwol lOllrnaf. Part l. Number 1 1978. nal!.es 2 - 6. 
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Reading pictures 

Look at the pictures of Kakariki on pages 32 , 33, 35 and 36 of School Journal. 
Pan 2. Number 1.1 988. 

Poinlto: 

Kakariki 's bright red feathe rs. 

Kaka's dusty brc.wn feathers. 

Kakariki's beautiful red feathe rs under Kaka's wings. 

Kakariki's new bright green feathers. 

Reacling the Story 

As you read Kakariki, fi nd the answers to these questions. 

I. Is the story really about parrots? 

2. 

3. 
Who is it about? 

What can I leam from the story? 

Kakariki 

The kakariki is a small parrot that lives in the bush. Its feathers are green. But 
once, long ago, its feathers were bright red. 

All the other birds thought Kakariki' s red feathers were beautiful. They longed 
to be brightly coloured, too, especially Kaka, whose feathers were a dusty 
brown. 

"Why can't I look beautiful, too?" Kaka grumbled to himself. He wished he 
could somehow get those red feathers from Kakariki. 

One day, when he saw Kakariki, Kaka said to him, "When are you going to get rid 
of those si lly feathers? All the birds are laughing at you. You fl y around showing 
off your wings as though you r feathers were beautiful. They are very ugly." 

Kakariki was surprised. But he said, "I like them. I've always had them. No one 
has eve r laughed at them before. And he fl ew away, spreadi ng out his wings and 
twisting and turni ng to show them off. 

Day after day, Kaka told Kakariki the same thing. "Those bright feathers look 
sill y, Kakariki. Get rid of them!" 

After a while, Kakariki began to think to himself. "Perhaps my feathers really 
are ugly. Maybe Kaka is right. Maybe al1 the birds are laughing at me." 

One day he said to Kaka, "I can't help having these feathers. " I' m sorry that 
they're so bri ght and that they annoy everybody. But what can I do? No one else 
would want them - they are so ugly." 

Kaka fle w up to the bough where Kakariki was sitting. He came close to hi m and 
whi spered, "I feel sorry for you , Kakariki. I know how unhappy you must have 
been, wearing those red feathers all the time. I' litell you what I' ll do. I'll take your 
feathe rs and hide them under my wings. No one will see them there." 

"Oh, thank you, Kaka. Thank you!" Kakariki said. 

He gave all hi s feathers to Kaka, who put them under his wings. Then Kakariki 
hurried away to hide amongst the green, leafy fern s. 

Kaka was very happy. He gave a loud, harsh cry, and spread out his wings so 
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KAKARIKI 
A Maori Legend 

School JOtlrnal. Part 2. Number I, 1988, pages 32 - 36. 

Before Reading 
Poinllo : 

the parrot's: beak tai l 

Talk about : 

parrots you have seen 

the colours of the parrols' feathers 

inlcresting things you know about parrOts 
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wings 

"Ooooo~ Come 3.way~·· cried the tiule boys. 

But Tom. the eldest boy. said. "If we sleep outside tonight. we'll all die of cold. 

A ghost can be no worse than that" And he went in. 

The others followed. huddled together. Tom walked into the biggest room and lit 
amalch . 

"Look!" he cried . "Food - lots of it- and wood for a fire!" 

And. sure enough. there was a Ilble. all set for dinner. 

In no time at all the mother and the seven boys were sitting by a big fire. all 
eating. talking ::md laughing. 

They hadjusI finished. when:l voice cried out, "Bring me 3Iigh!! Bring mea 

light!" 

"Perhaps we should leave this place!" whispered the mother. 

"Yes. yes, [(s the ghost!" cried the little boys. "Let'.~ go!" 

Then the voice came again. "A light! Bring me a light!" 

Tom said, "Let's take a light and tind out who is calling." So he lit a candle. and 
went from room to room with the little boys creeping behind him. 

As Tom came to the door of the last room. he saw an old. old man silting in a 
chair. In his long. white hands he held a book. The light of the candle flickered 

over his dark eyes and paper.white skin. 

'"Come in and bring the light over here, boy," cried the old man. "And hold it 

still so that I can read." 

Tom's hands shook as he wenl up to the o ld man. He held the candle so that the 

light fell on the book. 

The old man began to read. 

When the little boys saw that their brother was safe, they crept into the room 

<00. 

The old man read on. As each candle burnl down, one of the little boys would 

run out 3nd get another. 

When the old mnn came to the In~1 page, he shut the book. 

"At last _ I htlve finished it:' he said. '"Now I can go back to my grave. I 
promised 10 Te3d th is book before I died, and I could not rest in my grave until I 
had done it:' 

T he dark eyes of the old man looked from one boy 10 the next. 

"You are bra\'e boys. Everyone else who came here was frightened, and ran 
away. Thank you for helping me. Now I will help you. When it is light. go down 
inlo the cellar and dig. You will find seven potS of gold, They are yours to keep. 

and so is this house." 
Just then Ihe cock crowed. The old man disappeared. leaving only the empty 

chair. 

In the morning. the boys wenl down 10 the cellar and dug up the gold. Then they 
swept away the cobwebs and cleaned the house. 

After that Ihey all lived together happily there with Iheir mother - and never 

again were they cold and hungry. 

Retold hv June Mel~er. School .lrmrnnf Pnrt I. Numher I. 1978. a2es 2 - 6. 
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Th..: link b,)~:< b.-:g.lIl to cry. 

.. Le!',; g{' '' ' \I hisp~r<:d the mother. "I t" s a ghost." 

"j\o. C0I1H:: with mC'," said TOI11_ 

Page i 

Th<.:\ call1l' to th.:: las\ room. An old man was 
siniil!! Ihen:: \\'ith a b,lOk in his long white 
h,1I1J;, 

"Bring 1l11' a light. . he said. "1 need to finish 
lhi~ h"o"- " 

"Bul tirq I \\ ill hdp YIlU ." said the old 
mall " (i,) d"\\IJ It, Ih.; cellar <md dil! . You 
o.:'lIll.,c~' P \1 hat ~ ou tind. You can k.it'p the 
lu 'U'~' \, 'll. '" 
I hell th~' (lId man JisaPPl'art'u. 

I'ag~' I I 

Tom took tht: candle and \\'cn! from room 
to rool11 . The little boys crept behind him. 
"A ghost is better than thl! cold outside:" 
sailTom. 

Page 8 

Tom held the candle still and the old man 
began to read. On the last page he said . 
·'Good. I have fi nished the book. Now I hu'vc 
ko::pt n~~ promise. At last I can go to my 
grave 

Page 10 

The boys dug (lnu dug in the cell'lf unt il 
th.;y t(lund se\etl pot~ of gold . Then they 
deaned the hou:o;e andlivcd happily c \ er 
after. 

Writing Tasks 

Vocabulary 

Imagine ~'ou we re there 

Pretend you are Tau. Write about what happened to you at the beach. 

Use: ca ll , catch, dragged, dug, fi shing, grab, neck laces, picked , sea. swam. 
village, wave. 

Ca lling up the Sea 

Yesterday. we all went to the beach with Aunty. 

She went .. . ... .. we . .. crab holes and ...... .. up shells for 

'"Don't ........ out names to the,"", .... " said Aunty. But J did. 

It's my favourite game. [ shouted cheeky things 10 the se:!. [I tried to . . me . 

I was too quic k and too strong for it. 

Then a 
m,. 

... . knocked me over and ...... .. me out to sea. Aunty . .. . .. . to get 

She thought [ was drowning. Then she look us back to the. 

[ am not afraid of the silly old sea. It can't. .H me. 

Personal Story 

Write your own story about something that happened at the beach. 
Draw pictures fo r your story. Read the story to the class. 
Make a booklet of the stories. 

to cou gh : Ask you r teacher \0 cough. Talk about when you cough. 

Tau swallowed too much salt water and it made her c .. 

to be dangerous : It will hun you, it is not safe. 

Aunty said 10 the o lder children . "Loo k after Tau because the big waves are 
d .. 

to h unch (hunched): Ask your leacher to hunch hislher shoulders. 

The wave came towards Tau like an angry pig with h 
knocked her over. 

lazy : not willing to work or move qu ickly 

.. . ed shoulders and 

The sea showed Tau that it was not . . ....... It was very strong and moved 
quickl y. 

a pillow: something soflthal people like 10 put their heads on when Ihey sleep. 

Tau was in bed. She put her head under her p ..... . She felt safe. The sea could 
not catch her there. 
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Rankin words 

to call to say to ye ll to scream 

7"'/ __ 
Giving cheek 

Which sentences are chee ky? 

1. "Big fat sea! Stupid sea! Silly old sea!" Cheeky/not cheeky 

2. "You can' t catch me, you lazy old sea!" Cheeky/not cheeky 

3. "Nu, AUllty. Honest."' Cheeky/not cheeky 

4. "S illy old sea, you can't catch me!" Cheeky/not cheeky 

Giving orders 

Which sentences are giving an order? 

I . "You big kids look afle r Tau. Don't let her go in the water." 

2. "Hey, Tau ! Come back here!" 

3. "Come back before you get in big trouble" 

4. "You can't catch me. you lazy old sea!" 

Choose the best word 

Circle the right answer 

I. The best game of all was giving cheek to the sea. 

kissing fi ghting 

2. The sea tried to get us. 

to talk to to catch 

3. The wave dragged Tau back out to sea with it. 

pulled pushed 

4. Aunty was wild with us kids. 

pleased angry 
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insulting 

to fri ghten 

rolled 

gentle 

After Reading 
Comprehension 

Answer the questions. 

Fol low instructions. 

I . Look at the picture. 

Draw in the book and the 
candle. 

2. What were the woman and 
her sons lookin g for? 

3. How do we know they were 
poor? 

4 . Whtll did they find inside the 
hou se? 

5. Why did the old man want to 
fini sh the book? 

Bring me a Light 

6. What could have happened if they had not helped the old man"? 

7. How might they use the gold? 

Brave or Frightened 

In thi s story some people were bra ve. others were fri ghtened. Below are some 
sentences from the story. Say if the sentences show that the people were bnl\'l' 
orfrighlencd. 

I. "You']] be sorry if you go in there, lady - it 's haunted!'· ____ _ 

2. "Perhaps we should leave this place!" whispered the mother. _____ _ 

3. Tom said. "Let's lake a lighl and find out who is calling." _____ _ 

4. The liltle boys crept into the room. 100. 

Language Practice 
" Why' and ' What for?' 

Why did someone do something in the Story? 

Wh::lt did they do it for? 

I. The mother and her sons went into the house to .. 

Why did the mother and her sons go into the house? 

2. Tom lit a match so th at ... 

Why did Tom light a match? ............ . 



Th~ old mall wanted :t lig ht ~tl that 

\Vh} did the old man wallt a light"' . 

What did he \\";\111 it for? 

Say and th ink 

I. If 1 S:lj light wh:lt do you think'.' 

Fin:. candle, torch. match 

, If I say ghost wh:lI do YOll think? 

If I say empty wh:lt do yOll think·) 

If I say hungry what do you think " 

5. If 1 say promise what do yOll think? 

Fill in the gaps 

Bring me a Light 

Thi s is a story about a poor woman and her seven sons . The eldest son was 

Tom. day the eight of tramped along the road. 

they fou nd food. Sometimes didn·t. At night the slept 

outside. ··We are to be together:· the said. 

One ni ghl the and her ~uns came an emply house. ··\Ve'lI 

here for the night:· the mother. 

Torn ""en! fi rst. "Look~ . he s:lid,'· a lot of food 

there· s wood for a 
.. 

Soon everyone was eating talking and laughing. Sudden ly 

heard a voice , ··Bring a light! Bring me light!'· 

The link boys to cry. 

·· Let"~ go. 
.. the mother. ,·[t"s a 

.. 

··No. Come with me. . ' Tom . Tom took a :lnd went from 

roum room , The little boys behind him. ··A ghost 

better th:l11 the cold 
.. 

said Torn . 

The boys to the l::tst roOIll. old man was sitting 

with a book in long white hands. '·Bring a light:· he said ,·· 

need to tinish thi s :. Tom held th.:: <.:andlc and the 

old man to read . On the page he s;tid. ··Good. 

have fin ished the hook. I h.!ve kept my 
.. 

··AI la~t I <.:an tu my grave. But I will help you. 
.. 
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It was just as well that Aunty saw it happen. 

She dropped her fishing net and swam to get Tau. She picked her up. 

Tau was very frightened, crying and coughing salt water. 

Aunty was wild with us kids. "I told you to look after her! Wh:lI were you 
doing?" She looked h:lrd m us. "You weren' t calling up the sea, were you?" 

"No," we all said. ·'No, Aunty. Honest." 

She didn't believe us. She took us back to the village, ::lnd we watched her put 
Tau to bed. 

Tau was very quiet. But when her hair was dry, and she had SlOpped shivering, 
she got cheeky again. She put her head under the pillow. And then she sang, in a 
small , cheeky voice, "Silly old sea, you can ·tcatch me. Silly old sea, you can't 
catch me." 

Joy Cowley, School Journal, Part 2, Number 3, 1984. 

After Reading 
Ask and Answer 

Calling lip file Sea 

Work with a panner. 

One person asks the questions. 

The other person pretends to be Aunty. 

Questions 

I. Good morning, Aunty. What do you do most days'? 

2. What do you tell the chi ldren before you go fi shing? 

3 What games do the children play? 

4. What did you do when you saw a big wave knock Tau over? What were 
your fee lings when you reached the children? 

Language Practice 
Danger in the word 

Which words show that the sea is dangerous? 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5 
6. 

The sea tried to get us. 

The waves sucked at Tau's feet. 

The wave rolled Tau along the beach. 

The sea grabbed our feet. 

The wave knocked Tau over. 

The wave dragged her back out to sea. 
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CALLING UP THE SEA 
SellOot Journal, Pan 2. Number 3. 1984. pages 38·40. 

Before Reading 

Talk about going to the beach : 
The games you play on the beach (Do you dig crab holes? Do you pick up 
shell s?) 

Talk about feelings: 

Do you l ike to go fishing on the reef? 

Are you sometime$ afraid of the sea? (Afraid of the big waves? Afraid of 
sharks?) 

Reading the Story 
Read Calling lip the Sea. As you read. think of the games you play wilh the sea. 

- o . 

Most days. Aunty look us kids to the reef. She went fi shing. and we played on 
Ihe beach. We dug crab holes. We picked up shells for necklaces. We threw 
sticks for the dog. But the beSI game of all was giving cheek to the sea. Thai was 
exciting and dangerous. We danced up and down at the waler's edge. calling OUI 
names. The sea [(ied to gel us. It sent waves· bigger and bigger . and tried to 
grab our feet. Then we would all run up the beach. screaming with fright and 
laughter. 

Now Tau. she was only four. and not frightened of anything. "You big kids look 
afler Tau." Aunty said. "Don't let her go in the water." 

But Tau did go in Ihe waler. She put her feet right in the waves. and she shouted 
cheek at the sea. 

"Hey. Tau ! You come back here!" we called. 

Tau stamped up and down, splashing. She yelled. "Silly old sea. you can' t catch 
me! Si lly old sea, you can'l catch me!" 

The waves sucked al her feet. 

"Big fa t sea! Stupid sea! Silly old sea!" 

A wave splashed round Tau's knees. 

Some of us older kids called her again. "Come on. Tau. Come back before you 
get in big trouble." 

But Tau wou ld not listen. She yelled as loud as she cou ld. "You can't calch me. 
you lazy old sea!" 

The next wave was a big one. It came running towards Tau, like an angry pig 
with its shou lders hunched and its head down. There wasn' t time fo r Tau 10 gel 
out of the way. The wave knocked her over. It rolled her along the beach. Then it 
dragged her back out 10 sea."· 

Makea nrediction. What do YOU think hannencd next? 
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Writing 

____ the old man. "Go ____ 10 the cellar and . You can keep 
wh,lI find . You can keep house lOO," Then the ___ _ 
man disappeared. 

The boys ____ ~nd dug in the ____ until they found seven ___ _ 
of gold. 

Then they cleaned the house and lived there happily ever after. 

A personal sto ry 

Recount an experience of helping an old person with an important job. Make 
your story into a book. 

Jobs 
I. Recall your experience of helping an older person . Retell the experience 

for olher people 10 read. 

2. Present your book to the class. Read your slOry 10 children in Olher classes 
and 10 people al home. 

Word Games 
Work with a panner. 

I . Find the words 

Find as m:my words as you can in each long word. 

whisper: he. she. his. her, ship. whip, ..... . 

cand le: 

flickered: 

haunted: .. .. .................. , ........... , ........... ,. 

2. Main ideas 

a. 
b. 

Who are the main people in the story? 

What are the main actions in the story? 

What are the main places in the story? 

d. 
,. 

What things happened OUlSide Ihe house? Inside the house? In Ihe cellar? 

What are the main ideas in the Story? 

3. Importa nt words 

Draw the imponant words. 

For example: 

candle 

pots of go ld 

Seven pots of gold in the cellar 

"Bring me a light." 
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MR SHARK 
SellOut j()umal. P,ln I. Number·t 1990. page~ ~O- ~5 

Before Reading 
Oraw a shark 

Label: 

Wh at is your 3nsnc r? 

Sharks h3\'e sharp tel!th. 

Shark:- S\~ illl (<1st. 

Sharks are dangerous. 

• teeth • lall • tin). 

Sharks come 10 the )urf:lce of the \,\ ,lIer to breathe air. 

Sa~ something more about sharks. 

Tlllk about dh'ing: 

Why do people dlve7 

Whm name does your family caB you? 

Talk a bout names and nick names 

What name does your teacher call you~ 

Read ing pictures 

Ye)!N,l 

YeslNll 

Yesll'\o 
Ye~NI) 

Loo~ at the pictures of Mr Shark. in School JOllrnal. P<lri l. N1I11lbcr 4. I (}90. 
pages 20 - 25. 

Page 20 Pomt 10: 

Page 21 

Pllge 22 

Page 25 

a canoe Mr. bele 

Quc~tion ; Wh;lt i .~ Mr l.;.elc\ nickname? 

Sa)' what might happen in the Slory. 

Nlr bele ha~ a )Crapcr m his hand and a ~crubbHlg bru~h in his belt. 

Queslions: What is Nlr Isele domg'~ 

Why i ~ Mf Isele called Mr Shark: 

The (ouri,ls are a-;king the children i1 qlle~lion , 

Quest ion : What do }OU thmk the 10Url!.t, are ~a) mg" 

The children arc gwing the toumb !'oome infonmLtlon 

Que<;tion: What do you think the children are ~ayin{,' 

fLook on page 23 for clues. I 

The loun"l\ are no longer s" 'lmming. They :Ire bac~ on their bo;ll . 

What 1111gh! iVl r Shark be saying to the lOurbt~ " 

12 

[0 nibble: 10 eat your food in small bites (like a mouse) 

The mOllse climbed out of the shoe, ran to the cheese and began 10 n. . ... it. 

a reward: Someone gives you a presem 10 thank you for something good you 
have done. 

The king gave the shoemaker's daughter a r .......... because he was so pleased 
with her. 

terribl e: unpleasant. fri ghtening 

The king was upset because everywhere he went his shoes made a t ........ . 
noise. 

tiny: very small 

Everyone was surprised to see a I. ........ mouse poke ilS head out of one of Ihe 
shoes. 

to wea r (worn): 10 pUI shoes on your feet, to put clothes on your body 

The king had not ", """ his green shoes for a long time. So a mouse made a 
home in them. 

Extension Tasks 

1. 

2. 

Make a notice to invi te people 10 come and see the play. 

Prepare a programme to give OUI to the audience (or a programme to hang 
on the wall), 
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Class 

Daughter 

King 

Reader 

Class 

Nibble! Nibble! Nibble Nibble! 

Now, your majesty, is there a squeak in your shoes? 

My shoes are quite squeakless ~ hurray! 

The king was so pleased that he ordered a national holiday for th 
whole kingdom. And he gave the royal shoemaker's daughter a 
reward. She was made the royal keeper of the royal mouse. And 
as for the royal mouse: 

Squeak squeak! Squeak squeak! 

John Parker, School Journal , Pan I. Number 4, 1991, Pages 2 - 6. 

Language Practice 
Commands 

Vocabulary 

Wh ich sentences afe ordering someone to do something ? 

Squeak Squea k! 

King: 

King : 

Shoemaker: 

King: 

Shoemaker: 

King: 

Royal shoemaker. these shoes make a terrible noise. 
Listen ! 

I order you to remove that squeak! 

Of course, great king. I can fix the shoes quite easily. 

Fix the shoes properly. or I'll put you in prison. 

At once, your majesty ! .. . 

Royal shoemaker, these shoes sti ll squeak. 
Into prison you go 1 

Important words 

Look at the mean ings of the new words. 

Read the sentences. 

cheese : a food made from milk 

The mouse came ou t of the shoe when it smelt the c. 

to com mand (commanded): to order someone to do something 

The king c . . .... . .. the shoemaker to remove the sq ueak from his shoes. 

to be very emba rrassing: it is not nice because people will laugh at yOll 

"The squeak in my shoes is very e.. .. My people laugh when they hear me 
coming," the king said. 

to fi x: to pllt in order, to repair, to mend 

The shoemaker said, "1 can f. . . .... your shoes ri ght away. They will give you 
no more trouble," 

a national holiday: Everyone has a holiday on that day. It is a holiday fo r the 
whole country or nation. 

Everyone was happy when the king o rdered an ......... holiday. 
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Reading the Story 
Read Mr Shark. 
Read to *n. Stop readi ng and talk abOllt how the story might end. 

Then read to the end of the story. 

~'Ir. Shark 

Old Mr Isele's nickname was Mr. Shark. Hedidn' t have teeth like a shark. No, he 
didn't havc teeth at all. He was called Mr Shark because he could stay a long 
time under water. Mr Isele had been a pe:lTl diver. and he could hold his breath 
for two minutes. 

These days. Mr Isele didn' t dive fo r pearls. But he still worked under water. Mr 
Isele scraped the weed from under the big boats anchored in the lagoon. 

When he did this, Mr Isele walked down to the beach with his scraper and 
scrubbing brush tucked in his belt. He picked up a bit of coral o r a clam shell to 
make him heavy. Then he kept on walking into the sea, step by step, deeper and 
deeper, until the water was over his head . He walked along the bottom of the sea 
until he reached the boat he was cleaning. 

One day, the lagoon was full of tourist boats, and some children had paddled out 
in their canoes to see the visitors. A woman and a man on one of the boats c:llled 
out to the chi ldren, "Can you tell us if this water is good fo r swimming?" 

"Oh yes," said one of the children. " It is very good and very warm." 

Then another child said, "But when you swim. look out for Mr Shark. He is under 
the next boat." 

After the children had gone, the woman said, '·Well. that's it. I'm not going in 
wi th sharks around." 

"Don't be silly," said the man. "There aren't :lny sharks in the lagoon." 

"Those children said there were ." the woman replied. 

The man laughed. "They were only teasing us. Come on. Race you in ." And he 
dived overboard. 

The woman dived in, too. They swam in the clear warm water, laughing :lnd 
splashing each other. The man swam towards the shadow of the next boat. 
Suddenly, something cold and hard scraped across his leg. 

The man kicked and yelled with fright. He swam as fast as he could back to his 
own boat, spl ultering, "Shark! Shark!" *** 

Talk about how the story might end . 

He :lnd the woman jumped up on their boat and stood shivering . 

Just then, a curly grey head popped up out of the water right beside them. "Good 
afternoon," said Mr lsele. 

"There's a sh:lrk down there !" yelled the man. 

"No," said Mr Isele. "No shark. I' m sorry I frightened you. I was cleaning the 
bottom of that boat and you kicked against my scraper." 

"Oh!" said the man. "You mean it was you?" 

"But the children warned us about a shark," the woman said. 
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"They probably said Mr Shark . That's what they call me. They were just tell ing 
you that I was working on the boat next to yours." 

The man began to laugh. So did the woman . She said. "We were terrified !" 

The man said . ,,[ can't wait to tell the family at home about thi s." 

Mr Ise[e grinned at them. "You can tell them YO LL were anacked by a shark with 
no teeth," he said. 

Joy Cowle)'. School Jourl/ol. Part I, Number4, 1990. pages 20 - 25 . 

After Reading 

f\ sk and Answer 

Mr Shark 

Work with a partner. 

One of the tourists asks the questions, 

The other person pretends to be Mr Isele, 

Questions 

I, Good morning. Mr Shark, What is your real name? 

2. 

). 

4 

5. 

Why do the people caU you Mr. Shark? 

What is your job now? 

What do you use to clean the bottom of the boats? 

You frightened us. Have you ever been fri ghtened by a sh3rk when you 
have been working? 

Say what is important 

Pretend you are Mr 1sele. 

What is import3nt in your work? 

Say two things. 

Tell someone why they are important. 

Wh31 does your friend think? 

To be healthy To be a strong swimmer 

Not to smoke cig3rel1es To work in clear water 

To have teeth To carry a spear gun 

To frighten tourists To be able to hold you r 

breath for a long lime 

Following di~c lions 
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Squeak! Squeak! 

People in the pl:ty: Reader 

Shoem:'lker 

King 

Reader 

Class 

Reader 

King 

Class 

King 

Shoemaker's daughter 

Rest of the class 

One day. a king put on a pair of shoes. He hadn't worn them for a 
long time. When he walked up and down in the shoes. they made 
a noise. JUSt like this: 

Sque3k sque3k! Sque3k sque3k! 

So the king comm3nded the rOY31 shoemaker to come to hil11 . 

Royal shoemaker, these shoes make a terrible noise . I can't go 
anywhere in them. Li sten! 

Squeak squeak! Squeak squeak! 

You see? It 's very embarrassing , I order you to remove th3t 
squeak! 

Shoemaker Of course, great king. I can fix the shoes quite easil y. 

Reader So thut night the royal shoemaker was h3rd 3t work. He put new 
soles on the shoes. ready for the king the next day. But in the 
morning, when the king put them on. and walked up 3nd down: 

Class Squeak squeak! Squeak squeak ! 

King Royal shoemaker, I told you to remove that squeak. Fix the shoes 
properly. or I'll put you in prison for the rest of your life! 

Shoemaker Prison, your majesty? Fix the shoes properly. your majesty? AI 
once, your majesty! 

Reader 

Cl3ss 

King 

Reader 

D3ughter 

Class 

Reader 

So 311th3t nighl the royal shoemtlker worked very hard. putting 
on new heels, Th is will surely stop the squeak. he Ihought. But 
when the king put them on. and w31ked up and down: 

Sque3k sque3k! Squeak sq ue:lk! 

ROy31 shoemaker. how d3re you! These shoes still squeak, Into 
prison you go! 

But just then the royal shoem3ker's daughter r:ln up [0 Ihe king. 

Gre3t King, I can slap that squeak in your shoes. Please order the 
roy:lI cook 10 come here with a big block of tasty cheese, 

Sque:lk squeak! Sque3k sque3k! 

In came the royal cook, carrying a gre3t block of the finesl. 
t3stiest cheese from the royal kitchen. There was tl delicious 
smell of cheese everywhere. The royal shoemaker 's daughter 
took the cheese :lnd carefully placed il beside Ihe shoes. And 
soon a tiny mouse poked its head out of one of the shoes. It 
sniffed, climbed out and r3n over to the cheese. 
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SQUEAK! SQUEAK! 
School j Ollm al. Part!. Number 4, ! 991. pages 2 . 6. 

Before Reading 

Talk about : 

the work that people do 

the work a shoemaker does 

Draw: 

a pair of shoes 

Label the soles and the heels. 

a mouse. 

Where does it live? What does it eat? What noise does it make? 

What interesting things do you know about mice? 

Reading pictures 

Look at the pictures of Squeak! Squeak!, in School Journal, Part 1, Number 4, 
1991. Pages 2 - 5. 

Page 2 

Page 3 

Page 4 

Page 5 

Question: What are the most important things in the picture? 

Questions: Who is the most important person in the story? (Say how 
you know.) 

What is this important person pointing to? 

What is he talking about? 

Questions: What is this man's job? 

What is he doing here? 

Talk about what is happening in the picture. 

Reading the Play 

Read Squeak! Squeak! 

Jobs 

I Choose the people for the play. Take turns at being the king, the 
shoemaker, and the shoemaker's daughter. 

2. Practise the play together. 

3. Make signs and props. 

4. Invite other people to come and watch the play. 

5. Prepare a programme to give out to the audience (or a programme to hang 
on the wall). 

6. Perform the play for different groups of people. 

7. Ask different people to review the play for you. 
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Instructions: 

I. In the tOp left hand squ:lre . write Mr. (se le's nickname. 

2. [n the bottom left hand square, draw three things that Mr. [sele took with 
him when he Wen! to clean the boats. Label each thing. 

3. In the lOp right hand corner, draw Mr. Isele at work. 

4 In the last square. write the words the man shouted as he kicked and 
splashed. 

language Practice 
Give reasons 

Read or write the sentences. 

I 

2 

3. 

Mc Isele picked up a bit of 
coral or a clam shell.. 

Mr Isele used his scraper 
and brush. 

Some children paddled out 
in their canoes . . . 

Fill in the spaces 

Read the sentences. 

to clean the bottom of the boats in the 
lagoon. 

to see the visitors. 

to make himself heavy. 

Mr. Shark 

Use: no, no longer, not, Don't, any 

A shark has lots of teeth but Mr Shark had , .... teeth at all. 

Mr lsele was ., ........... a pearl diver. 

The children were talking to the tourists. "Look out for Mr. Shark," they said. 

The woman said, "I'm ... going to swim with sharks :tround," , .. .. . , ... be 
silly," said the man. "There aren't ..... sharks here . Come on. Race you in." 

Match : 

what the speaker says 

what the speaker is doing with the words. 
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The speaker's words 

I. "Can you tell us if this water 
i~ good for swimming?" 

2. "Don't be silly. there aren' t 
any sharks in the lagoon:' 

3. "Shark! Shark!" 

4. "Good afternoon:' 

\"hat the speaker is doing \\ ith th e \\ords 

a. Asking for some information 

b. Telling the other person she is wrong 

c. Telling someone to get out of the water 
quickly 

d. Greeting someone 

5. "There's a shark down there!" e. Warning someone of danger 

Writing Tasks 

6. ' '1" m sorry I frightened you." 

7. ,,[ was cleaning the bottom 
of that boat and you kicked 
against my scraper:' 

Personal s tory 

f. Saying he is ),wry 

g. Explaining something that happened 

A Bad Fright 

Have you ever had a bad fright? What happened? Were you really in danger? 

0, 
Has a person at home had a bad fright? 

Jobs 

1. Recall the experience . Write about the experience for other people to read. 
Or interview a person at home. Get tlleir story about a fright. Make their 
story into a book. (Don't forget to write their name on the cover. ) 

, Write the story. Show it to a friend. Make changes. 

3. Make your story into a book with a cover and illustrations. Read your 
book to another person at school or at home . 

Prnject 

Sha rks 

Work in g roup~. 

Write down all the things you know about sharks. 

Write a facts sheet about sharks fo r your clas:.. Illustrate the fact s sheet. 

Animal Sharks 

Names for common types of sharks 

Interesting paris (Draw a shark. Label the imere'ting 
parts. , 

Usual food 

Where sharks usu,llly live 

Othe r IrItere ~ tlrl g facts 
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4. How does the crocod ile get rid of the leeches1 

5. What is so surprising about this method? 

Don 'r forget to ask clarificarion queJfions. 

Other jobs 

Prepare a work sheet for people to fill in as they listen to the radio documentary. 

Write an advertisement for your radio programme. 

Extension Work 
Find an example of two other animals that have a special relationShip with each 
other. Make a reading card for the class using the new examples. 
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2. Complete this table of informatLon. 

Topic The Nile Crocodile 

Usual habitat 

Food 

Problem 

Solution 

Additional details 

3. Draw a now diagram or make a concept map that shows the unusual 
friendship between the Nile crocodi le and the "courser'" bird. 

Important words 

leeches In the Nile River. there are small worms which suck the blood of 
animals for food. 

jaws 

cling 

When the crocodile opens its big mouth 10 take in a fi sh. the 
leeches come in, too. 

The leeches stick to the soft parts in the crocodile's mouth . 

plucks A little bi rd jumps into me crocodi le's open mouth, and pulls out 
the leeches. 

juicy The little bird finds its rich lasly food inside the crocodi le's 
mouth. 

Ask and Answer 

The Nile Crocodile and tile COllrser Bird 

Work in pairs. 

One person is an expert on crocodiles that live in the River Nile. 

The other person is the producer of a radio programme called, 

'That's Very Interesting'. 

Jobs 

Radio Producer: Interview an expert on crocodi les that live in the river Nile. 
Make a tape recording of the interview so that it can be played on the class radio 
station. 

Interview Questions 

I. 

2. 

Good morning. My name is .......... (Give details about the radio 
programme you are producing.) 

I believe the Nile crocodile has an interesting problem. Can you tell me 
what the problem is? 

J. What do the leeches do? 
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A talk 

Prepare J 2 minute talk 10 give 10 people who W:lnl 10 know more abollt sharks. 
(Record the talk on a tape so that people can listen to it at any time.) 

Pretend dia ry 

Pretend you are one of the tourists. 

Write an emry imo your diary. Say how you were "allacked by a shark with no 
teeth'". 

Extension Tasks 

Vocabulary 

l. (nlen'iew a di ver 

Interview a diver or someone who used to be a diver. 

Prepare questions aboul the work of a diver. 

Record the answers. 

Preselll a report of the illlerview [0 the class. 

2. Poster making 

What is some good advice for people to remember when they go diving (or 
swimming)? 

M:lke a poster with your advice on it. 

Present your poster to the class. 

to anchor (Draw a picture of a boat anchored in the lagoon. Label your 
picture.) 

It was safe for the boats to ........... in me lagoon. 

adiver A diver works under the water. 

Mr [sele was a ... ..... He worked under water. 

a lagoon (Draw a lagoon. Labe l your picture.) 

The water in the. . .... was warm, clear and good for swimming. 

a nickname A fun name, a name used in place of a proper name. 

Mr Isele's ........... was Mr Shark. He cou ld slay under water a long time. like a 
shark. 

a pearl Something shi ny, round and valuable which is found inside an 
oyster shell . (Draw a pearl necklace.) 

. ...... s afe beautiful, rare and very valuable. 

10 scrape to clean with a scraper. (Show 'scrape'.) 

Mr Isele had to .. the weed from the bonom of boats with a scraper and 
brush. 

10 tease 10 make fun of somebody 

The children did nOI mean to ........... the tourists. They only wallled 10 warn 
them that Mr Shark was working under the next boa!. 

weed Weed grows everywhere, even on the bottom of boats. 

The ............ grew on the bottom of Ihe boats in the warm clear water of the 
lagoon. 
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Crossword - i\ l r Shark 

Across 

I. Mr. Isele's job was to s, _ _____ away the weed which grew on the 

bottom of boats, 

J, ML Isele's nickname was Mr. $, ____ _ 

6 

8 

Children liked to go in their c, _____ to see the visitors, 

~'Ir. Iselc used to w ___ down to the beach with his scraper and brush 

tucked in his belt. 

9, The tourist was going to tell his f about his adventure with a 
·shark·. 

12. The tourists liked to s ___ in the lagoon. 

14. The big boats slOpped and a in the lagoon. 

•••••• • • ••••• iI 
la. • •••••• I • • • ••• iI..... • • 

• III • 

Down 

•• 1111 •• •• •• •• • iiI ••••••• 

2. When he was younger, Mr. Isele used to diver for p, ___ _ 

4. Mr. Shark was Mr. Isclc's n' ____ _ 

5. The sea water was """ ____ _ 

7. Mc Isele could hold his breath under water for " ____ minutes. 

10. Boats sheltered in the calm water of the ,1 ___ _ _ 
11. Mr. Shark had no tins, no tail and no " ____ _ 

13. ML IseJe used a scraper and brush to dean the w ____ from the 

boats. 

Before Reading 

Reading pictures 

Look at che pictures of Th e Bird and the Crocodile on pages 14 and 15 of 

SchooUol/mal. Part I. Number4, 1989. 

Page 14 

Page 15 

Question: What is the crocodile doing? 

Question: What is the crocodile doing? 

Talk about the difference. 

Reading the Story 
Find the answers to these questions as you read Tile Bird and the Crocodile . 

1. What is unusual about this story? 

2. What surprising things can I learn from the story? 

When you come to "'** in the te)';t, stop reading and make a prediction. 

T he Bird a nd the Crocodile 

The Nile crocodile spends a lot of time in the water, looking for fish and other 

animals to eat. 

[n the water, there are also leeches, which suck the blood of animals for food. 
When the crocodile opens its jaws to take in a fish, the leeches come in, too. 

The leeches cling to the soft parts in the crocodile's mouth, How can the 

crocodile get rid of them? 

The crocodile comes out of the water, and sits on the river bank in the sun. It 
open its mouth wide. 

A linle bird comes along. it is called a "courser". It jumps into the crocodile's 
opens mOUlh, and plucks out the leeches. *** 

Make a prediction 

Wha t do you think the crocodile does? 

The crocodile does not move. It could easily catch the bird by closing its mouth. 
but it doesn't try. It just lets the bird get on with the job. 

The crocodile gets a free clean-up from the bird, and the bird gets juicy food 
from the crocodile. The bird and the crocodile help each other out. 

J.W Leonard, SchoolJournal, Part I. No4, 1989, pages \4 - 15. 

After Reading 
Bean Expert 

Nile C rocodiles 

Become an expert on crocodiles living in the River Nile. 

J obs 

I. Draw a sketch map of Egypt. Mark the River Nile on the map . 
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THE BIRD AND THE 
CROCODILE 

Picture Page 

AFRICA 

Two Leeches 
(Leeches can grow as long as 7cm. 

A "courser" bird plucking leeches out of a crocodile's mouth 

Schoolloumal, Pan I, Number4, 1989. pages 14 - 15. 

THE CRAB ATTHE 
BOnOM OF THE SEA 

A Folk Story from Malaysia 

Picture Pa ge 

Th e cra b at the bottom of the sea 

School Journal, Pan 2, Number I, 1983. pages 41 -42. 
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Before Rea d ing 

Low Tide 

: ....... , :,:.: .. 

High Tide 

... :: ..... 

Point to: 

the water tossing and rolling 

(he waves ru shing up the beach 

Sho\\' l11e: 

high tide 

tossing 

enormOUS 

Do you know'! 

low tide 

rolling 

rushing 

how often the tide comes in: 

how often the tide goes ouC) 

what makes the tide come in and go out') 

What is your ans wer? 

The beach is covered with water when it is . 

(high tidellow tide) 

The beach i~ dry when it is . 

It is be!ter 10 ,wim when the tide is 
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....... : :,- .. 

swallowing 

your throat 

your stomach 

(high tidellow tide) 

( in/OUIl 

Additional Reading 

If you would like to read a story about how people should help each other. read 
HerOIl and Turfle, a folk tale from the Solomon Islands, retold by Dorothy 
Symingron, in Scl!ooljournal, Pan 2, Number 3, 1993, pages 36 - 41. 

Word Games 

Work with a partner. 

t. Find the words 

Find as many words as you can in each long word . 

monkey on, key, no, one, men, . 

orange 

scratch 

furious 

2. Wh ich was h igher? 

a. tree () shark () d. cliff () se, () 

b. water () fio () e. cliff () branches ( ) 

c. shark ( ) oranges ( ) f monkey () shark ( ) 

3. What else do you know? 

,. A shark was swimming near a cliff . 

He was big, grey and dangerous. 

b. T he shark ate the oranges. 

c. T he monkey sat on the shark's back. 

4. Important words 

Draw the important words in the Story. For example: 

''Will l go with the shark?" 
the monkey is thinking. 

"Hold on to my fin and you won't 
get wet," said the shark. 
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Say it anoth er way 

I. At the top of a cli ff. there once grew an orange tree. 

2. The shark looked up, furious. 

3. "You won't get wet on my back - I promise." 

4. There was the monkey sitting in a row with her friends. 

f ill in the ga ps 

The Monkey alld the Shark 

One morning a shark was swimming near a cliff. Suddenly an orange hit the 
shark on the nose. 

The looked up. He saw monkey in an orange 
"Eat the orange." said monkey. "It tastes better fi sh:' 

The shark ate the . "I like it." he ___ . "Give me some more ." 

monkey shook the tree . lot of oranges fel! the 
water. "Thank you." said the . "You are very kind. day I'll 

do something you." 

The next day shark came back to some more oranges. 

'T m ," said the monkey. "There no more left. Go 
eat fi sh instead." 

The day the shark came again and said to the . "I 
want to do for you. Come and my family." 

"All right," the monkey. The monkey down the cliff and 
on the shark's back. 

" your tail around my if you don't like water:' said 
the shark. 

the middle of the , the shark stopped. "Now tell you 
the truth," said . "My grandfather is ill . A monkey's heart 

make him better." 

The was frightened. "I'd be to give my heart 
your grandfather:' she said:' I can't. It is in the orange 
tree." 

So the shark and monkey came to the tree again. "Wait 

here a minute:' said the . 'T ll go and get heart for 
you r grand father." 

shark waited and waited. he looked up at the . The 

monkey was siuing a branch, laughing. '" you!" she cried. 
"Go away and never come back again." 

96 

Reading the Story 

Read Tile Crab at lilt 801l0m of tile Sea. 

Some th ings are real in {he story and some things are not really true. As you 
read. decide which things are not really true. 

The Crab at the Bottom or theSea 

A folk story from Malaysia 

At the bottom of the sea there is a great big hole, and inside the hole sits an 
enormous crab. 

Snug and tight he sits. and the waters of (he world rush over his head. But twice 
every day. the crab gets hungry. Twice a day, he leaves his hole and goes out 
looking for food. 

Then the water runs down into his hole . Down, down it pours, as if swallowed 
up by a giant throat. 

And the sea keeps running and the hole keeps swallowing until at last. on a 
hundred beaches. the level of the sea has gone right down. 

Then people say the tide has gone out. 

But once the crab has filled his belly, he wants to sleep. He humps his way back 
inside the hole and the water is all pushed out again. 

Back, back, back it pours, rolling and tossing and sending great waves over the 
beaches .. 

And people look again, and say the tide is coming in . 

Retold by Jan McPherson, School Journal, Part 2. Number I, 1983, pages 41 - 42. 

Draw it 

After Reading 

Show where the crab lives at (he bottom of the sea. 

Show the beach when the crab is at home. 

Show where the crnb goes twice a day. 

Show where the water goes when the tide is out. 

Show the beach when the c rab is nOt inside its hole. 

(Don't forget to labd you r diagrams.) 

Fill in the lable 

Crab 

The crab sits snug and tight in its hole. 

The crab has left its hole and is looking lor IDOd. 
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Tide 



Writing 

Yes, No, Make it right 

I. \Vhen the crab is in the hole, the tide is ou\. Yes I No 

2 The crab drinks the water in his hole. Yes / No 

1 When the crab is looking for food. the tide is in. Yes / No 

4 The tide goes in and out twice a day. Yes / No 

True o r not? 

Some things are real in the story and some things are not really true. 

Say what is real or true. 

Say what some people 'believe' is true (but it is probably not true). 

Put a question mark (?) if you don't know if it is true or not. 

I. 

2. 

J. 

4. 

5. 

The tide goes out twice a day. 

Some crabs live in holes in the bottom of the sea. 

Crabs get hungry. 

Crabs get sleepy after a heavy meal. 

The high and low tides are made by a giant crab 
at the bottom of the sea. 

Solve this problem 

After heavy rain there is a lot of water in your garden. 

True/not really true 

True/not really true 

True/not really true 

True/not really true 

True/not really true 

Using an idea from the story, draw what you would do to get the water off your 
plants. 

Write a play about The Crab allhe Bottom of the Sea. 

For example' 

The Crab at the Bottom of the Sea 

Cha racters: 

A storyteller 

A 'sound' person 

An enormous crab 

Some people on a beach. 

Storyteller 

Sound 

Storyteller 

Once upon;). lime .... and now .... An enormous crab sits in ;). 
great big hole al the bottom of the sea. 

Look! There he is .... with the walers of the world rushing over his 
head. 

Shh. wishh, swishh . 

But twice a day. 

Crab I'm hungry. I must leave my hole and look for food. 
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Writ ing 

2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 

What do sharks usually eat? 

What was the shark's problem? 

How did the shark try to solve his problem? 

Whal was the monkey's trick? 

' Real' and ' unrea l' 

Some things in the story happen to real animals. Other things are made up for 
the story. 

Say if something is real or unreal . 

I. A shark was swimming near a cliff. 

2. The shark ate the orange. 

3. The monkey shook the tree. 

4. The monkey went for a ride on the shark's back. 

5. The monkey was laughing. 

A story 

Find a story about a trick. Publish the story as a book. Introduce your book to 
the class on . . (date). 

Jobs 

1. Find a story about an animal that plays a trick on another animal. 

2. Ask a person who knows the story well to tell it to you. Tape record the 
story if you can. 

3. Prepare a written account of the story. Read it 10 your friends. Make 
changes. 

4. 

5. 

Turn the story into a book. Write the storyteller's name on the cover. 

Read the story to children in another class or to brothers and sisters at 
home. 

Language Practice 
How? 

How did something happen in the story? 

Say the way it happened. 

I. 

2. 

3. 

How did the monkey hold on to the shark's back? 

What stopped the monkey from fa ll ing into the sea? 

How did the shark trick the monkey? 

What did the shark say 10 make the monkey climb on to his back? 

How did the monkey trick the shark? 

What did the monkey do to trick the shark? 
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in the middle of the sea, the shark 
stopped. 
"Now ['11 tell you the truth," he said. 
"My grandfather is very ilL A monkey's 
heart will make him better." 

Page 9. 

,­
- ..... - -/!"" - • ..: -_- c:..~ 

Soon the shark and the monkey came to 
the orange tree again. 
"Wait here for a minute," said the 
monkey. "1'11 go and get my heart for 
your grandfather." 

Page II 

The monkey was very frightened. 

"I'd like to give my heart to your 
grandfather," she said, "but I can't. It is 
hanging in the orang I e tree. " 

"All right." said the shark. "We'll go 
back and get it" 

10 

The shark waited and waited. Then he 
looked up at the tree. The monkey was 
sitting on a branch, laughing. 

" I tricked you!" she cried. "Go away and 
never come back again." 

Pa e 12 

After Reading 

Comprehension 
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Answer the questions. 

Follow instructions. 

The Monkey and the Shark 

I. Look at the picture. 

Put 0 where the oranges grew. 

Put X where the monkey was 
swinging. 

Put G. where the shark swam. 

Storyteller 

Sound 

People 

Storyteller 

Crab 

Storyteller 

Sound 

Storyteller 

People 

As the crab leaves his hole, the sea rushes in to fill the hole. 

Shh .... Gugu .... Glug .... 

(At rhe beach) Good! Now we can get some shellfish. The tide is 
out 

After a heavy meal .. 

I'm full now. [ think [ will go home and go 10 sleep. 

The crab pushes all the water out of his hole and climbs back in. 

Shh, wishh. swishh .... 

Back goes the water. Back up all the beaches in the world. 

(At the Beach) Qu ick! The tide is coming in. We wi ll have to SlOp 
now. Let's light a fi re and cook our shell fis h. 

Additional Reading 

Vocabulary 

1. Read Low Tide , a poem by Barbara Beveridge, School Journal , Part 2, 
Number2, 1987,page39. 

2 ~ ead The Crab , a poem by Barbara Hill, SchoolJourna/, Part I, Number 2, 
1990, page 18. 

Important words 

I. enormous 

2. snug and tight 

3. twice 

4. 10 swallow 

5. the tide is going out 
(has gone out) 

6. a belly 

7. to hump 

8. the tide is coming in 
(has come in) 

huge, very large, very big 

comfortable, safe, wann .. 
The hole is just the right size for the crab. 

two times 

to gulp, to drink . 

The tide is falling . Now it is low tide. 
We can see the sand and the rocks on [he beach. 

a stomach 

to move slowly (because of his fu lly belly!) 

The sea water is covering the sand. 
The waves are rolling up the beach. 
Now it is high [ideo 
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Test Yourself 

Read the story to you r partner. 

Fi ll in the gaps as you read . 

Believe it or Not 

Did you know that an e 
sea? 

.. .. crab sits in a great big hole at the bottom of the 

He sits there, sn .......... and t ... ...... in his hole, and the waters of the world 
rush over his head. 

Bvt tw ......... . a day the crab gets hungry. " I must leave my hole and look for 
food:' he says. 

Then the water runs down into the crab's hole. " It is like a giant sw ....... . ing a 
drink;' the people from Malaysia say. " It makes the t. ...... go out." 

But soon the crab's b ........ is full. " [ must go back for a sleep:' he says. And 
he h ... ... s his way back to his hole. 

Down the crab climbs. down, down into his hole, pushing the water OUI as he 
goes. Back. back the water pours, rolling and tossing and covering the beaches 
again . 

"Now the t ..... ,. is coming in," the people say. ' 'The crab must be at home," 
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The shark looked up. He saw a monkey in an 
orange tree. 
"Eat the orange," said the monkey. "It tastes 
beller than fi sh." 

Page 3 

The monkey shook the tree. A lot o f oranges 
fell into the water. 
"Thank you:' said the shark . "You are very 
kind. One day I ' ll do something for you." 

Page 5 

The next day the shark came back again and 
said to the monkey, " I want to do something 
for you. Come and meet my family ." 

"All right," said the monkey, 

Pa e 7 

The shark ate the orange. 

" I like il," he said. "Give me some more." 

Page 4 

The next day the shark came back to eat 
some more oranges. 
" I'm sorry," said the monkey. "There are no 
more left. Go and eat fish instead." 

The monkey climbed down the clifTand sat 
on the shark 's back. 
"Put your tail around my fin if you don't like 
the water," said the shark. 

Page 8 
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At that. the monkey nearly fell off with fright. But she hung on and thought 
quickly. 

"Why, Shark," she said. "I'd be happy to give my heart to your grandfather. BUI 
I can't.'· 

"Why nOl?'· said the shark. 

" I haven·t got my hean with me," said the monkey. '·1 left it hangmg in the tree."' 

"In the tree?" said the shark. 

'·But of course. We monkeys don't carry out hearts around with us. It's far too 
dangerous. We leave them hanging in a tree." 

The shark turned around. "All right," he said. "We'll go back and get il." 

When they got back, the monkey jumped off. "Wait here. I won't be a minute:· 
she said, and scampered up the cliff. 

The shark waited. No monkey came. 

After a while, the shark called out, "Hey, Monkey! Have you got that heart yet?" 

He heard a chattering sound above him. and looked up. There was the monkey, 
sining in a row with her friends . They were all grinning down at him. 

"I tricked you!" said the monkey. "And it serves you right!·' 

Then the shark went into a terrible rage. He lashed the water with his tail till it 
foamed. 

All the monkeys laughed. 

Then they picked up rotten oranges off the ground. 

"Get out, and don't ever come back!"they screeched. And they pelted the shark 
with rolten oranges until he swam away. 

J. McPherson, School Jounlal, Part I, Number 4, 1978, Pages 16-2.1 

Idea s for the Enlarged Book 

This is a story about a monkey and a shark. 

It is a story about a trick, too. 

CROCODILE FARM 

Singapore 

Point to: 

Singapore 

a crocodile 

Crocodi le 

Before Reading 

the crocodile's skin 

the crocodile's sharp teeth 

ScllOo/JOllmai, Pan I, Number4, 1989, pages 16 - 19. 
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Talk about farms: 

Sheep farms 

Fish farms 

Reading pictures 

Dairy farms 

Butterfly farms 

Look at the pictures of Crocodile Farm on pages 16. 17. 18 and 19 and the front 
and back covers of School Journal, Pan I, Numher4, 1989, 

Point to: 

the wide open mouth of a crocodile (and the sharp teeth!). 

crocodiles lying in the sun (and in the shade). 

crocodiles lying in a pool. 

crocodi le eggs. 

a baby crocodile breaking out of an egg. 

a crocodile pen in a crocodile farm. 

Reading the story 

As you read Crocodile Far", . find the answers to these questions: 

I. Why do people sometimes keep crocodiles on a crocodile farm? 

2. What parts of the crocodi le are valuable? 

3. What have I learned about crocodiles? 

Crocodile Fann 

When I visited Singapore, I went to see the crocodile farm there. The crocodiles 
are valuable for their skins, so they are looked after carefu!ly. 

The crocodile farm had many pens, with many crocodiles in each pen. They lay 
in the bright sun. Some had their mouths wide open to keep cool. I saw their 
sharp teeth. 

I also saw baby crocodiles breaking out of their eggs. The babies all lived in one 
pen. The big crocodiles were kept separate in the other pens, because they might 
eat the little ones, 

The crocodiles' skins are made into leather. The leather is used for expensive 
shoes and handbags. 

June Walker Leonard, SchoolJouma/, Pan I, Number4, 1989, pages 16 - 19. 

After Reading 
Fact Sheet 

Fill in the Fact Sheet. 

Animal Crocodiles 

Interesting parts 

Usual food 

Where crocodites usually live 

Other interesting lacts 

Useful parts of the crocodile Crocodile skins are made into 
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The Monkey and the Shark 

At the tOp of a cliff, there once grew an orange tree. It was so old and big that its 
branches stretched way out over the sea, 

Every year, the tree grew heavy with fruit. and every year, at orange time, the 
monkeys came. 

They laughed, they fought. they swung upside-down by the tail and they ate 
oranges. 

One day, a shark was swimming down below, when - bonk - an orange dropped 
down and hit him smack on the nose. 

The shark looked up, furious. The monkey was sitting in the tree, grinning down 
at him. 

"Go on - eat it T" cal!ed the monkey. "le's much nicer than smel!y old fish!" 

The shark took a bite. Sure enough, it was delicious. 

"1 knew you'd like it." said the monkey, looking pleased with herself. "Have 
some more. Watch your head now!" And she grabbed a branch, and shook it. 
Fruit plopped all around the shark like bright orange rain. 

''Thank you, Monkey," said the shark, and he gobbled them up, "You're very 
kind. I won't forget it." 

After thai, the shark came back every day. And every day the monkey watched 
fo r him, and dropped down oranges, 

At last, all the oranges on the tree were eaten. 

"Sorry. friend," called the monkey, when the shark came. "It's fish for your 
dinner till next year!" 

But the next day. the shark came back again. 

"Hey, Monkey! Friend Monkey! Are you there?! He called. 

The monkey looked down. "flOld you! The oranges are finished!" she said. 

'" didn't come for oranges," said the shark. "I've come to do something for you. 
I'm going to lake you to meet my family." 

The monkey scratched her chin. "I don't like water," she said. 

hyou won't get wet on my back - I promise," said the shark. 

The money scralched her ear. "All right," she said allast. She hopped down from 
the Iree, and scrambled down the cliff. 

"Hang on tight," said the shark. 

The monkey curled her tail round the shark's fin and they sped away. 

When they were far out to sea, the shark said, "You've been good to me, 
Monkey, so I'll tell you the truth. My grandfather is very ill. The medicine man 
says he must have a monkey's heart to eat, or he'll die. That's why I'm taking 
YOU [0 him. 
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THE MONKEY AND THE 
SHARK 

An African Folk Tale 

Picture Page 

Before Reading 

Make an enlarged book for the story. 

Share the work of making the book. 

Read the story with the students. 

SclwolJollrtlol . Pan 1, Number4. \978. Pages 16 ·2 1. 
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Do you know these facts? 

I. Crocodiles are good swimmers. 

2. Crocodiles can run quickly on land. 

3. Crocodiles like to lie in the sun on the banks of pools. 

streams and rivers. 
4. Crocodiles eat fish, dogs, and other small animals. 

5. Crocodiles lay eggs. 
6. Crocodile skin is made into leather shoes and bags. 

7. Crocodiles belong [0 Ihe same family as lizards. 

8. There are crocodiles on some of the islands of Vanuatu. 

9. There are crocodiles on some of the Solomon Islands. 

Draw it 

Draw a crocodile on the bank of a river. It is a very hot day. 

Ask and Answer 

Crocodile Fann 

Work in pairs. 

One person is the owner of a crocodile farm in Singapore. 

The other person asks the questions. 
Questions 

I. Good morning. What animals do you keep on your farm? 

2. Where do you keep the crocodiles? 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

YesINo 
YeslNo 
YesfNo 

YesINo 

YesINo 
YeslNo 
YesINo 

(Tell me some interesting things about the crocodile pens.) 

3. One crocodile is lying in the sun with its mouth wide open. Why is that? 

4 . What do you use the crocodiles for? 

5. How do you get new crocodiles for the farm? 

6. Why are little crocodiles in another pen? I mean, why aren't the baby 
crocodiles and the adult crocodiles in the same pen? 

Say it 
Pretend you are an expert on crocodiles. 

Also pretend you are visiting a crocodile farm 

I 2 

It is a very hot day: A tourist wants to know more about 
Say why the crocodiles are lying crocodi les: 
very still with their mOldhs open. I. Say where they IIsllally live. 

2. Say what people do with crocodile skins. 

You are looking at crocodile pens: You are looking at some crocodile eggs: 
Say why the adull crocodiles are Say whar will happen one day. 
in a difJerenr pen from the baby 
crocodiles. 
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Writing Task 

Crocodiles 
Make a book about crocodiles with your friends. Make the pages like th is. 

Crocodiles live in many parts of the world, for 
example, Northern Australia, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Africa and India. 

A crocodile can run quickly 
and likes to lie in the sun. 

A crocodile is a good swinuner because it 
has a long, strong tail. 

Jobs 

A baby crocodile hatches from an egg. 

1. Turn your Story into a book with a cover. a title and illustrations. 
2. Read your story to a person in another class or to sisters and brothers at home. 

Other ideas for the book 

Include these things in your book: 
a pretend lener from a person who has been to a crocodile farm 
a story about a crocodile or an experience with a crocodile 

a poem about a crocodile 
written accounts about crocodiles, for example, published stories from the 
School JOI/rnal, library books, magazines. newspapers. 
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Vocabulary 
Important words 

Read the sentences. 

Find the meanings of the new words. 

a farm I. In Singapore you can visit a crocodile f 

valuable 2. The people who work at the farm look after the crocodi les 
carefully because their ski ns are very v ....... . 

a pen 3. The crocodiles are kept in a p ..... so that they cannol run away. 

wide 4. When a crocodile's mouth is w . ..... open, you can see its sharp 

cool 

teeth. 

5. When crocodiles are hot. they try to keep c ..... by opening their 
mouths. 

separate 6. The babies live in one pen and the big crocodiles live in as ... 
pen. 

leather 7. The crocodiles are killed and their skins are made into I .. 

expensive 8. You need a lot of money to buy shoes and handbags made from 
crocodile skins because they are very e ..... . 

Extension Task 
Read The Birth of a Kiwi , by Barry Rowe and Rod Morris and talk about the 
photographs, in SchoollournaL, Part 3, Number3, 1981, pages 16 - 30. 
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