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Jade and his mother had just 
finished their night worship and 
were preparing for bed when 
suddenly they heard a loud bang! 

The dogs were barking louder 
than usual. It was a cold and 
windy night in the mountains.
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“Mum?” said Jade’s little voice. He 
was scared by the sudden noise.  

Jade’s father had gone to work 
in Australia for a few months, 
leaving Jade and his mum at home 
with two dogs. 

“It’s okay,” said Mum. “It’s just the 
wind.” She pulled Jade into bed 
with her to sleep. 
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The next day, Jade was still 
thinking about the noise. 

He returned from the garden that 
evening, feeling tired and ready 
for a sleep. But just as night fell, 
he heard the dogs barking even 
louder than before!
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And then, bang! There was that 
noise again. Now it was right 
outside the bedroom window. 

“Mum, I’m scared!” Jade shouted 
and ran to his mother.  

Mum took Jade’s hand. “Shh, 
listen,” she said. 

They heard footsteps hurrying 
across the backyard.
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Jade held his mother’s hand tightly 
as they shone a torch into the 
garden. There was a dark shadow 
in the bushes.  

“Go away!” shouted Mum, in a 
frightened but strong voice. “We 
don’t want trouble. Take whatever 
you need and go away.”
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In the torchlight, they saw the 
dark figure of a man snatching a 
bunch of bananas hanging from 
the banana tree. 

But their dogs, Lucky and Scotty, 
could see him too! 

Woof! Woof! Woof!

The barking got louder and louder. 
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The man began throwing sticks 
and stones in all directions, trying 
to hit Lucky and Scotty. 

But the dogs were too quick. They 
barked and growled until the thief 
dropped the bananas and ran off 
into the dark, cold night. 
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“Yeah! Naes wan!” shouted Jade 
with relief. Mum sighed and put 
down her torch. 

Lucky and Scotty came running 
back, their tails wagging happily. 
Jade patted them. 

“Good job. Naes wan.” 
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Now Jade and his mum were 
really tired. Together, they said a 
prayer of thankfulness, then Mum 
hugged Jade and put him into bed. 

Lucky and Scotty fell asleep too, 
dreaming of bananas. 
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You can use these questions
to talk about this book with

your family, friends and
teachers.

Download the Library For All Reader app from
libraryforall.org

What were the dogs’ names? 

What did the thief try to steal? 

Where was Jade’s father? 

What would you do if you heard a loud 
bang in the night? 

Draw a picture of Lucky and Scotty, the 
brave dogs. 
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Start your reading journey with short words,  
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but complex sentences.

Discover your world through science and stories.

Raise your reading level with more words,  
simple sentences and exciting images.

Step up your reading skills with playful narratives,  
new words and fun facts.

Develop your reading skills with creative stories  
and some challenging vocabulary.

Explore your world through science and stories.

You’re reading Level 4



Library For All is an Australian not for profit organisation with a mission to 
make knowledge accessible to all via an innovative digital library solution.
Visit us at libraryforall.org

A Thief in the Night 

First published 2025

Published by Library For All Ltd
Email: info@libraryforall.org
URL: libraryforall.org

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. To view a copy 
of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/.

This book was made possible by the generous support of The Church  
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and Global Partnership for  
Education (GPE).

    
Original illustrations by Viktoria Khmelnickaya

A Thief in the Night 
Nimbwen, Vanessa David
ISBN: 978-1-923429-63-5
SKU04788





A Thief in the Night 
Jade and his mother hear a 
strange noise in the night!  
A thief has come to steal their 
bananas, but their dogs know 
just how to help. 

libraryforall.org 
#lettheworldlearn


