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“Wake up! Wake up!” Mum called across 
the room. I was filled with excitement as I 
woke. That day, 13th December 2023, was 
my school’s graduation day. 

I was a Year 10 student at Santo East in 
Luganville. It was almost 6am, and the sun 
was already warming the world with its 
love. I got out of bed, had my breakfast, 
and started to get ready for the big day. 
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Everything was going so well until I tried 
to put on my graduation dress. 

“Oh, my days,” I sighed. The dress was 
too tight. “Mum! I need help!” I shouted, 
my voice trembling with fear. Luckily, my 
mum was a tailor, so she fixed my dress 
very quickly.
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It was nearly 8am, and my siblings and I 
decided to leave for school. Dad drove us 
there in our black and white truck, just in 
time for the beginning of the graduation 
programme.
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As soon as Dad drove off, I went 
straight to our Year 10 tent and took 
my seat. The tent was stunning, with 
everyone wearing green dresses and 
t-shirts in different styles. 
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The programme began and the teachers 
gave their speeches. The air grew hotter 
and hotter as time passed by. The other 
children’s laughter and cries echoed 
through my ears as I impatiently waited  
for the award-giving ceremony. 
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Eventually, it was time for the best part 
of the graduation: the award-giving 
ceremony. The announcer started to 
read the names, and I peeked into the 
crowd to find my family. 

Further away, I saw my mum, aunt and 
siblings, all with huge smiles on their 
faces. I was very pleased and happy. 
Just then, my name was announced. 
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“Anita Tabimal, certificate for Year 10 
accomplishment and awarded first prize 
for French.” 
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I stood up and nervously walked to the 
stage to receive my certificates. My heart 
went boom as the speaker continued to 
read out awards I didn’t know I’d won. 
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“A prize for being first in French, first 
in Social Science, first in Religious 
Education, first in Agriculture, second 
in English and third in Basic Science,” 
the speaker read. My heart filled with 
gratitude, and I took my awards. They 
were heavy!

1313



As I looked across the stage, I saw 
my mum running towards me. 
Crying with joy, she hugged me and 
congratulated me. Her smile was 
wider than I’ve ever seen!

Mum helped me carry my awards 
and as I walked back to my seat, my 
sister came and hugged me. I looked 
around to try and find my dad, but 
my sister told me he was still trying 
to park the car. 

Even without Dad here, the clapping 
and joy made me feel warm inside. 

1414



1515



After reading all the names, it was time for 
another interesting part: the Dux Award. 
The Dux Award was presented to the 
highest-ranking academic student for the 
year, one from the junior years and one 
from the senior. 

At Santo East, the Dux Award was 
sponsored by the National Bank of 
Vanuatu and the winners were given 
money. The school principal gave his 
speech before presenting the awards.
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Finally, after all the waiting, it was 
time. The principal began: “This 
person is a Year 10 student...” 

My nerves grew and grew. I was 
in Year 10.
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“Congratulations, Anita Tabimal!”

When I heard my name, my face went 
as red as a ripe tomato. I was the junior 
Dux winner! I stood and walked towards 
the stage. In the background, I heard my 
family cheering.
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The former Lord Mayor of Luganville 
presented the Dux Award and 
congratulated me. My family rushed 
towards the stage and hugged me 
tight. It was the best thing I’d ever 
experienced.

That was when my dad arrived. 
He and my mum pulled me in and 
hugged me tight. I was so happy to 
have made my parents proud. It was 
a blessing, making them happy.
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After all the presentations, we went 
home, and my parents held a feast to 
celebrate my achievements. It was the 
most memorable day of my life, because 
I had made my parents prouder of me 
than ever before.
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Their smiling faces made me realise that 
making them happy was the best thing I 
could ever do in my life.
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You can use these questions
to talk about this book with

your family, friends and
teachers.

What was the reason for the excitement 
on 13th December 2023?

Why was Anita’s mum so happy when  
she hugged them on stage?

Have you ever done something special  
to make your parents proud?

Create your own ‘Best Student Award’ 
certificate to celebrate a personal 
achievement (e.g., finishing a book or 
doing something kind for someone).

What awards did Anita receive during  
the graduation ceremony?
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Graduation Day
It’s time for the graduation  
awards at Anita’s school! She’s  
really excited and her parents  
are incredibly proud of how  
well she did that year.
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