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“Yeah, we made it!” cried Liteng. 
She and her family had just arrived 
in Port Vila after travelling by ship 
for two days. They were happy to  
be there.
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Liteng had lived on 
the islands all her life. 
This was her first time 
visiting Port Vila, and 
she couldn’t wait to see 
everything.
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They hopped on a bus that took 
them into town. When they got  
off the bus, Liteng’s eyes grew  
wide with amazement. There  
were so many cars everywhere!
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She turned around and saw a 
large crowd of people, all wearing 
colourful clothes. She couldn’t 
believe how busy the town was.
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Then, Liteng looked up at the tall, 
scary buildings. They seemed to 
be watching her. It was so different 
from the island where she lived.
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Nearby, some tourists were talking 
loudly in a strange language. Liteng 
watched them curiously.

1313



Suddenly, Liteng’s eyes caught 
sight of a young girl. She looked 
about the same size as Liteng, 
but something about her seemed 
so strange.
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Liteng began to study the little girl. 
“Wow, she has bright, sparkling blue 
eyes, like the ocean when the sun 
shines on it,” Liteng whispered.
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“My eyes are dark brown, 
like tree bark.”
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“She has long, 
silky hair, like 
a doll’s hair.”
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“My hair is short, fuzzy, 
and messy, like brown 
steel wool.”
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“She has fair skin, like the stars in 
the night sky.”
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“My skin is darker, like the dirt 
on the ground.”
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Liteng was sad. “She looks so 
beautiful, almost perfect. Why 
can’t I look like her?” she asked her 
mother, pointing at the little girl.

2323



2424



Her mother smiled gently, placed 
her hands on Liteng’s cheeks, and 
said, “Don’t be sad, my dear. Don’t 
think such things. You’re both 
beautiful and you both glow brighter 
than the stars. Be proud of who you 
are, because Black is Beautiful!”
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You can use these questions
to talk about this book with

your family, friends and
teachers.

How did Liteng and her family arrive  
in Port Vila?

Why do you think Liteng felt amazed 
when she saw the cars and buildings  
in Port Vila?

How did Liteng’s mother make her  
feel better when she was sad?

Create a ‘Black is Beautiful’ poster.  
Draw a picture of yourself or someone 
you admire in the middle of the paper. 
Write the words ‘Black is Beautiful’ 
around the drawing.

What made Liteng feel sad when  
she saw the little girl in Port Vila?
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Learner – Beginner readers

Level 1 – Rising readers

Level 4 – Fluent readers

Level 2 – Eager readers

Level 5 – Curious readers

Level 3 – Progressing readers

Level 6 – Adventurous readers

Start your reading journey with short words,  
big ideas and plenty of pictures.

Enjoy your reading time with familiar words,  
but complex sentences.

Discover your world through science and stories.

Raise your reading level with more words,  
simple sentences and exciting images.

Step up your reading skills with playful narratives,  
new words and fun facts.

Develop your reading skills with creative stories  
and some challenging vocabulary.

Explore your world through science and stories.

You’re reading Level 5



Library For All is an Australian not for profit organisation with a mission to 
make knowledge accessible to all via an innovative digital library solution.
Visit us at libraryforall.org

Black is Beautiful

First published 2025

Published by Library For All Ltd
Email: info@libraryforall.org
URL: libraryforall.org

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. To view a copy 
of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/.

This book was made possible by the generous support of The Church  
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and Global Partnership for  
Education (GPE).

    
Original illustrations by Daniel Garcia

Black is Beautiful
Tate, Cloe
ISBN: 978-1-923485-02-0
SKU04793





Black is Beautiful
Liteng has just arrived in  
Port Vila where there are  
many people who look  
different from her. At first,  
Liteng is worried she is not  
as beautiful as the other girls.  
Her mother reassures her! 
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