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| don't want to go






in his arms.






Melanesian face, Leiniaru could
not look at her father. How could
she? It was all too real. Too soon.

Too sad.
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“Dad, | don't want to leave home.”

The words pierced Sautonga'’s

. heart. A chief before his people in
. the village of Tewele and a father
B in the home, Sautonga gathered all

his courage to let his daughter go.




“Follow me.”

‘ With a weary smile on his face,
' Sautonga lead Leiniaru quietly
across the road to the truck.







ﬂm

As they walked, Leiniaru looked
around and wanted to cry again.
From the fresh cut grass to the
delicate and intricate spider-web
designs in the corner of the dim

farea, laid out like a thin string of
pearls glittering in the sun, she
. was going to miss it all.
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“My flower,” Sautonga smiled.
“Everything will be ok. This is

for your future. Mum and | will
always be here, waiting for you.
You are always welcome home.”




Leiniaru had been awarded a
scholarship to study in the big city,
six hours from her village. She
wanted to study and learn, but if
she went then she’d have to leave
behind her parents and her people.







_einiaru’s parents had helped her
pack and fit all her things in the

¢ back of the truck. Everything she
& would need to live in a dormitory
was there.

Her parents hugged her goodbye,
trying hard to fight back their
tears.






The dirt paths mixed with mud and =
lava stones gradually transitioned

to coal tar sealed roads. The tiny
thatch homes turned into tall anad
modern steel buildings. Familiar
faces disappeared to become new
and strange people wearing new
kinds of clothing and accessories.
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backyard garden in the village. The
smell was different, too. The people
looked different. Nobody said hello.
Nobody smiled at Leiniaru — they
were instead smiling at strange
glowing objects in their hands.
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Leiniaru was scared. Nothing was
familiar and there was no one
around to help her.

: ! “Idon't like it here,” said Leiniaru.
“I miss my mum and dad. | need to
go back; this was a mistake.”

Tears started rolling down her face.







- “Hello,” said a gentle voice. Leiniaru
looked up and before her was a
young girl. She looked around the
same age as Leiniaru. “Are you new
to the city? My name is Annya. What
IS your name?” She had a bright
smile on her face.




“Leiniaru,” Leiniaru said. “I'm studying
here, but I've never been to the city
before. It's scary.”




Annya laughed and took Leiniaru’s
hand.

“Don't be scared!” she said. “l can be
your friend and show you around.”

“Thank you, Annya!” said Leiniaru.
Hope bloomed in her chest.







Two girls, one from the village and
the other from the big city, became
friends that afternoon. They shared
stories from their different worlds,
but realised they weren't all that
different. Leiniaru and Annya |
grinned at each other.




Maybe it wouldn't be so hard for a
village girl to live in the big city.




You can use these questions
to talk about this book with
your family, friends and
teachers.

What kind of tree is in the yard?

Why is Leiniaru so sad?

How would you feel if you had
to leave home?

Do you think it was a good decision for
the family to send her to university?

Imagine you are living away. Write a
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) pretend letter to your father.

Download the Library For All Reader app from
libraryforall.org



About the author

Virginia Taravaki was born in Port Vila but has lived in

Mele Village since 2014. She loves making laplap with

her friends and family, and her favourite stories as a
child were non-fiction novels and the Bible.




Did you enjoy this book?

We have hundreds more expertly curated
original stories to choose from.

We work in partnership with authors,
educators, cultural advisors, governments and
NGOs to bring the joy of reading to children
everywhere.

Did you know?

We create global impact in these fields by embracing
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
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You're reading

Learner - Beginner readers

Start your reading journey with short words,
big ideas and plenty of pictures.

Level 1 - Rising readers

Raise your reading level with more words,
simple sentences and exciting images.

Enjoy your reading time with familiar words,
but complex sentences.

Level 3 - Progressing readers

Develop your reading skills with creative stories
and some challenging vocabulary.

Level 4 - Fluent readers

Step up your reading skills with playful narratives,
new words and fun facts.

Discover your world through science and stories.

Explore your world through science and stories.



N o

Q (2
LIBRARY
FOR ALL

Library For All is an Australian not for profit organisation with a mission to
make knowledge accessible to all via an innovative digital library solution.
Visit us at libraryforall.org

Village Girl
First published 2025

Published by Library For All Ltd
Email: info@libraryforall.org
URL: libraryforall.org

[@0le)

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. To view a copy
of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/.

This book was made possible by the generous support of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and Global Partnership for
Education (GPE).

@ Save the Children G : Transforming

Original illustrations by Margarita Yeromina

Village Girl

Taravaki, Virginia

ISBN: 978-1-923429-55-0
SKU04789






»-

LIBRARY

FOR ALL iilage Girl

Village Girl

Leiniaru has the opportunity
to go to school, but she has to
leave home for it. Her family
reassures her that she'll always
be welcome back. Then she
finds that school isn't as lonely
as she thought.

Download the free
Library For All app from
the App Store today to
read hundreds of stories
like this on your phone
or tablet.

GETITON # Download on the
P> Google Play | @ App Store

libraryforall.org
#lettheworldlearn
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